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memoirMreaWf  are  authentic,  and  aifcretet© 
particular  perfonages;  as  if  thofe  who  read 
merely  to  be  amufed,  or.  to  difpofe  of  an 
idle  hour,  which  might,  but  for  fuch  a  re» 
fauroe,  be  worie  employed,  would  give 
one  pinch  of  fnuff  to  be  convinced  that 
the  entertaining  hiftory  of  Clarinda  Cath- 
cart,  &c.  &c.  &c.  contained  nothing  but 
abfolute  matter  of  fact. 

Thefe  frequent,  and  fometimes  folemn 
affertions  (which  no  one  ^thinks  it  worth 
while  to  controvert)  of  the  authenticity  oi" 
memoirs  in  general,  have  certainly  created 
a  kind  of  fcepticifm  in  thefe  matters,  which 
will  operate  on  the  mind  when  real  hifto- 
ries,  under  fictitious  names,  are  the  fubject 
of  the  pen. — To  the  multitude  of  readers 
it  can  be  of  little  confequence,  whether  the 
unfortunate  peribns,  wfcofe  true  titles  arc 

con- 
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Concealed  berieath  the  afiumed  ones  of 
gifted  and  Elwima,  were  ever  called  into 
eJd&enpe,  or  whether  they  are  the  mere 
creatures  of  the  brain :  to  them  it  will  be 
fceedlefs  to  declare,  that  the  mournful 
fjtffages  thefe  pages  contain  bear  any  re- 
lation to  real  circtimftances,  the  Severity  of 
which  overwhelmed  the  raoft  virtuous  and 
amiable  of  human  beings,  who  were  too 
good  for  the  world  they  lived  in. 

My  af&verations,  then,  are  not  to  them : 
lefs  meed  have*I  to  make  fuch  to  thofe, 
wno  Welle  know  what  fs  true  or  falfe  in  the 
volumes  now  laid  before  the  public ;  thofe 
to  whom  the  chara&eYs  of  Alfred  and 
Elwina  were"  known  and  endeared,  may 
reft  fatisfied,  as  to  their  conduft  through 
life,  and  the  motives  that  a&uated  the  lift 
meafures-ef  tfhe  ever-regretted  Elwina. 

B  2  Many 


4  THE     SCHOOL 

Many  will  take  ^p;the£bKttJe  jVdlwmraij 
and  find  .itheifj  intereft  inlthefe;.  dcwiblfc 
awakenefdj-by  discovering  their  acquaints 
ance  with  fbme  of:  the  characters,  The 
fighSi  the -tear,  whicji  thc;  tale,r,fig}p^F  tak§p 
in  itfelf,  .wotild  excise  cin  breafts'jpr©He  tc» 
melt  at  the  relation  of  well-feigned woe/ 
will  be"  increafed  to  ariguifti,  when  recol* 
lection  points  out- the  real  fufferejfc;.  the 
lovely  eyes  $f  the  blooming  maid:  will  be 
fuffufed  in  tears,  when  ihe  contemplates 
the  portrait  of  an  admired  ^pjquaintance ; 
nor  will  the  hardy  veteran  jefufe  the  manly 
tribute  of  a  tear  over  the  unjtimejy  grav£  tf 
a  brother  foldier  J 

Readers !  I  knew  them; — Pear  were 
they  to  my  heart-r-ever  will  they  live  trea^. 
fured  in  its  now  lonely  manfion !— To  their 
manes  I  make  the  facrirke  of  tears,  while  I 

retrace 
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retrace"  their  virtues,  and  celebrate  their 
worth!  Yet  had  I  been  content  to  have 
made  my  own  bofom  the  tomb  of  the'r 
hiftory,  had  riot  the  bafe  fuggeftions  of 
thofe  who  were  better  informed,  and,  there- 
fore, finned  not  in  ignorance,  dared  to 
afperfe  the  conduct  of  the  mod  amiable 
among  women ! 

Thofe  who  fhould  have  gloried  in  con- 
tributing to  her  happinefs,  confpired  the 
deftrudtion  of  her  peace ;  and,  now,  when 
their  cruelty  has  accomplifhed  her  fate  in 
this  world,  they  with  unremitting  malevo- 
lence rake  up  her  afhes,  and  give  motives 
to  her  actions  equally  fclfe,  and  injurious 
to  her  memory  ! 

Her  friend,  her  faithful  Maria,  is  parti- 
cularly called  upon,  to  vindicate  Elwina  I 

B  3  Thefc 
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Thefe  fheets  will  do  it — her  own  pen  flwtt 

be  her  juftificatioru — Yes,  loved  Elwina, 

the  artlefs  lines,  written  immediately  fforft 

the  beft  of  hearts,  (hall,  in  the  minds  of 

the  candid,   acquit  ydu  of  all  ill — they 

fhall  do  more :  they  fhall  erect  a  throne  for 

thy  excellence ;  and  happy  (ball  uhefe  ba 

•who  can  emulate  thy  virtues !    Thofe  who 

recall  thy  picture  will  join  in  thy  eulogium, 

while  thofe  hard-hearted  peffecutorB  of  the 

now   entombed   Elwina  mil  hang  their? 

guilty  heads,  abamed*  and  feel  the  vulture 

of  remorfe  prey  on  their  viiali  ! 


I  meant  only  to  have  given  the  letters 
of  thefe,  fo  dear  to  my  heart ;  but  I  find  it 
necefiary  to  fay  more  than  I  at  firft  in- 
tended!    I  wifla  to  make  an  iatcrefl  for 

them 
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them  in  the  boftwra.  of  my  readers}   their 
letters  will  do  fo.     The  eafe  and  elegance 
of  the  di&ion,  with  the  fentiments  they 
breathe,  will   certainly  procure  them  an 
admirer  in  every  perufec     But  I  want 
every  one  to  love,  to  regret  them,  as  I  do. 
It  is  impoflible  I  they  cannot  know  them, 
they  cannot  love  them,  like  me.     Ah,  ye 
vile  calumniators !    ye   could   not  know 
them;  your  ungenial  bofoms  glowed  not 
with   their  hallowed  fire !      Read,   then, 
thefe  letters — Learn  to   reverence;    and, 
fince  your. tongues  are  unequal  to  their 
praife,  in  future  be  filent ! 

BlefTed  fpirits,  look  down  on  the  forlorn 
Maria,  who  ceafes  not  to  bend  her  ftream- 
ing  eyes. over  the  untimely  tomb,  which 
enclofes,  from  her  mortal  view,  the  objects 
neareft  and  deareft  to  her  heart  I  who 
B  4  ceafes 
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ceafes  not  to  anticipate  the  ftour,  when  fhe 
fhall  be  reunited  in  the  bonds  of  ever- 
during  friendfhip  to  thofe,  whofelofs  this 
world  can  never  fupply,  and  whofe  worth 
and  fufferings  it  could  not  reward ! 

MARIA. 
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M    E     M     O     I     R     S 


O  F 


ALFRED 's    FAMILY. 


A  LTHOUGH  it  is  by  no  means  con- 
fiftent  with  the  doctrine  of  free- 
agency,  to  believe  there  is  an  over-ruling 
principle  that  impels  our  actions ;  yet  how" 
frequently  we  fee,  and  how  unequal  are  we 
to  account  for  it,  that  every  circumftance 
of  our  lives,  and  of  our  defcendants,  re- 
ceive their  colour  and  tincture  from  fome 
caufe,  which  to  us  Ihort-fighted  mortals 
appears  as  if  we  could  by  no  means  avoid, 
or  have  prevented,  any  more  than  have 
orefeen. 


B  5  There 
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There  are  few  perfons  who  cannot, 
either  in  themfelves  or  acquaintance,  rea- 
dily trace  effects  from  caufes  wttlch.  look 
fo  like  inevitable  fate,  that,  in  fome  mo- 
ments  of  their  lives,  will  render  them  al- 
moft  fceptics,  if  not  temporary  predeftina- 
rians.  This  truth  will  be  exemplified  in 
the  pages  of  this  work,  which  are  devoted 
to  the  memoirs  of  Alfred's  family. 

One  fad  and  unfbrefeen  event  ferved  to 
tinclfure  each  fucceeding  hour  j  every  ca- 
lamity, which  devolved  on  the  amiable* 
but  unfortunate  Alfred,  might  be  traced 
up  to  that  caufe :  nor  was  he  the  only  ftif- 
fcrer;  die  being  deareft1  to  him  in  the 
world  was  likewife  its  victim ;  and  even- 
myfelf,.who  was  no  otherwife  connected 
than  by  the  holy  bonds  of  friendship,—* 
alas,  how  many  bitter  tears  have  I  fhed  ! 
4  how 
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how  many  hours  of  keen  affliction  have  I 
known,  which  but  for  that  event  might 
have  been  changed  tQ  happinefs  refulting 
from  theirs. 

The  father  of  Alfred  was  the  eldeft  and 
favourite  fon  of  a  man  of  large  pofleffions 
ia  the  weft  of  England :  He  paffed  his 
early  youth  in  the  common  routine  of  edu- 
cation from  Weftminfter  tfo  Oxford,  and 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age  was  fent  to 
finilh  his  career  on  the  continent. 

By  a  too  early  initjfhion  into  all  the  fol- 
lies of  diffipated  youth"  left  to  itfelf,  or  what 
is  perhaps  maje  to  be  deplored,  to  a  tutor 
of  fmall  abilities  and  bad  principles,  he 
was  near  falling  a  facrifice  in  two  or  three 
years,  to  the  deftru&ive  fhrihe  of  pleafur?. 
Frequent  remonftranccs.had  been,  made  by 
B6  his 


i2»        THE     SCHOOL 
his  yet  fond  parent,  who,  although  he  fup- 
plied  him  with  the  means  of  continuing  his 
extravagant  life,  never  failed  his  admoni- 
tions at  the  fame  time. 

Thefe  letters  always  tended  to  excite '  in 
him  a  momentary  contrition  for  his  paft 
conduct,  and  aconftant  i±folution  of  mak- 
ing a  reform  for  the  futuref-which'  good 
determination  generally  lafted  till  fome 
new  pieafure — fome  fcheme,  which  had 
the  aU:  of  novelty  to  recornjmend  it,  came 
in  the  way.  And  then — fome  more  occa- 
fions  were  given  for  grave  exhortations, 
and  unavailing,  becaufe  not  .permanent, 
repentance. 

There  were  however  ftill  remaining  fome 
excellent  traits  in  his  character;  fome 
fixed  principles  of  meum  and  tuum,  which 

could 
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could  never  be  overthrown,  or  even  over- 
powered by  the  example  or  attempts.  o£ 
his  diffolute  companions ;  bait  there  was  3 
careleffnefs  and  almoft  indifference  of  the 
world's  opinion  of  the  exterior  of  his  con- 
duct, which  rendered  him  an  object  of  re- 
proof to  the  fober  part  of  mankind,  and 
almoft  juftified  thejr  idea,  that  he  would,"1 
proceed  any  length  for  the  gratification  of 
his  love  for  pleafure.  tij^wever,  the  grief 
vfhich  he  plainly  faw  his  reprehenfible  life 
gave  to  his  indulgent  father,i|would  fre- 
quently caufe  a  tear  to  fall  on  his  burning 
cheek — and  deep  regret^wogld '  draw  the 
burfting  figh  from  his  bofom. — Thefe 
fymptoms  of  remorfe,  howeyer,  his  father 
faw  not,  and  therefore  began  to  think  him 
incorrigibly  bad;  fince  he  fought  not  his 
own  vindication,  or  even  to  contradict  the 
unfavourable   reports    which    too    often 

reached 
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reached  bis  native  land ;  his  attachment  in- 
fallibly weakened  from  thefe  circumftance»| 
and  his  heart  became  prepared  to  cafthim 
GfF  for  ever,  for^n  aft,  which  in  the  eye 
of  a  worldly  man  was  imprudent ;  yet  as  it 
was  dictated  by  the  noblefb  principles  of 
honour  and  jufticejf  fhould  ralher  have 
claimed  praife  than  ^probation.  How- 
ever, the  old*  gentlemalifl&ed  as  many 
fathers  have  ddfce  before  him,  and  will 
continue5  to  dg,  and  congratulate  thenW 
felves,  at  t^p*  ftfrie  tirrj^  that  they  hare 
the  qiftom  of  the  world  on  their  fide. 

TJnffcppilv  fjtf  the  young  traveller,  now 
the  fubject  of  nay  pen,  he  had  been  throwft 
into  a  bad  fet  on  the  commencement  of  his 
tour.  His  heart  was  naturally  good — it 
was  warm,  generous,  and  grateful-^-thefe 
principles*  properly  directed,  would  have 

done 
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done  honour  to  the  pbfleffor— ^the  reaitude 
of  his  heart  led  him  to  truft  indifcriminate- 
ly  to  others ;  its  warmth  inclined  him  tc* 
improper  attachments,  its  generality  led 
him  to  fupport  extravagance,  and  its  gra- 
titude induced  him  to  be  partial  to  thofe 
who  called  themfelves  his  friends :  Thus 
die  very  virtues  of  his  heart  operated  to 
his  difad vantage,  becaufe  they  were  not 
under  the  guidance  of  rgafon  and  religion* 

He  fuffered  himfelf  toTSe  wtrmly  attach- 
ed to  a  clafs  of  women,  witrtwhom  it  is 
dangerous  for  youth  to  (be  connected, 
and  yet  difficult  to  avoid — they  foon  dif- 
covered  the  warmth  of  his -heart,  and  by 
early  advances  inflamed  its  propenfities ; 
the  eafy  conqueft  however' foon  loft  its 
charm  ;  but  one  fair  form  was  fucceeded 
by  mother,  and  thefe  dangerous  connec- 
tions 
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tibns  Contributed  to  debilitate  his  conftitu*-' 
tion  to  a  degree  which  awakened  his  tutor 
to  the  fear  of  his  death,  being  the.  confe-. 
quenceof  his  repeated  irregularities.  rcThe. 
charges'  he  had  received  from  jhis  patron 
when  he  committed  his  darling '  child  to 
his  care,  now  flafhed  on  his  coward  foul. 
What  apologies  fhbuid  fye  be  able  to  make  ? 
"Would  the  father  be  fatisfiM  with  the  poor 
extenuation,  that  he  could  neither  help  or 
prevent  the  exceffes  of  his  pupil  ?  Another, 
and  perhapslmoiPpowerful  dread  afifaire0 
him— he  fhguld  lofe .the  benefice  that  had 
been   promifed  him— there  \was:  the  true 
caufe  owhe  concern  he  expreffed,   when, 
Wz  opened  hisfieyes  to  toehold  the  emaciatect 
figure'  and  pal&l  cheek  of  his"^nce  bloom- 
ing charge.     He  ctlled  in  a  hoft  of  phyfi- 
ciansj    and  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands,? 

that 
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that  he  fliould  leave  the  burning  foil  of 
Naples  for  the  milder  air  of  Nice. 

Fear  operated  as-well  as  prudence  would 
have  done — the  tutor  hurried  him  away 
without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  tak- 
ing leave  of  companions  it  had  been  happy 
he  had  never  met ;  and  every  method  was 
taken  with  the  utmoft  celerity  to  re-eftab<§ 
lifh  his  health. 

proper  regimen,  regular  h<*urs,  and  a 
life  from  whence  all  dangerous  exertions 
of  the  pafiions  were  excluded,  in  a  few 
weeks  wrought  a  vifible  change  in  the  per- 
fon  of  the  invalid ;  abpve  all,  he  met  with 
a  fenfible  young  man,  with  whom  he  con- 
traded  a  friendfhip.  His  converfation,  at 
once  amufing  and  rational,  opened  in  the 
heart  of  our  traveller  a  fource  of  entertain- 
ment 


ig  f  HE    SCHOOL 

mcnt  to.  which  he  had  before  been  a  per«> 
fe<5t  ftranger. 


This  new  friend  was  an  Englifhman; 
he  had  accompanied  his  mother  to  the  con- 
tinent* in  the  fond  hope  of  reftoring  health 
to  fo  beloved  a  parent— this  hope  was 
divided  between  him  and  the  lovely  Emily, 
who  had  juft  attained  her  feventeenth 
year,  and  with  him  made  up  all  the  family 
of  Mrs.  Melford. 

They  had  heard  much  of  the  falutary  air 
of  Nicej  and  flattered  themfelves  they 
Ihould  fee  a  length  of  years  added  to  a  life 
fo  yaluable  to  them — In  compliance  with 
their  ardent  wifhes  fhe  had  confented  to 
make  this  one  more  trial — But  fhe  knew 
too  well  the  nature  and  fource  of  her  dif- 
order,  to  place  the  leafl  confidence  in  change 

of 
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of  air  or  dtuation.     A  tender  conftitution 
joined  to  a  heart  of  exquifite  fenfibility  and 
delicacy,  had  received  frequent  and   re- 
peated wounds  from  the  hand  which  fhould 
have  cherifhed  the  one  and  protected  the 
other.     An  undeferving  hufband,  who  had 
too  long  been  the  object  of  her  tendered 
lore,  while  her  better  fenfe  was  forced  to 
refufe  him  her  efteem,  had  by  a  feries  of 
ill-ufage  totally  broken    her  heart  and 
health— *His  fortune  difiipated,  his  charac- 
ter loft — Ruin  and  remorfe  fell  upon  him 
at  once,    and  a  guilty  hand  precipitated 
from  the  world,  a  wretch  who  was  a  dif- 
grace  to  fociety. 

Parental  affection  and  duty  rendered  the 
afflicted  Mrs.  Melford  juft  able  to  fupport 
life  for  the  fake  of  her  children — they 
adored  her— -and  her  fon  Looked  forward, 

with 
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,-with  all  the  tremblirtg  of  anxiety  and  hope, 
to  the  year  which  would  put  him  in  pof- 
fefiion  of  an  eftate,  that  he  might,  out  of  it, 
make  a  fuitable  provifion  for  two  perfons 
fo  inexpreffibly  deaf  to  him  as'  his  mother 
and  fifter. 

OJ  To  that  period  he  now.  wantetf- barely, 
fix    weeks-r-the;' writings    were    already 
drawn,  and  he  refolved,  the  moment  after 
returning  thanks  to  that  Being  who  allow- 
ed him  to  behold  the  morning  which  woukl 
blefsfoim  with  the  rrntens; of  being  inftrur 
mental  to  the  happineis  and  convenience^ 
of  thofe  dear  objects,  to  .complete  vtheir 
fecurity  from  pecuniary  wants ;  they  having 
at  prefent  butna  bare  competed  cy,  which 
would  ceajfe  on  the  death  of  Mrs„  Melford, 
her  inconfiderate  hufband  having  fold  the 
reverfion  of 'it.*  Thus  was  the  Melford 

family 


/amity  iituaeed  whew  our  traveller  '"beeame 
acquainted-  :w.ichjit,:  lirorfisct&ecvidrifty  of 
their  lodgings. 

th.ei4wtep^1atfenjEiQoi)f(|h(a  Ton  ;a'n&  daugte: 

ter,  asnd;  the.  beauty  -of.  the  ..latter,   which 

wa&j^pd^rtd'imore  'inferefting ; from:"1 the 

-4*   '       * 
fpft  appFjthen.flon,  of  hac  mother's  danger, 

gave  birth  to,  or  ratherjawa'ken^d  fentimerfft 
of  purity^  irj  :Kis -ibofoffij ib'fi triad  never  ex- 
perienced before — He  beheld  therrjowith'  3 
^reverential  awe — aAi  while  the  fcene  he 
f  ontemplated"  ^daily  -  made,  him  .  deceffithe 
former  r  irregularities  of,  his  lifej-,  it  gave 
him  a  relifhfbr  fuperior  enjoyment.- 

The  uncomplaining  fufFerings  of  Mrs. 
Melford  was  as.  a  mental  moralift— -  all  his 

follies 
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follies  vanUbed-j  andJae nearer  .knew  ft* 
temty;  or  comfort  but  in  their  faieiecy» up". ^ 


Eager  to  procure  any  amufement  for 
"heir::  fan,  Mt&s  Meif<^:  rejoice*!-  Hi  ^he 
growing  fricradfliip  fcetween  -  *hefe  young 
men,  and  freqaenffly  promoted  littffc  ex- 
curfions  for f  tHem;  while  the  beauteous 
Emily,  devottod,  her  whole  time  to  thatafk 
moft  pleaTing^to  her^entfc  and  affe&ionata; 
heart,  that  of  affording  comfort  to  her  Tick 
parent* 

The  health  of  our  'traveller,  who,  to 
jwevent  confuftew,  I  fhail  call  Mr.  Harley, 
was  now  perfectly  reftored.  But  one  more 
week  remaned  of  young  Melford's  mino- 
rity.; *sd,  to  reader  thedr  joy  more  exqui- 
fite,  his  mother  feemed  to  be  mending i 
fomc  of  her  complaints  had  left  her,  and 

more 
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more  flattering  fymptoms  appeared  ;  happy 
hope  noW  almbft  had  reached  certainty; 
their  bofoms  expanded,  and  Harleytook  a 
fincerc  rntercft  in  the  approaching  welfare 
of  the  Melford  family. 

The  young  friends  had  engaged  in  a 
party,  who  were  going  t(T  take  the  diver- 
fion  of  ihooting  a  particular  kind  of  wild 
fowl,  much  admired  in  that  Daft  of 
Italy. 

Tie  amended  ftroks  of  Mrs.  Melford 
had  given  an  hilarity  of  fpirits,  and  a  glow 
to  the  countenance  of  the  lovely  Emily, 
which  communicated  itfelf  in  a  greater  de- 
gree to  the  heart  of  her  excellent  mother, 
than  flie  -had  for  years  difcovered.  She 
anticipated  the  joy  of  feeing  her  'beloved 
children  fectmed  from  the  pangs  of  want 

and 
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and  dependance,  and  e veni talked,  of  fomc 
alterations  they  would'  make-  in  the   old 

•  •  ■  •  „         '     »      '      :     i. , . .  i 

maflfion  of  their  forefathers,  and  fettled 
fome  arrangementsin  their  future  eftablifh- 
ment. 

The  evening  was  .particularly  fine — M  I 
"  think  I  have  strength,  my  love,"  cried 
Mrs.  Melford,^"  even  with  your  arm,  to ' 

"  reach  our  favourite  alcove :  there  we  witt 

,  j    ;     .;    --  *  -  - -   -     i       ' 

"  wait  the  return  of  Heilry#and  do,,  my 
"  dear  girl,  order  your  guitfiar  to  be  carried, 

■»-      4? 

"  thither;  t it  will  be  a1  fweet .  acoomlbanU 
"  ment  to  its  trembling  firings  to  hay6 
<e  your  plaintive  notes  re-echoed,  by r  the 
*<  gentle  breeze." 

„  Not  long  had  they  been  feated  in,,  this 
delfght&il  retreat,  v  enjoying  all  that  irino* 
ce  nee  could  beftow,:  ere  doleful"  cries  and 
h.in  dreadful 


FOR    FATHERS.        25 

dreadful  Ihrieks  at  once  affailed  their  ears, 
and  terrified  their  hearts.  Emily  threw 
down  /her  inftrument,  and  involuntarily 
clung  round  her  trembling  mother,  who 
had  ftarted  on  her  feet,  with  a  countenance 
of  the  utmoft  difmay.  From  the  feat  they 
had  a  view  of  the  road  which  led  up  to  the 
houfe,  and  from  which  they  were  not  two 
hundred  yards.  Through  this  opening 
they  beheld  a  concourfe  of  people  running, 
and  amongft  the  crowd  too  plainly  difcerned 
the  bleeding  corpfe  of  fome  ill-fated  wretch, 
fupported  by  four  gentlemen  whom  they 
knew  to  be  of  the  party  which  went  forth 
in  the  morning,  with  all  the  joy  of  youth 
flufhed  with  hope.  The  name  of  Melford 
refounded  from  all  quarters. 

"  It  is  my  fon !   Oh,  God !   it  is  my 

**  fon!"  exclaimed  the  frantic  mother;  and 

Vol.  I.  C  burfting 
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burfting  from  the  enervate  arms  of  the 
fainting  Emily,  flew  acrofs  the  garden,  juft 
reached  the  mangled  corpfe,  effayed  to 
clafp  it  in  her  arms,  Qirieked  out  his  loved 
name,  funk  down,  and  expired. 

With  looks  as  wild  and  death-like,  but 
with  ftrejjgth  a  little  lefs  exhaufted*  the 
forlorn  Emily  threw  herfelf  between  the 
bodies  of  thofe  who  were  dearer  to  her  than 
Hfc,  as  if  flie  meant  no  more  to  be  reckoned 
an  inhabitant  of  a  world  now  become  a 
defert  to  her.  The  officious  and  indeed 
neceflary  care  of  thofe  about  her  bore  her 
to  her  chamber,  where  repeated  faintings 
left  her  lefs  fenfible,  for  a  time,  to  the 
poignancy  of  her  fufferings  and  lofs. 

It  is  time  to  account  for  the  fatal  acci- 
dent which  had  deprived  an  amiable  youth 

of 
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of  his  life,  accelerated  the  death  of  the  moft 
excellent  of  mothers,  and  cut  off  the  once 
blooming  and  ever  innocent  Emily  from 
every  fupport — leaving  her  the  heirefs  of 
her  father's  indifcretion  and  her  mother'* 
misfortunes^ — totally  unprovided  for,  in  a 
ftrange  country,  unknown,  unprotected ! 
And  all  this  complicated  fcene  of  woe  was 
the  work  of  one  moment.  That  hand  was 
doomed  to  do  the  direful  deed,  whofe  heart 
moft  loved  the  unhappy  fufferers!  that 
heart,  which  had  frequently  melted  at  the 
view  of  uncomplaining  innocence,  and 
which  had  cherifhed  the  utmoft  veneration 
for  the  mother,  friendfhip  for  the  fon,  and 
ftill  more  than  friendfhip  for  the  lovely 
daughter — that  heart  was  now  fated  to  de- 
plore the  anguifh  the  erring  hand  had  oc- 
casioned ! 

C  z  Alt 
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All  the  day  Melford  and  Harley  had 
wandered  together  in  purfuit  of  their  game, 
fide  by  fide,  "  mingling  fweet  coriverfe." 
The  former,  toward  the  clofe  of  their  fport, 
propofed  a  feparation.  They  had  juft 
parted,  when  a  fingle  bird  flew  up  :  eager 
for  the  prize,  Harley  levelled  his  piece.  At 
that  fatal  moment  Melford  came  within 
its  range,  and  the  whole  charge  lodged  in 
his  body.  He  fell.  "  It  was  an  accident,", 
he  faintly  cried ;  lt  dear  Harley,  I  forgive 
"you!  Comfort  my  mother!  Oh,  my 
««  poor  Emily  !" 

The  furrounding  party  could  fcarcely 
prevent  the  wretched  Harley  from  exe- 
cuting a  fpeedy  vengeance  on  himfelf,  to 
the  manes  of  his  murdered  friend.  He 
raved,  he  threatened :  they  confined  his 
hands,  both  for  their  own  and  his  fafety ; 

but 
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but  the  remonftrance  of  one  had  infinitely* 
more  weight  than  the  arguments  (which 
were  merely  common-place,  on  this  moft 
uncommon  occafion)   of  all  the  reft  put 

together. 


"©* 


"  Will  you  not  then  make  all  the  repa-' 
u  ration  you  can  to  the  diftrefled  mother 
"  and  fitter  of  our  unhappy  ill-fated  friend  ? 
"  Did  he  not  with  his  dying  breath  exhort 
t{  you  to  comfort  them  ?  Live  then,  Har- 
"  ley !  be  the  fon  and  brother  you  have 
*f  unfortunately  deprived  them  of;  footh 
"  their  forrows,  protect  their  unguarded 
"  fituation,  and  aft  as  he  would  have  done, 
"  who  in  one  fhort  moment  is  torn  from 
"  their  arms  ! 

"  We  ihall  all  bear  a  mournful  tefti- 
"  mony  of  your  innocence ;  the  ill-fated 

C  3  "  viftim 
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w  vi&im  of  accident  has  forgiven  you.  Do 
"  not  then  give  way  to  defpair,  and  add 
"•*  deliberate  murder,  to  atone  for  unfore- 
*f  feen  error.  It  is  from  you  they  mud 
**  look  for  protection  :  they  have  now  » 
"  kind  of  natural  claim  upon  it;  nor  muft 
•'  you  withhold  it." 

"  I  will  not,  I  will  not,"  cried  he,  in  all 
the  agony  of  unavailing  grief  5  "  dear 
"  are  they  to  my  fad  heart.  Oh,  loved 
"  companion  !  "  continued  he,  falling  by 
the  body  of  his  mangled  friend,  and  killing 
his  pale  cheek,  "  has  my  difaftrous  hand 
deprived  thee  of  exiftence  ?  an  exiftence, 
to  preferve  which  I  would  freely  have 
<c  laid  down  my  life.  Doll  thou  for- 
"  give  thy  murderer  ?  And  haft  thou  be- 
Cf  queathed  thy  haplefs  mother  and  beloved 
*<  lifter  to  the  man  who  (hortened  thy  days  ? 

"  I  ac- 


tt 


« 
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"  I  accept  the  folemn  bequeft  from  thy 
"  cold  hand.  She  is  my  mother :  Emily 
"  (hall  be  mine  too.  Yes,  beloved  friend ! 
"  yes,  deareft  Melford !  here  on  thy  breath- 
"  lefs  body  I  fwear  it.  And  may  the  curie 
"  of  heaven  fall  on  me,  if,  from  this 
fx  moment,  their  honour,  their  intereft,  are 
^  ever  feparated  from  my  own ! " 

With  difficulty  the  mutual  friends  of  the 
dead  Melford  and  almoft  diftra&ed  Harley 
prevailed  on  the  latter  to  allow  them  to 
begin  their  mournful,  proceffion  to  the 
lodgings  of  the  unfortunate  youth.  Their 
minds  were  too  much  interefted  in  the  re- 
cent event,  to  form  any  plan  of  communi- 
cating to,  or  concealing  from,  the  wretched 
relatives,  the  fatal  circumftance.  A  do- 
meftic  of  Melford's  firft  gave  the  alarm ; 
which   was  followed  by   thofe  cries  that 

C  4  reached 
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reached  the  unhappy  parent  and  lifter,  and 
brought  about  the  fpeedy  death  of  the  for- 
mer, leaving  the  latter  a  truly  forlorn  fur- 
vivor. 

For  three  weeks  the  life  of  the  orphan 
Emily  feemed  hanging  by  a  thread,  which 
each  moment  was  in  danger  of  being  fe- 
vered for  ever.  Harley,  in  mute  anguifh, 
bent  over  the  drooping  flower,  bereft  of 
its  root  and  fupport,  fcarcely  ever  quitting 
her  bed- fide,  but  to  give  vent  to  a  violent 
bur  ft  of  grief,  when  often  in  the  paroxyfms 
of  her  delirium  me  called  him  by  the  en- 
dearing titles  (he  ufed  to  give  her  brother; 
that  brother  which  his  unhappy  hand  had 
fent  to  an  untimely  grave. 

But,  though  his  heart  and  foul  dwelt 
with  Emily,  Harley  neglected  not  what 

was 
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was  requifite  for  thofe  he  fo  deeply  de- 
plored. He  gave  orders  for  the  funerals 
of  the  deceafed ;  in  which  bufinefs  he  had 
much  difficulty  to  encounter,  as  they  were 
proteftants.  However,  money  lofes  not 
its  value  in  thofe  countries  any  more  than 
with  us :  and  as  money  was  no  object  with 
him,  only  as  it  procured  him  pleafure  and 
gratification,  and  the  (hewing  honour  to 
his  friends  was  now  the  ruling  paffion  of 
his  heart,  he  fpared  no  coft  in  giving  thofe, 
whom  he  ceafed  not  to  call  the  victims  of 
his  want  of  care,  a  more  than  decent  inter- 
ment; placing  a  ftone  over  their  common 
grave,  denoting  their  misfortune  and  vir- 
tues. 

When  Emily  became  thoroughly  fenfi- 

ble  of  her  real  ftate  of  diftrefs,  fhe  gave 

herfelf  up  to  the  moft  deplorable  melan- 

C5  choly. 
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choly.  Tfcc  fad  profpeft  that  opened  on 
her  view  was  in  itfelf  enough  to  terrify  one 
of  her  fex  and  age.  She  inherited,  from 
conftitution,  habit,  and  education,  a  deli- 
cacy that  left  her  very  unequal  to  the 
ftruggles  which  penury  and  an  unprotected 
ftate  are  liable  to  experience.  When  Har- 
ley  devoted  himfelf  to  her,  he  meant  reli- 
gioufly  to  perform  the  offices  of  parent, 
brother,  and  guardian.  His  compaffion, 
and,  above  all,  the  confcioufnefs  of  being 
the  prime  caufe  of  her  misfortunes,  en- 
deared her  more  ftrongly  to  his  heart. 
He  had  vowed,  in  fecret,  his  hand  mould 
likewife  be  devoted  to  her  3  yet  he  dreaded 
her  averfenefs  to  blefling  the  man,  whofe 
hand  had  torn  all  her  comforts  from  her. 
His  fituation  was  peculiarly  diftrefling: 
Bowever,  what  he  could  do,  he  delayed 
cot.    He  had  written  to  his  father  for  a 

fupply 
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fupply  of  c'afh  j  and,  as  foon  as  it  arrived, 
he  purchafed  in  the  Italian  funds  an  an- 
nuity on  the  life  of  Emily,  which,  although 
inadequate  to  the  ftate  of  life  Ihe  was  born 
in,  was  yet  fufficient  to  keep  her  above 
want.  He  found  much  difficulty  in  pre*- 
vailing  on  her  to  Accept  this  j  and  which 
flie  would  receive  on  no  other  terms,  than 
the  power  of  relinquishing  it  at-  pleafure. 
She  ftill  hoped  the  heir  to  her  deceafed 
brother's  eftates  would  have  lb  much  ho- 
nour as  to  make  provifion  for  her  when  he 
fhould' fee  what  were  her  brother's  inten- 
tions towards  her,  and  be  told  how  very 
deftitute  his  death  had  left  her.  For  which 
purpofe  fhe  refolved  to  write  to  him,  in- 
etafifeg  the  ftill  uirfigned  instrument. 

It  was  ififipoffible  for  a  heart  accuftomed 
to  tendemefsj  and  which  had  fuddehfy  been 

C  6  deprived 
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deprived  of  the  obje&s  of  it,  to  be  long  in- 
fenfible  of  the  extreme  attention  and  deli-; 
cate  folicitude  of  fuch  a  man  as  Harley ; 
and  indeed  Emily  had  been  fo  long  ufed 
to  receive  pleafure  and  confolation  from 
his  converfation,  that  foon  his  converfation 
alone  could    procure    her    any   comfort. 
Each  hour  of  his  abfence  was  an  aching 
void  j  even  her  tears  and  grief  for  her  loft 
friends  afforded  no  relief  to  her  heart,  un- 
lefs  his  were  mingled  with  them  :  they  be- 
came infenfibly   all   the   world    to    each 
other;  and  every  other  confideration  was 
loft  in  that  of  contributing  to  the  comfort 
and  confolation  of  each  other. 

I  have  remarked,  that  Harley  had  left 
Naples  fuddenly,  and  the  caufe  has  been 
likewife  recorded:  but  the  bufy  tongue  of 
fame  had  given  another  reafon  than  the 

true 
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true  one;  and  the  difappearance  of  a  very 
beautiful,  b.ut  very  abandoned  courtezan, 
at  the  fame  time,  gave  rife  to  a  report  of 
their  having  quitted  that  city  together. 

A  young  Englifhman,  who  returned 
about  that  period  to  his  native  ifle,  men- 
tioned this  furmife  among  many  other  too 
true  inftances  of  depravity  in  Harley  j 
which  reached  his  father's  ears  juft  as  his 
mind  was  a  little  difturbed  by  the  large 
fum  of  money  he  had  drawn,  to  enable 
him  to  place  his  beloved  Emily  in  fome 
degree  of  independence. 

Inftead  of  writing  to  his  fon,  to  know 
the  truth  of  this  calumny,  he  made  private 
inquiry  of  the  tutor  about  the  connection 
he  feared  Harley  had  formed  with  one  of 
Jbe  painted  jays  of  Italy,     The  tutor,  who 

had 
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had  long  beheld  the  beauties  of  Emily  as 
a  glutton  does  a  favourite  mOrfel  he  ts  eager 
to  deftFOif ,  hoped  to  be  able  to  break  the 
bonds  he  faw  were  forming;  and  then,  as 
fhe  would  be  reduced  to  the  utmoft  exi- 
gency, he  might  (land  a  better  chance"  of 
fuccefsj  thus,  wolf-like,  enjoying  in  idea 
the  pleafure  he  fhould  reap  at  the  experice 
of  the  honour  and  h'appinefs  of  the  inno- 
cent Emily,  he  rejoiced  at  the  poifon  he 
difcovered  to  have  made  fome  progfefs  in 
the  breaft  of  the  old  gentleman,  and 
quickly  refolved  to  aid  it  all  he  could. 
He  returned  an  artful,  well-feigned  letter, 
wherein  he  lamented  the  fatal  fnare  into 
which  his  pupil,  contrary  to  his  admoni- 
tory advicey  had  raftered  hrmfclf  to  be  en- 
tangled :  that  he  much  feared  the  infidioua 
feducer  would  never  quit  him,  till  his  mar- 
riage, and  confequently  his  ruin,  was  ef- 
fected : 
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fected  :  that  he,  the  tutor,  was  on  the  point 
of  writing  to  Mr.  Harley,  to  obtain  leave 
for  returning  home,  as  his  flay  only  ferved 
to  mortify  himfelf,  by  being  expofed  to  in- 
fult  for  feeking  to  prevent  a  mifchief  he 
feared  could  only  be  prevented  by  an  im- 
mediate command  from  the  father  to  re- 
turn home — infinuating  the  plea  of  ill 
health  was  no  more  than  a  pretence,  as  in 
Naples  he  could  not  infure  to  himfelf  the 
intire  poffeiTion  of  his  fyrert. 

This  fabricated  letter  from  the  vile  tu- 
tor occafioned  a  very  fevere  one  to  Harley. 
His  father,  in  general  terms,  reprobated 
the  whole  of  his  conduit  j  and  affured  him, 
he  fhould  overlook  his  almoft  unpardon- 
able indifcretions  on  no  other  terms  than 
his  immediate  compliance  with  two  condi- 
tions i  namely,  his  quitting  the  continent 

dire&ly, 
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dire&ly,  and  giving  his  hand,  on  his  re- 
turn, to  a  lady  he  had  long  fince  fixed  on 
for  his  wife. 

Ignorant  of  the  treachery  which  had 
been  pra&ifed  againft  him  by  his  tutor,  he 
delayed  not  a  moment  informing  him  of 
the  very  ftrange  and  unufual  letter  he  had 
juft  received^  The  fecret  jay  which  di- 
lated the  heart  of  the  incendiary  kad  no 
other  effect  on  his  phlegmatic  features, 
than  a  cold  fmile.  Harley's  honeft  un- 
fufpecYing  heart  felt  a  chagrin  he  could  not 
conceal,  on  finding  the  man  who  had  ever 
profeffed  the  utmoft  regard,  receive  fuch 
intelligence  fo  coolly.  His  queftions  were 
urged  with  fo  much  warmth,  that  at  lad  the 
hypocrite  was  thrown  off  his  guard  :  a  quar- 
rel enfued  j  and  Harley,  fick  of  the  conteft, 
and  eager  to  behold  his    loved  Emily, 

naftily 
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haftily  quitted  the  lodgings  to  feek  confo- 
lation  in  the  endearing  tendernefs  of  his 


foul's  darling. 


She  turned  pale  at  the  relation  he  made 
her,  both  of  his  father's  letter,  and  recent 
altercation  with  the  tutor.  With  horror 
{he  now  recolle&ed  the  many  obfcure 
hints  he  had  given  her  of  his  odious  paf- 
fion ;  but  above  all  fhe  trembled  at  the 
refolution  of  Harley's  father.  Till  that 
moment  fhe  never  thought  a  feparation 
from  him  on  whom  her  eyes  delighted  to 
dwell,  would  be  neceflary.  To  live  in 
his  fight-— to  hear  his  voice— -to  converfe 
with  him---It  was  all  the  happinefs  fhe 
wifhed  for.  But  to  be  deprived  of  this  ! 
Again  fhe  felt  the  fatal  ftroke  which  rob- 
bed her  of  her  mother  and  brother  -,  her 

wounds 
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wounds  bled  afrefli  $  her  face  was 
drowned  in  tears,  nor  could  fhe  articulate 
a  word. 

The  foothing  accents  of  Harley,  which 
Once  had  power  to  calm  her  griefs,  were 
flow  urged  in  vain. -—All  the  horror  and 
diftrefs  of  her  helplefs  fituation  appeared 
in  true  colours.  Sicknefs  and  accumu- 
lated forrow  had  before  prevented  her 
opening  her  eyes  to  the  impropriety  of  be- 
ing fecluded  from  all  the  world,  a»d 
though  not  living  under  the  fame  roof,  yet 
receiving  protection  from  a  young  man 
ttio  amiable  to  be  beheld  without  an  affec- 
tion at  orice dangerous  to  her  peace  and  in- 
jurious t6  her  reputation.  Convinced 
of  the  painful  neceffity  herfelf,  fhe  had  juft 
ftrength  enough  to  urge  their  immediate 

feparation. 
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reparation.  Her  health  but  barely  efta- 
blifhed  would  render  a  journey  to  England 
extremely  hazardous.  But  he  was  called 
thither  by  the  abfolute  command  of  his 
parent,  and  fhe  conjured  him,  as  he 
valued  her  eternal  welfare,  to  fet  out  im- 
mediately to  fulfil  the  obligations  he 
had  ever  acknowledged  due  to  his  fa- 
the*. 

Harley  was  too  much  attached  to  attend 
to  the  reafoning  of  Emily.— Not  that  he 
did  not  feel  and  allow  the  full  force  of 
her  arguments  j  but  thofe  very  arguments 
operated  as  fo  many  powerful  caufes  for 
his  adhering  to  his  firft  intentions  of  unit- 
ing her  deftiny  to  his  own :  fhe  was 
friendlefs,  portionlefs,  and  unprotefted. 
Her  character  (which  he  afterwards  found 
had  its  principal  traducer  in  the  tutor)  was 

fpoken 
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fpoken  doubtfully  of.  His  vifits,  which 
were  daily,  and  the  intereft  he  took  in 
her  concerns,  had  caufed  the  flander  of 
malice  to  have  fome  colour.  Did  he  not 
owe  her  reparation  ?  That  (he  was  friend- 
left,  portionlefs,  and  unprotested)  was  his 
misfortune  j  for  he  had  made  her  fo.  Nay, 
his  very  fervice  had  contributed  to  her  lofs 
of  fame.  How  could  thefe  injuries  be  re- 
paired but  by  his  becoming  her  legal  pro- 
tector ?  All  his  rhetoric  then  was  employed 
to  convince  her  no  time  mould  be  loft  in 
determining  now  what  ought  to  be~  done  j 
there  was  but  one  way,  and  to  engage  her 
compliance  he  failed  not  to  ufe  that  too- 
common  plea,  that  his  father  would  forgive 
what  he  could  not  prevent ;  and  that  he 
Ihould  eafily  convince  him  how  much  he 
was  bound  by  honour  to  a£t  as  he  had 
done.     He  failed  not  too,  with  all  the 

fond 
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fond  partiality  of  a  lover,  to  allure  her, 
that  as  foon  as  his  father  ihould  behold 
her  beauty,  and  on  a  nearer  acquaintance, 
be  convinced,  as  himfelf  was,  that  her  mind 
even  furpafied  her  perfon,  he  would,  with 
him,  almoft,  blefs  the  occafion  which 
had  united  them. 

The  generous  pleading  of  a  lover,  be- 
loved as  Harley  was,  will  but  too  often 
have  the  fame  influence.-— Silenced,  if  not 
convinced,  Emily  no  longer  oppofed  his 
wiflies,  and  that  very  evening  gave  him 
poffeflion  of  her  hand,  as  he  had  long  be- 
fore engrafted  all  the  tendernefs  of  the 
heart  of  this  amiable  unfortunate  airl. 

He  was  too  much  difgufted  with  his 
tutor,  to  acquaint  him  with  his  marriage, 
but  (lightly  took  leave  of  him  the  next 

day, 
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day,  without  entering  into  angi  converfa- 
tion 

By  eafy  ftages,  in  which  he  confulted 
the  debilitated  ftate  of  his  loved  Emily's 
health,  he  profecuted  his  route  towards 
England.  As  it  was  his  intereft  to  be 
there  as  foon  as  poflible,  they  made  but 
fhort  ftay  at  the  principal  towns  and  cities 
through  which  they  paffed :  the  gaieties 
even  of  Paris  detained  them  not.  From 
thence  he  wrote  to  his  father,  faying  at 
what  time  he  hoped  to  have  the  happi- 
nefs  of  throwing  hiaifelf  at  his  feet,  and 
on  a  true  relation  of  what  had  paffed,  he 
doubted  not  receiving  his  parental  for., 
givenefs  and  bleffing,  which  it  fhould  be 
the  future  bufinefs  of  his  life  to  deferv*. 
He  thought  it  better  to  defer  the  news  of 
his  matrimonial  engagement,  till  by  flaw- 
ing 


FOR    FATHERS.        47 

ing  the  particulars  of  the  melancholy 
ftory,  he  had  fecured  an  intereft  in  his 
father's  heart  for  his  dear  Emily. 

To  ftrengthen  his  eloquence,  he  deter- 
mined to  apply  to  an  Aunt  who  was  a  great- 
favourite   with   the   old   gentleman,   and 
who     had     even    much    influence     over 
him,     in    confequence    of    her     having 
once  given    him    a  piece    of  advice  in 
a  law-fuit,  by   which    he  had   gained  a 
considerable  acceflion  of  fortune.     Har- 
ley,   in   his  boyifti  years,   was  much  be- 
loved by  this  Aunt,  and  he  refolved  to  pay 
her  a  vifit,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in 
England,  confiding  his    beloved  wife  to 
her  care,   till  he    obtained  permiffion  to 
carry  her  to  the  feat  of  his  father. 

Ever  fanguine,  and  now  happy  in  the 
4  poffeflion 
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pofleflion  of  a  woman  formed  to  infpire 
the  trueft  tendernefs,  and  flattering  himfelf 
that  his  father  muft  approve  his  choice,  the 
hours  flew  gaily  on  j  and  he  had  even 
taught  his  Emily  to  fmile  with  cheerful 
hope. 

Delufive  hope !    how  tranfient  thy  vifits! 
how  deceitful  thy  fmiles  ! 


"  The  fpider's  moft  attenuated  thread 
"  Is  cord,  is  cable,  to  man's  weaker  tie 
«  On  human  blifs." 


On  their  arrival  in  London,  Harley 
proceeded  to  Leicefter-Fields,  the  refidence 
of  his  Aunt.  f  He  left  his  wife  in  the 
chaife,  and  his-fiame  was  announced.  As 
he  afcend«£r'  the  ftairs,  he  heard  his  name 

repeated 
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repeated  with  no  pleafant  found.  "  Har- 
"  ley  ! ,  what  brings  him  hither  ?  why  does 
"  he  come  to  me  ?" 

"  Becaufe,"  cried  he,  "  there  is  but 
"one  woman  in  the  world  who  is  dearer 
"  to  me  than  my  Aunt  j"  faying  which,  he 
made  but  one  ftep  from  the  door  to  the 
upper  end  of  the  drawing-room,  to  catch 
her  in  his  arms.  Her  cold  reftrained  air, 
and  fable  drefs,  ftruck  him  at  once.  With 
a  petrifying  voice  and  repelling  hand  fhe 
told  him,  "  If  to  trample  over  the  body 
"  of  his  father,  and  infult  his  allies, 
"  were  all  he  wanted,  his  prefence  in  her 
"  fight  was  as  unpleafing  as  unneceffary; 
"Go,"  Ihe  continued,  "go  to  this. wo* 
"  man,  to  whom  you  do  me  the* honour 
"  of  being  fecond  in  your  regard ;  go  to 
"  her,  and  tell  her^  how  much  you  have. 
Vol.  I.  D  "  facri- 
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"  facrificed  at  her  fhrine :  go,  and  boaft 
*'  that  you  have  fent  your  aged  father  with 
f<  forrow  to  his  grave  ;  and  in  her  arms 
"  feek  confolation  for  the  beggary  and 
"  curfes  which  are  now  all   your  inhcrit- 


"  ance," 


Harley  with  difficulty   flaggered  to  a 
fopha,    and   more  dead  than  alive,  funk 
down  upon  it.      He   fat  raotionlefs  fome 
time,  nor  did  he  perceive  his  Aunt  had 
left  the  room  till  fome  minutes  after.    His 
head  turned  giddy,  but  he  had  ft  ill  recol- 
lection enough  to  remember  he  had  left 
his  Emily  in  the  chaife  at  the  door  -,  and 
he  found  too  forcibly  he  was  an  unwel- 
come vifitor.     By  the  baluftrade  he  fup- 
pofted  his  trembling  limbs  -t  and  with  a 
face,  pale  as  defpair  could  make  it,  he 
haftily  threw  himfelf  into  the  chaife,  bid- 
2.  dang 
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ding  the  pott-boys  drive  to  an  hotel  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

His  agitation  was  too  vifible  to  efcape 
the  obfervation  of  Emily  -,  —  her  fpiriti 
took  the  alarm,  and  fhe'fat  in  a  fearful 
dread  of  hearing  fomething  bad.  He 
fpake  not  a  word.  After  a  few  minutes 
filence,  fhe  ventured  to  take  his  hand,  and 
with  a  voice  fo'ftened  by  terror  arid  tender- 
ncfs,  inquired  what  new  caufe  had  arifen 
to  make  fuch  an  alteration  in  his  counte- 
nance :  "  Is  your  Aunt  ill  ?"  fhe  allied. 

tc  Yes,"  he  replied,  with  a  figh  that 
feemed  to-  rive  his  bofom. 


« 


Are  you  going  t&  your  father  >" 

D  z  "No; 
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"No  j  oh,  noi"  cried  he,  with  an 
agonizing  groan. 

"  Oh  Harley,"  faid  Emily,  burfting 
into  tears,  and  finking  her  head  on  his 
Ihoulder,  «  what  am  I  to  think  of  all  this  ? 
"  Is  it  thus  we  are  received  ?  Is  this  the 
"  flattering  profpect  you  were  a  few  hours 
tc  fince  painting  to  my  enchanted  view  ? 
"  Will  you  not  fpeak  to  me  ?" 

"  I  cannot ; — too  foon  will  you  know 
"  .all." 

By  this  time  the  chaife  flopped;  the 
unhappy  pair  could  fcarcely  fupport  each 
other  into  a  room ;  when  Harley,  who 
had  no  longer  command  over  himfelf, 
gave  vent  to  all  the  anguifh  that  tore  his 

heart- 
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.> 


heart- firings, — throwing  himfelf  on  the 
floor,  dalhing  his  head  againft  it,  and  ex- 
claiming in  all  the  bitternefs  of  language 
on  the  cruelty  of  his  fate. 

Half  breathlefs,  and  dying  with  the 
dread  of  fhe  knew  not  what,  the  poor  pale 
Emily  funk  down  by  his  fide,  incapable 
of  affording  him  confolation,  or  even  arti- 
culating a  word  of  inquiry.  In  the  midft 
of  his  own  anguifh  he  faw  and  pitied  hers. 
He  ftarted  on  his  feet,  and  though  his 
looks  were  wild  and  defpairing,  he  gently 
raifed  her,  and  placing  her  on  a  chair,  bade 
*her  have  fome  comfort.  "  You,"  cried 
he,  "  you  are  not  a  beggar,  nor  do  you 
<c  labour  under  the  curfes  of  a  dying  pa- 
"  rent." 

ff  Oh  i"  fhe  exclaimed,  <c  I  am  doubly 
D  3  "  and 
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c«  and  trebly,  fo,  if  I  have  occasioned  fudi 
«  misfortunes  to  you.  It  is  I  alone  hare 
«  caufed  thefe  evils,-— deareft*  beft  loved 
"  of  men,"  fhe  continued,  finking  on  her 
knees  before  him,  "  can  you,  can  yoq 
"  forgive  your  Emily,  and  taking  me  to 
"  vour  bofom  infufe  fome  comfort  there, 
"  to  keep  my  poor  heart  from  breaking?" 

He  folded  her  in  his  arms,  afluring  her 
fhe  was  more  dear  to  him  than  ever; 
fhen  Halting  from  her,  he  raved  againfl; 
the  uncommon  hardships  he  enduredj 
fwore  he  would  go  to  his  father's  houfe-* 
nay,  to  his  grave,  and  demand  what  he 
had,  done,  to  be  configoed  to  beggary 
and  perdition ! 

Emily  too  plainly  faw  his  head  was  dis- 
turbed,   even  to    the  diflodgment  of  his 

reafon. 
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reafon.  This  was  a  call  upon  ber  more  par- 
ticularly to  exert  herfelf.  She  begged  of 
Heaven  to  grant  her  fufficient  ftrength  of 
mifcd  to  fupport  this  heavy  affliction,  and 
to  enable  her  to  afford  fome  confolation  to 
her  beloved  hufband.  She  foothed  him 
by  her  endearing  carefTes,  and  at  laft  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  lie  down  on  a  bed. 

She  requefted  a  phyfician  of  eminence 
to  be  fent  for,  who  had  fome  knowledge 
of  her  family,  and  to  him  fhe  related  the 
little  £he  knew  of  the  caufe  of  Harley's 
phrenzy.  His  name  was  well-known  to 
the  doctor,  who  had  indeed  heard  many 
particulars  relative  to  the  old  gentleman's 
death.  He  was  extremely  furprifed  to  fee 
in  the  wife  of  Harley,  a  young  lady  whofe 
character  and  connections  he  was  already 
fo  well  acquainted  with. 

D  4  After 
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After  ordering  a  copious  bleeding  of  his 
patient,  he  recommended  their  immediate 
removal  to  convenient  lodgings,  as  being 
a  more  eligible  fituation  than  a  public 
.hotel.  He  kindly  undertook  the  whole 
arrangement  himfelf,  obferving  the  inca- 
pacity both  of  Harley  and  his  wife  ;  the 
former  from  diforder,  and  the  latter  from 
grief  confequent  on  it. 

In  the  evening  he  called  again,  and  had 
fome  converfation  with  poor  Emily,  which 
afforded  a  fhadow  of  comfort  to  her  care- 
worn heart. 

He  told  her,  old  Harley  had  been  grofs- 
\y  impofed  on  by  falfe  reprefentations, 
v,hich  he  believed  came  from  the  tutor  of 
her  hufband,  and  who  arrived  in  England 
three  v.  eeks  before  them  ;  cf  this  he  was  now 

fully 
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fully  convinced,  as  the  report  was,  the 
wife  of  Harley  was  an  Italian  courtezan  of 
the  mod  infamous  character,  who  had  infti- 
gated  him  to  fight  a  duel  with  one  of  her 
former  lovers ;  and  who,  it  had  been  re- 
ported, was  unfairly  killed  -,  though  the 
matter  had  been  made  up,  by  large 
fums  of  money  properly  applied. 

Emily  could  but  lift  up  her  hands  and* 
eyes  at  the  falfity  of  this  relation,  which 
eouhl  be  equalled  only  by  the  villainy  of 
the  inventor.     The  doctor  allured  her  he 
now  difcredited  each  part  of  it,  as  fo  mate- 
rial a  one  had  been  overthrown  which  her 
was  able  to  contradict:.     ««■  And  I  wifh  mod: 
"  heartily,"  he  ad^ed,  « the  old  gentleman 
"'hadlivedto  be  convinced  of  thefalfehood' 
"  of  that  diabolical  rafcal,  who. has  certainly 
D  5  «  been 
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*«  been  the  caufe  of  his  death,  and  the  re- 
"  probation  of  his  once  favourite  fon." 

"  Oh,  my  God ! "  cried  Emily,  with 
ftreaming  eyes,  "  do  but  reftore  the  reafbn 
"  and  health  of  the  deareft,  moft  injured 
c<  of  men,  and  to  all  the  evils  of  poverty  I 
tc  will  fubmit  with  refignation,  and  praife 
"  the  Power  that  Tias  mingled  blefling* 
"  with  its  chaftifementsl" 

"  I  truft,"  faid  the  doftor,  «  in  a  fcttle 
*'  time  our  patient  will  be  fufficiently  com- 
"  pofed  to  receive  confolation,  from  the 
"  conviction  that  his  father  would  never 
cc  have  denounced  fo  fevere  a  curfe,  but  in 
■■  «  confequence  of  mifinformation.  When 
"  his  reafon  and  ftrength  of  mind  is  re- 
c<  eftablifhed,  from   confeious  innocence, 

"  he 


FOR    FATHERS.        59 

"  he  will  feel  the  anathema  much  lighten- 
"  ed  j  and,  indeed,  I  think  it  an  unnatural 
{l  exertion  of  parental  authority,  which 
«  cannot  be  reconciled  to  religion  or  rea- 
«■  fon." 

Emily  declared  fhe  was  much  com-* 
forted,  and,  in  the  fimplicity  of  her  heart,, 
added,. fhe. hoped  the  brother  of  Mf.  Har- 
ley  (when  the  truth  fully  appeared,  and 
which  fhe  was  certain  would  reflect  ho- 
nour on  his  character)  would  take  his  un- 
happy cafe  in  confideration,  .and  give 
him,  at  leaft,  a  younger  brother's  portion. 
It  is  happy  for  the  human  heart,  rhat  it 
can  thus  derive  comfort  to  itfelf,,  though; 
from  a  fhadow,  as  it  certainly  enables  it 
better  to  bear  the  prefenfc  weight  of  evili 
and  time  may  blunt  the  edge  of  that 
which  we  thus  fhi ft  off  to  a  future  day.. 
D  6  This 
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This  hope  of  Emily'was  juft  of  the  nature 
of  that  fhe  had  formed  on  another  occafion, 
when  fhe  doubted  not  the  heir  of  her  bro- 
ther would  commiferate  her,  and  do  in 
part  for  her,  out  ofjufiice,  what  her  brother 
had  intended  from  motives  of  affection. 

The  doctor,  who  knew  the  world,  and 
had  felt  too  many  pulfes,  to  be  ignorant  of 
the  motives  which  actuate  men  in  general, 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  unwilling  to 
knock  down  the  little  fabric  fhe  had 
creeled,  to  repofe  upon  too  fuddenly,  yet 
could  not  help  obferving,  he  feared  men 
were  more  religioufly  difpofed  to  adhere 
to  a  vow,  by  which  tenure  they  held  large 
pofTeffions,  than  to  any  other  j  that  four 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum  and  great  per- 
fonalities  coming  unexpectedly  to  a  man,  was 
more  apt  to  contract,  than  expand  his  heart. 

How* 
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However,  he  would  by  no  means  difcou- 
rage  the  hope,  which,  as  it  was  founded  on 
the  idea  of  the  younger  Harley  being  a 
man  of  honour  and  a  Chriftian,  reflected 
the  higheft  honour  on  the  amiable  heart 
that  fuggefted  it. 

He  begged  her  to  reft  fatisfied,  that 
whatever  he  could  do  mould  be  urged  in 
their  behalf ;  and  that  he  would  early  the 
next  day  wait  on  Harley's  aunt,  who  was 
a  woman  that  would  hear  realbn. 

After  receiving  the  molt  grateful  thanks 
from  Emily,  he  began  to  give  an  account 
of  the  death  of  the  old  gentleman.  It  has 
been  obferved,  that  his  fon's  ill  conduct 
had  for  fome  time  weakened  the  excefs  of 
fondnefs  he  had  ever  indulged  towards 
him,  and  which  fome  well-managed  inu- 

endos 
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endos  from  the  younger  Harley,  and  ae 
long  abfenee,  contributed  fo  much  to,  as 
to  render  him  difpofed  to  believe  any  un- 
favourable reprefentation. 

When  the  infamous  tutor  arrived'  with 
a  tale  ready  dreft  up  for  the  already  preju- 
diced father,  the  fhock  was  fo  great,  that 
an  apoplexy  was  the  immediate  conse- 
quence :  he  recovered  only  to  have-ftrength- 
to  alter  his  will,  to  cut  him  off  with  a  {hil- 
ling, and  to  imprecate  the  heavieft  curfes 
on  his  head.  To  mitigate  the  feverity  of 
fuch  a  procedure,,  the  reader  muft  recollect 
the  provocation  he  appeared  to  have  given 
his  father.  He  had  been  told  his  fon  had 
drawn  for  very  large  fums  under  a  falfe 
pretence — (That  he  had'  drawn  for  thefe 
fums,  was  a  truth ;  and  the  vile  tutor  gave 
the  falfe  colouring  to  it.) — that  he  had  em- 

brued 
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brued  his  hands  in  blood,  even  that  of  his 
friend,  which  broke  the  heart  of  the  young 
man's  mother  j  and  that  he  had  married  an 
infamous  {trumpet,  whom  he  meant  to  palm 
on  his  father  as  a  woman  of  virtue :  that  great 
part  of  his  money  was  expended  in  crufhing 
the  evidence  of  thofe  who  knew  the  unfair- 
nefs  of  the  duel,  and  that  his  more  lawful 
debts  were  left  unfatisfkd.      This  intelli- 
gence, to  a  man  of  ftrong  paffions,  would 
produce  ftrong  effects.    Choked  with  rage, 
and  hardly  able  to  utter  his  bitter  curfes,  he 
fell  to  the  ground  in  a  fit.      In  the  firft 
moments  of  his  difappointed  hopes,  he  had 
fworn  he  would  cut  him  off  from  his  for- 
tune and  family;  and,  it  is  faid,  care  was 
taken  to  have  a  lawyer  follow  the  heels  of 
the  furgeon  inftantly.     There  was  no  kind 
mediating  friend  to  interpofe;  no  one  to 
hint  that,  perhaps,  things  had  been  exag- 

geratedj 
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aerated,  and  that  the  tutor  lhewed  more  of 
rancour  againft  the  abfent  Harley,  than 
affection  for  the  family,  in  the  account  he 
gave :  on  the  contrary,  the  turpitude  and 
fiagitioufnefs  of  his  crimes  were  held  up  in 
the  moft  deteftable  light,  and  nothing  was 
wanting  to  accelerate  the  bufinefs  which 
deprived  an  unfortunate  and  injured  man 
of  his  indubitable  right  in  the  poffeffions 
of  his  forefathers;  and,  while  it  reduced 
him  to  a  ftate  of  penury,  loaded  him  with 
the  reflection,  that  the  laft  breath  of  his 

parent  expired  in  bitter  curfes  on  his  de- 
devoted  head ! 


The  doctor  was  very  affiduous  in  his  at- 
tendance on  his  patient,  acting  in  every 
capacity  as  phyfician,  divine  and  moral 
comforter.    But  the  blow  hzd  ftricken  too 


near 
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near  the  heart  of  Harley.    And  let  his  fate 
be  a  warning  to  every  young  perfon,  to 
keep  in  the  (trait  path  of  rectitude  !     His 
innocence  of  the  more  material  and  bafeft 
charges  might,  and  probably  would/  have 
enabled  him  to  ftruggle  with  poverty  and  its 
concomitant  evils :   but,  alas!    though  in- 
nocent in  thefe  inftances,  he  yet  had  been 
guilty  of  many  vices  j   and  he  read  his 
crimes  in  his  punifhment.     Young  men 
are  too  apt  to  flatter  themfelves,  that  the 
hurry  and  vivacity  with  which  the  natural 
flow  and  indulgence  of  their  paffions  urge 
them  to  ru(h  into  excefles,  carry  their  ex- 
cufes  with  them.     A  fick  bed,  however, 
will  always  fhew  them  their  actions  in  a 
true  light :  the  fallacy  of  their  opinions, 
the  abfurdiey  of  their  doctrines,  will  then 
appear  in  their  proper  colours,  divefted  of 
the  prejudice  of  paflion,  or  the  arts  of  fo~ 

phiftry  ; 
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phifhyj  and  they  will  turn  away  their  di£ 
gufted  eyes,  with  horror,  from  the  fad  pic- 
ture their  frailties  hold  up  to  their  af- 
frighted view. 

Thus  fared  it  with  poor  Harley !  In 
the  height  of  his  fever  he  raved  incefiantly 
in  all  the  horror  of  defpairj  his  confciencc 
charging  him  with  a  thoufand  a&s,  which 
now  {hook  his  foul  with  terror.  It  was  the 
talk  of  the  humane  phyfician  to  fpeak 
peace  to  him,  and  in  part  he  fucceeded. 
He  eafily  prevailed  on  his  aunt  to  vifit  his 
chamber,  which  afforded  him  a  very  vifible 
comfort.  His  intervals  of  fenfe,  however,, 
were  fewer  and  fhorter  each  day  j  yet  he 
failed  not  in  every  one  to  recommend  his 
adored  Emily  to  the  protection  of  Heaven, 
and  fuck  friends  as  could  bellow  it  on 
her. 

It 
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It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  her  affliction ; 
but  yet  it  was  increafed  by  finding  herfdf 
in  a  fituation  that,  in  happier  times,  would 
;iave  been  a  circumftance  of  -added  de- 
light. 

As  women,  and  particularly  fingle  ones 
of  a  certain  age,  are  apt  to  be  curious  in 
their  inquiries-  on  their  fiift  interview,  poor 
Emily  had  been  afked  if  fhe  was  in  an  in- 
creasing' way,  in  a  manner  that  threw  her 
into  the  utmoft  confufion  -,  and  being  con- 
firmed, in  what  fhe  dreaded  to  be  the  cafe* 
by  the  fagacious  old  lady,  felt  a  new 
fource  of  diftrefs  in  reflecting  that  fhe 
fiiould  produce  an  unfortunate  being  into 
die  world,  to  be  the  heir  of  poverty,  and 
ioint  heir  of  forrow  and  afHi&ion. 

The 
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The  doctor  feeing  no  Ihadow  of  hope 
for  his  poor  patient,  began  to  prepare  the 
unhappy  Emily  for  the  event  which  he 
forefaw  would  happen  within  the  courfe  of 
a  few  hours.  Heavy  as  had  been  the 
trials  of  this  young  creature,  her  heart  felt 
this  ftroke  as  if  it  was  the  firft  arrow  from 
the  quiver  of  misfortune.  But  yet  it  was 
borne,  and  it  wasfurvived !  Heaven  en- 
dued her  with  fortitude  j  and,  moreover, 
gave  her  the  fweeteft  of  all  confolationSi  a 
conviction  that  her  beloved  was  reconciled 
to  his  God,  before  he  was  fnatched  from 
her  eyes  for  ever  ! 

From  the  fcene  of  death,  Emily  was  re- 
moved to  Leicefler-fields,  where  the  aunt 
of.  the  departed  Harley  ufed  every  con- 
fplatojy  expedient  in  the  fame  words,  in 

the 
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the- fame  mode/  and  with  the  fame  effects, 
as  have  beeri  pra£tifed  from  time  imme* 
morial. 

A  fettled  and  habitual  melancholy  hung 
over  the  features  of  the  forlorn  widow. — I 
have  hear4  Alfred  fay,  he  never  knew  her 
to  laugh  in  his  life.  A  faint  fmile  would 
now  and  then  illumine  her  face,  like  the 
tranfient  lightning  in  a  fummer's  Iky,  and 
as  quickly  vanifh. 

She  continued  to  live  with  the  old  lady 
till  the  death  of  the  latter,  which  hap- 
pened when  Alfred  had  attained  his  fourth 
year ;  and  of  whom  fhe  had  ever  exprefTed 
the  utmoft  affecYion,  always  declaring  (he 
would,  as  much  as  was  in  her  power,  re- 
pair the  injury  his  father  had  fuftained  in 
the  lofs  of  fortune.     Such  might  probably: 

be 
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be  her  intention ;  but,  unfortunately,  he 
was  not  her  heir  at  law,  and  fbe  was  indo- 
lent, or  fuperftitiouHy  apprehended  her 
death  would  immediately  follow,  if  fhe 
made  a  will,  that  that  provifton  wa&  never 
fecured  j  fo  that  her  demife,  which  was 
■hidden,  threw  the  poor  little  Alfred  defti- 
tute  on  the  world,  except  what  his  unfor* 
tunatc  mother  could  fave  from  her  an- 
nuity. 

She  had  made  frequent  applications  to  her 
own  family,  many  of  whom  Kved  in  fplen- 
dour.  Thofe  related  to  her  by  the  mother's 
fide  were  not  fparing  of  their  cenfures  on  the 
conduct  of  both ;  they  had  both  been:  tan- 
fortunate  :  and  thofe  who  did  not  choofe  to 
foften  her  misfortunes,  fheltered  themfelrcs 
behind  the  kindnefs  they  would  have  fbewn, 
if  Ihe  had  deferved  it  by  being  prudent.^ 

From 
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From  the  brother  of  her  dear  Harley  flie 
had  even  lefs  expectation;  and  fuch  had 
been  his  unfraternal  behaviour,  that  abjecT: 
ftavery  would  have  been  preferred  to  relief 
from  that  quarter. 

A  diftant  relation,  however,  took  up  the 
eaufe  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs.  An 
old  gentleman  in  the  North  offered  her  an 
afylum  in  his  houfe,  and  undertook  the 
education  and  eftablifhment  of  her  fon. 
That  her  beloved  child  fhould  not  be  left 
totally  deftitute  and  unprovided  for  by  her 
death,  fhe  fold  her  annuity  for  lefs  than  two 
thirds  of  what  it  originally  coft,  and  vefted 
the  fum  in  the  funds  for  his  ufe,  when 
Heaven  fhould  pleafe  to  remove  her  from 
a  worlid  that  had  beftowed  on  her  a 
more  than  equal  portion  of  its  difcom- 
fbrts. 

To 
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To  a  mind  fenfible,  delicate,  and  torn 
with  repeated  forrows,  as  Emily's  was,  a 
xjuiet  retreat,  where  flie  could  have  in- 
dulged her  melancholy  propenfities,  which 
led  her  conftantly  to  deplore  the  lofs'of 
thofe  loved  connections  fhe  had  been  fo 
fuddenly  and  cruelly  deprived  of,  would 
have  been  "  a  confummation  devoutly  to 
"  be  wifhed."  But  we  are  not  the  carvers 
of  our  own  fortunes ;  and  any  fituation  that 
promifed  fecurity  to  her  fon,  from  farther 
and  future  want,  was  gladly  embraced  by 
her. 

Mr.  Nelfon  feemed  charmed  both  with 
the  mother  and  child ;  and  as  he  liked  fo- 
ciety  himfelf,  could  not  confent  they  mould, 
retire  from  it.  Indeed,  Mrs.  Harley  had. 
too  much  fenfe  not  to  know  it  was  her  in- 
tereft  to  facrifice  her  own  feelings  on  this 

occafion;. 
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occafion  j  and  likewife  it  was  the  intereft 
of  her  child,  a  much  deare'r  confideration 
than  her  own,  that  he  fhould  mix  in  a 
world  on  which  he  had  no  other  claim  for 
its  attention,  than  by  complying  with  the 
cuftoms  of  it. 

At  a  proper  age  Alfred  was  placed  at  a 
public  fchool,  and  from  the  mode  of  his 
education  (no  expence  being  fpared), 
Emily  was  almoft  inclined  to  flatter  her- 
felf,  that  the  furmifes  of  their  acquaintance 
were  juft,  and  that  Mr.  Nelfon  meant  him 
for  his  heir.  However,  to  prevent  future 
difappointment,  and  arm  his  young  mind 
againft  encouraging  a  hope  that  might, 
from  the  known  capricioufnefs  of  old  age, 
and  various  circumftances,  be  totally  with- 
out foundation,  Mrs.  Harley  related  to  Al- 
fred every  incident  previous  to  his  birth. 

Vol.  I.  E  She 
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She  infufed  into  his  bofom  a  fpir it  of  in- 
dependence, to  ftimulate  him  to  make 
every  poffible  improvement,  that  he  might 
have  it  fooner  in  his  power  to  do  fome- 
thing  for  himfelf,  if  accident  or  any  other 
caufe  fhould  deprive  him  of  the  patronage 
of  Mr.  Nelfon — always  infpiring  him  with 
the  deepeft  gratitude  to  that  friend,  who 
fo  bountifully  beftowed  benefits  upon  him 
that  could  never  be  wrefted  from  him,  but 
in  every  fituation  of  life  would  be  produc- 
tive of  pleafure  and  ufe. 


Young  and  handfome  as  fhe  was,  it  is 
rather  wonderful  fhe  fhould  not  have  been 
often  folicited  to  enter  into  a  fecond  en- 
gagement :  but  whether  fhe  early  made 
known  her  fixed  intention  of  never  chang- 
ing her  ftate,  or  whether  the  luftre  of  her 

beauty 
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beauty  was  tarnifhed  by  her  tears,  or  that 
in  the  round  of  vifitors  there  happened  to 
be  no  one  who  was  charmed  with  a  Niobe% 
has  not  been  cleared  up.  Alfred  has  de- 
clared, he  never  heard  her  fpeak  of  any 
man  but  her  hufband  and  brother ;  and  he 
believes,  except  himfelf,  fhe  never  looked 
two  moments  together  on  any  of  the  fex. 

Her  piety,  her  refignation,  and  tender 
love  for  him,  were  uniform,  warm,  and 
rational.  She  feemed  to  have  been  in 
the  poet's  mind,  when  he  perfonified  Me- 
lancholy j 

"  With  leaden  eye,  that  loves  the  ground.'' 

Butythough  fad,  fhe  was  never  gloomy,  and 
would  exert  herfelf  to  vary  the  amufe- 
ments  of  Mr.  Nelfon  (whom  fhe  efteemed 
as  a  parent)  and  ,of  her  fon,  whom  fhe 
E  a  doated 
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doated  on,  but  yet  never  indulged  in  the 
follies  which  young  mothers  are  too  apt  to 
comply  with,  from  a  falfe  affection. 

It  certainly  would  have  relieved  her 
mind  from  a  great  and  natural  inquietude, 
had  Mr.  Nelfon  made  fome  fettlement  on 
Alfred,  or  declared  what  his  intentions 
were  towards  him.  By  his  education  and 
allowance  (for  the  old  gentleman  regulated 
all  thefe  matters  as  if  he  was  born  to  the 
inheritance  of  the  firft  eftates  in  the  king- 
dom), he  was  enabled  to  affociate  with 
boys  of  the  higheft  confequence;  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  often  filled  the  heart  of 
Mrs.  Harley  with  dread,  left  he  fhould 
contract  a  tafte  for  the  great  world,  when 
perhaps  his  fortune  might  be  little  more 
than  the  poor  pittance  fhe  had  been  able, 
from  the  fale  of  her  annuity,   and  fub- 

fequent 
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feqirent  favings,    to   colled   together  for 
him. 

She  made  him  clearly  underftand  how 
little  he  was  entitled  to  figure  in  the  ftyle 
he  now  moved  in,  and  how  neceflary  pof- 
feffidns  are,' to  ftamp  a  value  on  merit, 
which  is  too  often  overlooked  in  obfcurityj 
that  every  thing  he  had  was  a  gift  from  the 
bounty  of  Mr.  Nelfon  ■,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  permanent,  or  his  by  any  other  te- 
nure than  the  will  of  the  donor  :  (he  con- 
vinced him  of  the  extenfivenefs  of  his 
obligations,  though  they  mould  ceafe 
fooner,  and  without  that  termination 
which  he  might  flatter  himfelf  would  be 
the  confequencej  fince  the  advantage  of  a 
liberal  education  could  never  fail  him ; 
from  thence  he  would  derive  a  fource  of 
utility  and  pleafure,  that  would  accompany 
E  3  him 
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him  to  his  lateft  days,  and  provide  him 
the  means  of  maintaining^  himfelf  with 
honour  and  credit,  fhould  all  other  re- 
fources  be  removed  from  him. 

Thefe  admonitory  lectures  had,  no 
doubt,  their  due  weight  with  a  lad  of 
good  understanding,  and  well  dtfpofed,  as 
Alfred  was.  He  revered,  he  idolized  his 
mother,  and  wilhed  for  an  independent 
fortune  for  nothing  fo  much  as  to  con- 
vince her  of  his  affection,  by  placing  her 
in  a  fkuation  moft  congenial  to  her  turn 
of  mind. 

There  was  a  Angularity  of  character  In 
Mr.  Nelfon,  which,  although  Mrs.  Har- 
ley,  who  was  all  compliance  and  attention, 
never  pointed  out  to  her  fon,  yet  foon  be- 
came vifible  to  him.  He  had  fixed  prin- 
ciples 
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ciples  of  what  he  thought  right  and  wrongs 
which  it  was  not  an  eafy  tafk  to  make  him 
recede  from,  notwithftanding  they  feldom 
fquared  with  the  opinion  of  others :  it  was 
fufficient  they  were  the  children  of  his 
fancy,  to  adopt  them  with  all  the  zeal  that 
could  inflame  a  martyr.  Mrs.  Harley 
never  fought  to  combat  them :  Alfred 
would  now  and  then  enter  his  caveat 
againft  outre  prejudices  \  but  refpecl:  to  a 
look  of  difapprobation  from  his  mother 
would  check  him  on  the  inftantj  though 
he  fometimes  felt  great  difficulty  in  con- 
cealing his  chagrin,  when  the  old  gentle- 
man (who  efteemed  charity  even  in  an 
higher  degree  than  St.  Paul  himfelf,  as  his 
creed  was,  that  it  did  not  only  cover,  but 
cancel  a  multitude  of  fins)  would  unplea- 
fantly  enough  give  proofs  of  his  predilec- 
tion for  that  virtue,  by  inftancing  how 
E  4  much 
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much  he  had  done  for  perfons  fo  diftantly 
related  to  him  as  the  Harleys. 

Emily  confidered  thefe  little  traits  in 
his  character  as  no  other  than  the  taxes  we 
are  obliged  to  pay  to  government  for  its 
protection  j  they  are  evils,  but  every  one 
muft  fubmit  to  them.  She  felt  more  for 
him,  than  for  herfelf,  on  thefe  occafions,  as 
fhe  feared  his  opinions  would  make  him  a 
fubjeft  of  ridicule  to  thofe  who,  though 
they  would  laugh  at  his  foibles,  would 
never  take  example  from  his  virtues.  She 
well  knew  he  meant  not  to  diftrefs  any 
one,  notwithftanding  he  could  not  refill 
the  vanity  of  erecting  a  temporary  throne 
for  his  own  praife. 

In  the  feries  of  years  they  had  lived 
together,    he  never  once  mentioned  any 

future 
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future  plan  for  Alfred ;  which  indeed 
gave  her  more  true,  concern  than  a  thou- 
fand  particularities  in  his  conduct  could 
have  done.  He  was  now  eighteen,  and 
nothing  yet  had  been  propofed ;  when  one 
day  fhe  affumed  courage  to  hint,  that  as 
he  had  received  fo  accomplifhed  an  educa- 
tion, fhe  was  half  inclined  to  have  him  in- 
troduced to  his  uncle  Harley. 

"  What !  "  interrupted  the  old  gentle- 
man quickly,  "  to  have  him  take  the  boy 
"  out  of  my  hands,  and  have  the  credit  of 
"  his  firft  appearance  in  life  ? " 

Mrs.  Harley  trembled  at  the  eagernefs 
of  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  haftily  juftiHed  herfelf 
from  fuch  an  idea;  adding,  her  only  inten- 
tion was,  that  he  might  blufh  for  having 
thus  long  neglected  even  to  inquire  after 
E  5  the 
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the  only  furvivor  of  his  haplefs  brother, 

who  would  do  honour  to  his  family. 

"  No,  no,"  faid  Mr.  Nelfon,  "  we  want 
"  nothing  of  him." 

It  was  natural  for  a  fond  mother  to  col- 
lect materials  enough  from  this,  to  build  a 
ftrong  hope  upon ;  and  yet  fo  oautious  was 
fhe  of  flattering  fuch.  a  hope  in  her  fon, 
that  Ihe  concealed  her  own  -,  and  on  his  dis- 
covering a  joy,  fo  common  in  young  and 
fanguine  minds,  fhe  difcouraged  it  as  much 
as  poffible. 

Alfred  now  was  fent  to  finifti  his  edu- 
cation at  Oxford :  but  fo  determined  was 
he  to  have  no  choice  beyond  what  Mr. 
Nelfon  and  his  mother  fhould  fix  for  him, 
that  he  knew  not  to  what  fcience  or  pro- 

feffion 
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feffion  to  bend  his  ftudies.  He  contraaed. 
fome  very  good  acquaintances,  and  between 
them,  and  his  acquirement  of  the  different 
branches  of  knowledge,  he  paffed  his  time, 
very  pleafantly. 

It  happened  he  was  at  home,  in  one  of 
the  vacations,  when  he  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  :  on  which  day  Mr.  Nelfon 
prefented  him  with  a  valuable  gold  watch 
and  appendages,  accompanied  with  a 
pocket-book  containing  a  note  for  two  hun- 
dred pounds.  He  flopped  his  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments by  turning  to  Mrs.  Har-* 
ley — "  Now,  eoufin,"  faid  he,  "  tell  me 
tc  your  thoughts.  Have  you  any  objection 
"  to  your  fon  going  into  the  church  ?  I 
"  have  a  good  living  which  has  juft  fallen, 
"  and  I  can  get  it  -held  for  him,  till  he  is 
"  of  age  to  take  it." 

E6"  She 
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She  readily  declared  fhe  had  no  wifh, 
but  his  will,  in  the  eftablifhment  he  had  fo 
good  a  right  to  regulate. 

Whatever  were  at  that  time  the  fenti- 
ments  of  Alfred,  refpecl:  for  the  perfons 
before  him  made  him  acquiefce,  without 
the  fmalleft  objection  being  ftarted.  It 
was  then  fettled,  that,  for  the  future,  his 
ftudies  fhould  be  confined  to  religious  ex- 
ercifesj  and  he  returned  to  Oxford,  to  fit 
himfelf  for  the  clerical  life. 

The  living,  which  was  five  hundred  a 
year,  was  prefented  to  a  neighbouring  di- 
vine, who  was  under  fome  particular  obli- 
gations to  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  who  fcrupled 
not  to  accept  it  for  a  time,  till  Alfred  had 
paffed  the  necefiary  degrees. 

He 
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He  entered  immediately  on  his  lectures 
in  divinity,  and  looked  forward  to  his  fnug 
rectory,  and  all  the  rural  comforts  of  a 
country  parfon :  above  all,  he  anticipated 
the  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  of  having  a 
permanent  home  for  his  beloved  mother. 

Mrs.  Harley  now  experienced  more  fe- 
renity  of  heart  than  fhe  had  known  for 
upwards  of  twenty  years.  In  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  her  fon  fhe  contemplated  a  moft 
defirable  afylum  for  herfelf ;  hoping  that,  in 
his  filial  arms,  all  her  cares  would  be 
hufhed  to  peace :  fhe  hoped  too,  whenever 
he  made  choice  of  a  partner  for  life,  he 
would  be  guided  by  fuch  principles,  and 
attached  to  fuch  a  character,  as  would  in- 
creafe  their  mutual  happinefs,  inftead  of 
diminifhing  it. 

Alfred 
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Alfred  could  not  take  poffeflion  of  his 
living  till  the  age  of  twenty- four,  to  which 
period  he  wanted  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
when  their  good  friend,  Mr.  Nelfon,  was 
attacked  by  an  "alarming  fit  of  the  gout, 
which  in  a  week  carried  him  off. 

On  infpeftion  of  the  will,  it  was  found 
he  had  left  an  annuity  of  two  hundred 
per  annum  on  Mrs.  Harley,  and  a  legacy 
of  five  hundred  pounds  to  Alfred,  for 
the  purpofe,  as  it  is  faid,  of  furnifhing  his 
re&ory. 

Many  people,  who  readily  enough  cen- 
fured  the  partiality  of  the  old  man  during 
his  life-time,  and  fpoke  freely  of  adopt- 
ing diftant  coufins,  to  the  prejudice  of 
nearer  relations,  now  as  violently  exclaimed 
againft  the  cruelty  of  breeding  up  a  youth 

with 
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with  the  expectation  of  being  his  heir,  and 
then  only  making  a  poor  parfon  of  him. 
It  is  difficult  to  act  fo  as  to  procure  the 
praife  of  every  one :  it  is  almoft  impoffible. 
Thefe  murmurers  are  of  a  tribe  never  to 
be  fatisfied.  We  muft  not  judge  from 
a  part,  but  take  the  whole  into  confe- 
deration. 

It  is  true,  the  fum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  is  but  trifling :  but  the  education 
of  Alfred  had  coft  more  than  three  times 
as  much,  and  he  was  in  expectation  of  that 
fum  yearly  from  his  living  $  Mrs.  Harley 
had  been  fupported  near  twenty 'years,  and 
a  good  annuity  was  bequeathed  to  her. 
Becaufe  a  perfon  has  done  a  great  deal  for 
us,  are  we  to  expect  it  as  a  right,  that  they 
fliould  do  a  great  deal  more  ? 

4  Mr. 
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Mr.  Nelfon  had  relations,  who,  though 
not  very  dear  to  him,  had  yet  a  natural 
right  to  the  greater  part  of  his  fortune: 
nor  was  he  fo  very  rich  as  many  of  his 
neighbours  believed,  becaufe  his  charities 
were  extenfive.  Upon  the  whole,  then, 
he  merited  not  fo  much  blame  as  thofe, 
whom  it  noways  concerned,  or  who  would 
have  given  five  fhillings  to  have  it  other- 
wife,  chofe  to  caft  upon  his  memory ;  and 
each  party  interefted  in  the  difpofal  of  his 
fortune  were  very  well  fatisfied  with  the 


arrangement. 


Neither  Alfred  or  his  mother  ever 
looked  further  than  a  competency  -,  which 
was  thus,  in  a  manner,  fecured  to 
them :  and  the  relations,  who  fucceeded  to 
the  remainder,  found  themfelves  fo  much 
better  off  than  they  expected,  that  they 

were 
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were  full  of  acknowledgments  to  Mrs. 
Harley  and  her  fon ;  particularly  the  for- 
mer, who  had  taken  fome  pains  to  adjuft 
a  difference  between  them  and  Mr.  Nel- 
fon,  fome  years  previous  to  his  death,  and 
the  date  of  the  will. 

Alfred  had  now  taken  the  neceffary  de- 
grees,  but  did  not  choofe  to  aflume  the 
gown  till  the  refignation  of  the  living  had 
been  made  in  form. 

When  the  time  arrived,  he  wrote  to 
Doctor  Taylor,  acquainting  him  with  the 
circumftance  of  his  being  of  proper  age, 
and  reminding  him  that  he  fhould  be  ready, 
whenever  it  fuited  the  Do&or's  conveni- 
ency,  to  difencumber  him  of  the  trouble  of 
officiating  at  the  rectory. 

He 


tt 
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He  received  for  anfwer,  that  the  Doctor 
was  extremely  furprifed  at  the  nature  of 
"  the  letter  he  had  juft  had  the  honour  of 
<f  receiving.  He  had  accepted  the  truft 
c<  from  his  good  friend  and  patron,  Mr. 
"  Nelfon  (now  with  God),  and  had  found 
"  no  trouble  in  performing  the  duties  of 
"  his  cure,  which,  from  his  good  ftate  of 
"  health,  he  doubted  not,  with  the  bleffing 
te  of  Heaven,  he  fhould  continue  to  enjoy 
"  for  many  years." 

Thunderftruck  with  this  anfwer,  Alfred 
prepared  a  reply,  demanding  the  refigna- 
tion  of  the  living,  according  to  a  ftipulation 
between  his  honoured  friend  deceafed  and 
him  (the  Doctor).  This  the  pious  prelate 
treated  very  cavalierly :  he  talked  much  of 
his  attachment  to  the  canons  of  the  church, 
which  rendered  fuch  bufinefs  illegal ;  and 

fimony 
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fimony  was  the  laft  crime  he  would  be 
guilty  of:  difcourfed  of  his  love  for  his 
church,  in  the  language  of  Solomon's 
fongs,  as  if  it  was  his  wife;  a  divorce 
from  which,  he  fai<J,  could  not  be  effe&ed 
but  by  mutual  content,  or  fome  fault, 
deemed  by  law  of  confequence  enough  to 
dhTolve  the  union.  This,  he  jocofely 
added,  was  not  the  cafe.  He  loved  his 
benefice,  and  his  benefice  loved  him— « 
cherifhing  and  fupporting  each  other  in 
ficknefs  and  in  health.  He  had  been  true 
and  faithful  to  his  wife,  the  church  •,  fhe 
had  never  complained  of  his  neglect  of  his 
duties,  nor  (hould  any  thing  but  death 
part  them. 

As  this  was  a  fpecies  of  correfpondence 
by  no  means  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  Alfred, 
he  determined  to  engage  fome  man  of  the 

lawt 
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law,  to  teach  juftice  and  equity  to  the 
man  of  the  go/pel;  but  as  there  is  no 
agreement  that  can  ftand  good  in  law, 
where  the  matter  in  difpute  is  according 
to  the  canons  unlawful  (although  fuch 
things  are  done  every  day,  and  the  good 
Doctor  knew  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Nel- 
fon  when  he  requefted  him  to  hold  the  liv- 
ing), he  very  calmly  gave  up  thofe  trifling 
points  of  juftice  and  equity,  exclaiming  in 
the  words  of  Shylock  ;  "  It  is  not  in  the 
"  bond.     I  do  not  fee  it  in  the  bond." 

The  obftinacy  of  this  fon  of  the  church 
was  a  matter  of  ferious  confequence  to  Al- 
fred, as  he  began  to  fear  he  fhould  find 
great  difficulty  in  combating  it,  unlefs  he 
could  either  frighten  him  into  compliance, 
or  bribe  him  high  enough  to  make  the 
refignation  worth  his  while.     For  the  firft 

he 
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he  was  too  cunning,  and  too  well  con- 
vinced no  proof  could  be  brought,  and  he 
laughed  at  the  idea  of  having  his  charac- 
ter expofed,  as  much  as  he  affected  to  be 
offended  at  the  fuppofitiori  that  he  would 
countenance  fo  grievous  a  fin  as  fimonyj 
which  he  would  no  more  be  guilty  of 
committing  than  herefy  or  fchifm. 

It  was  a  cruel  difappointment  to  a 
young  man  who  had  really  been  taught  to 
depend  on  this  affurance  of  the  refignation 
as  much  as  that  he  mould  demand  it;  but 
after  confulting  various  learned  men  on 
the  fubje£t,  he  found,  to  his  infinite  con- 
cern, that  there  was  no  chance  of  redrefs  ; 
and  to  this  day  the  confcientious  Do&or 
Taylor  enjoys  the  fruits  of  his  labour  in 
the  Lord's  vineyard,  without  the  fmalleft 
compunction  of  fpirit  from  any  imperti- 
nent 
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nent  reflexion,  that  he  withholds  another 
man's  right. 

Thus  did  Alfred,  by  the  death  of  one 
man,  and  the  injuftice  of  another,  fee  him- 
felf  deprived  of  his  future  "hopes  of  fub- 
fiftence,  when  thofe  he  pes  had  juft  led 
him  to  a  much  dearer  one  of  making  that 
fubfiftence  a  happy  refource  to  his  mother, 
and  ftill  more  of  enabling  him  to  offer  his 
hand  to  one  of  the  lovelieft  and  moft 
amiable  of  women,  with  whom  he  had 
fome  months  before  become  acquainted ; 
whofe  friendfhips  he  had  been  honoured 
with,  and  who  had  made  a  fenfible  impref- 
fion  on  his  heart. 

In  the  midft  of  his  difappointment  and 
affliction,  he  derived  this  confolation,  that 
he  had  not  actually  declared  himfelf  the 

lover 
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lover  of  Elwina,  though  he  had  vowed 
never  to  be  fo  to  any  other;  and  it  was 
plain  to  fee,  that  although  nothing  but 
friendfhip  and  efteem  were  avowed  on  her 
part,  no  other  man  had  any  chance  of  fuc- 
ceeding  with  her. 


But  I  (hall  ceafe  to  dwell  on  this  part 
of  Alfred's  hiftory.  The  correfpondence 
began  before  this  period.  The  minds  of 
.Alfred  and  Elwina  were  too-  congenial 
not  to  afiimilate  towards  each  -other/ 
Their  acquaintance  began  while  the  latter 
was  on  a  vifit  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mrs.  Harley  ;  who,  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Nelfon,  had  taken  a  fmall  ready-furnifhed 
houfe  in  a  village  on  the  weft  of  London, 

where 
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where  flie  meant  to  refide  till  her  fon  was 
fettled  in  his  rectory. 

If  with  fo  good  a  profpect  before  him, 
Alfred  thought  himfelf  inferior  to  Elwina 
(who  indeed,  in  point  of  merit,  could 
fcarcely  meet  her  equal,  though  her  for- 
tune could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be  large, 
there  being  many  in  family,  and  moft  pro- 
bably the  elder  brother  would  have  the 
greater  fhare  of  the  good  things  of  this 
world),  how  much  did  he  now  think  him- 
felf fallen  below  the  hope  of  afpiring  to 
her  !  Nothing  but  his  regard  to  his  mo- 
ther's peace  of  mind  prevented  him  going 
abroad  directly  j  fo  very  difficult  did  he 
forefee  it  to  fupprefs  his  affection  for  El- 
wina, or  keep  it  within  due  bounds, 
which  prudence  fuggefted  to  him  as  pro- 
per, 
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per,  both  for  her  fake  aed  his  idwn.  -  He 
might  indeed  have  purchafed  a  living,  as 
be  had  rather  more  than  three  thoufand 
pounds  in  poffefiion  j  but  as  Ghat  would  be 
leaving  all  the  future,  hopes  of  his  family 
dependant  ort  thet'cafoaifty  iff  his  life,  he 
could  not  give  it, ra,i. thoughts  He  then 
immediately  relinquifbed  all  .Ideas  of  the 
church,  as  his  beft  profpecT?  would  be  the 
privilege  of  ftarving  like  a  gentleman, 
on  a  poor  curacy.  Indeed  his  inclinations 
were  never  fixed  on  a 'clerical  life,  but  he 
complied  intirely  becaiife  he  faw  both  his 
mother  and  Mr.  Nelfon  had  made  choice 
of  it  for  him ;  and  he  was  determined 
his  conduct  fhould  never  difgrace  his  pro- 
feflion. 

The  world  was  now  in  arms :   and  he 

blufhed,  at  his  age,  to  ruft  in  inglorious 

Vol.  I.  F  eafe 
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cafe  an,d  pJafcurity,  .when  every  young  man 
feemed  particularly  cajledupon  to  draw  his 
fword  againft '  the  combined  foes  of  his 
country  j  France  at  this  time  having  juft 
begun  her  treacherous  alliance  with  the 
deluded  and  rebellious  Anrtericans,  which, 
circumftance  threatened,: and  indeed  pro-- 
duced  a  general  war, 

A  martial  fpark,  .fo  natural  in  a  youth 
of  fpirit,  who  felt  with  indignation  the  in- 
juries of  his  country,  had  now  and  then 
emanated  from   the  foul  of  Alfred  j   but 
his   mother  with  that    anxious  fondnefs, 
quite  as  natural,  when  in  looking  on  him 
fhe  beheld  all  the  treafure  which  repeated 
tempefts  and  florms  had  left  her,  ceafed  not 
to  reprefs  his  ardour  as  much  as  poflible. 
She  painted  with  the  energy  of  truth  the 
mifcries  of  war,.     Thefe  pictures,  however, 

would 
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would  not  have  made  much  impreflion  on 
him.  Every  one  hopes  for  fuccefs  in 
himfelf,  and  thinks  he  lhall  come  off  vic- 
torious :  befides,  dangers,  beheld  at  a  dis- 
tance affecl:  us  in  a  trifling  degree.  But  he 
Could  not  fhut  his  eyes  and  ears  to  the  ef- 
fect his  refolution  had  on  his  beloved  mo- 
ther, whenever  he  but  flightly  mentioned 
it;  or  whenever,  with  a  glowing  cheek  he 
fpoke  with  envy  of  the  Britifh,  youth, 
whofe  arms  were  glorioufly  employed  in  fo 
good  a  caufe,  a  deadly  pale  would  over- 
ipread  her  features  ;  tears  would  rufli  into 
her  eyes ;  and  if  in  company,  {he  would 
be  conftrained  to  quit  the  room,  to  give 
vent  to  a  torrent  of  grief.  On  fuch  occa- 
fions  Alfred  would  follow  her,  and  with 
all  the  foothing  tendernefs  of  filial  ca- 
reers, would  vow  to  give  up  all  thoughts 

••1  '  * ,  *,*-■" 

...  k  ,'■,.- 

of  a  life  which  fhould   for  one    momtnt 
F  2  embitter 
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embitter  hers.  He  would  carefully  guard 
h,is  exprefiions  before  her  j.  but  whenever 
he  could  talk  freely  on  the  fubjec^,  he  la- 
mented his  fituation,  which  condemned 
him  to  lead  a  life  of  fharneful  inactivity, 
or  wound  that  bofom,  whofe  only  bleffing 
he  too  plainly  faw  was  his  fociety  in 
fafety. 


I  have  faid  Elwina  was  one  of  many 
children  :  her  father  had  been  very  fuc- 
cefsful  in  his  profeflion,  which  was  that  of 
a  wholefale  grocer  j  but  he  was  one  of  that 
numerous  tribe  who  like  to  be  the  head  of 
a  family.  His  eldeft  fon  was,  therefore, 
educated  for  a  gentleman  j  and  the  two 
younger,  that  they  alfo  might  be  gentle- 
men by  profeflion,  were  brought  up  to  the 

law 
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law  and  the  church.  For  this  foolifti 
man  unhappily  defpifed  trade,  although 
the  chief  of  his  poffeffions  were  acquired 
in  confequence  of  his  fteady  adherence  to 
it  for  near  forty  years*  From  this  little 
trait  it  may  be  prefumed  Mr.  Bedford 
could  not  fpare  much  money  (when  he 
had  fuch  material  claims  for  it)  to  por- 
tion off  his  daughters^  and  therefore 
when  the  vifibte  aitrentiofc  and  partiality 
■of  Alfred  was  firft  perceived  by  him,  he 
was  not  difpkafed.  He  was  received  in 
the  family  with,  that  kind  of  diftinguiihed 
'preference  which  fathers  and  mothers 
ufually  fhew  to  men  they  rather  hope 
will  foon  declare  thefnfelves  :  and  indeed, 
independent  of  this,  view,  it  was  impofli- 
ble  not  to  feel  a  partiality  for  fuch  a  man 
as  Alfred.  His  perfon  was  formed  in  the 
finifhed  mould  of  beauty.     His  height  was 

F  3  juft 
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juft  of  that  point  ;yvhen  the  graceful  be- 
gins j  eyes  of  dark  hazel,  with  all  the  fire 
and  brilliancy  of  that  colour  -,  but  when 
fixed  on  Elwina,  had  all  the  impafiioned 
foftnefs  of  blue;  a  complexion  fufficient- 
ly  freih  to  indicate  health  and  a  good  con- 
stitution, without  that  ruftic  ruddinefs  that 
will,  in  fpite  of  its  beauty,  convey  an  idea 
of  vulgarity.  His  mouth  and  lips  were 
the  handfomeft  I  ever  faw,  and  I  believe 
it  would  be  difficult  to  decide  whether 
they  looked  more  enchanting  when  open 
or  clofed  j  when  the  latter  was  the  cafe, 
each  corner  was  beautifully  dimpled  ;  and 
.  when  his  elegantly-formed  lips  feparated, 
he  difclofed  the  fined  fet  of  teeth  in  the 
world.  Such  was  the  exterior  of  Alfred  i 
a  name  which  he  obtained  from  having 
performed  the  character  in  the  mafque  of 

that  name,  when  at  fchool. 

The 
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The  intellectual  part,  I  fliould  hope  my 
readers  are  at  prefent  a  little  acquainted 
with  j  they  will  fee  nothing  in  his  letters 
to  contradict  the  good  report  I  have  made 
of  him. 


Elwjna  had  not  fo  much  critical  beau- 
ty, either  in  her  form  or  features;  but 
there  was  fomething  irrefiftibly  touching 
in  her  whole  manner  •,  it  was  impoffible 
for  any  lex  or  age  to  be  two  hours  in  her 
company,  without  loving  and  being  im^ 
proved  by  her.  1  never  fhall  forget  the 
firft  time  I  was  fo  happy  as  to  fee  her.  I 
felt  my  foulaffimilate  towards  her  as  if  they 
had  been  formerly  acquainted.  It  has 
been  united* to  her  ever  fince.  Ah,  why 
F  4  were 
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were  we  feparafced  ?  why  am  I  left  to  de- 
plore fo  much  virtue  and  fweetnefs  ?  It 
was  my  pride,  my  glory  to  think  we  had 
fifter  fouls ;  why  was  not  mine  placed  ia 
the  fame  delicate  mould  as  hers?  Why 
lhould  the  ftorm  that  fhook  her  to  the 
ground,  only  rive  off  my  branches,  yet 
leave  the  root  to  put  forth  frefh  fhoots, 
when  its  companion,  its  fupport  and  orna- 
ment, is  blafted  for  ever  ?  Why  am  I  re- 
fer ved  to  be  the  painful  hi  dorian,  when  I 
lhould  have  been  moft  happy  to  have 
had  fome  pitying  friend  fay  of  us, 

M  They  were  lovely  in  their  lives, 

u  And  in  death  they  were  not  divided." 

But    Heaven    thought    it  neceffary   t 
ihould  live  to  celebrate  the  praife  of  my 

beloved 
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beloved  friend;    fhe,    whofe    chat-frfe 
and  conduct   has    been   vUified   by  her 
moft  unnatural  brother  !   Hrt  pride,  his 
arrogance,    are   too   well-known    among 
thofe    who   have   the   misfortune    to    be 
conne&ed  with,  or  allied  to  him.    Was 
it  not  enough  that  fhe  facrifked  her  life 
to  her  prudence  ?  Was  her  love  and  her 
honour   too    to  be   given  up  to  fatisfy 
his     malevolent     heart?.     Though    un»- 
bleffed     by    affluence   and     riches,     fhe- 
might  at     this    time,   even  at  this  mo- 
ment,   been    rich   in    the    happinefs    of 
giving    and    receiving   felicity    with   the: 
amiable    choice   of  her   affections;    fhe- 
might  have   been   in  poffeflion  of  thofe 
heart-felt  joys,   he.  can  never  experience,, 
becaufe   he    is  unworthy    of    them.      I 
might   have    been   happy   too:     But    ir 
F  s-  is 
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is  all  over.  Be  appeafed  then,  thott 
wretched,  turbulent  Claud io  !  The  cold 
grave  has  fhielded  thy  lovely  filter  from 
thy  future  malice. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      I. 


Alfred     to     Elwina, 


(Written  the  beginning  of  the  Tear  1779,.^ 


"TXriLL  my  amiable  friend  pardon 
*  "  the  prefumption  of  a  young  man,' 
who  has  dared  to  conftrue  an  expreffion 
Ihe  let  fall  the  other  evening,  as  a  tacit 
afifurance  that  fhe  will  not  be  mortally 
offended  with  him  for  writing,  to  her  dur- 
ing  his  excurfion  ?  Or  will  Ihe  not  rather 
F  6  fed 
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feel  additional  caufe  for  anger  at  his  bold- 
ly endeavouring  to  fhelter  his  impertinence 
under  fo  facred  a  fan&ion  I 

Tell  me,  Elwina,  have  I  greatly  erred 
in  my  tranflation  of  the  text,,  and  will 
you  allow  me  to  comment  upon  it  ?  You 
fee  how  naturally  I  tread  in  the  path  that 
is  chalked  out  for  me,  and  adopt  the  ftyley 
as  I  foon  fhall  the  habit,,  of  a  pulpit  ora- 
tor. 

But  do  you  remember  the  converfa- 
tion  ?  /  can  never  forget  it.  You  bore 
too  great  a  fhare  in  it  to  admit  of  the 
traces  ever  being  worn  from  the  tablet  of 
my  memory.  Befides,  the  fentiment  was 
fo  congenial  with  my  own  ideas.  The 
fubject  was  interefting  to  me,  who  was  fb 
foon  to  quit  the  fociety,  above  all  others, 

formed 
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formed  to  make  me  happy,  and  give  meT 
fufficient  reafon  to  regret  the  many  weeks 
that  I  fhould  be  neceffarily  prevented  from 
rejoining  it.  I  \vas  making  fome  melan- 
choly reflections,  when  the  found  of  your 
melodious  voice,  and  the  fentiments  you 
uttered,  adding  fweetnefs  to  the  fweets, 
roufed  me  to  the  ftricteft  attention,  and 
hatched  comforts  in  my  foul. 


C( 


I  can  never  believe  (you  faid)  that 
"  the  abfence  of  friends  can  be  fo  painful, 
«f  when  they  fo  feldom  avail  thetnfelves 
c<  of  the  only  privilege  to  foften  it,  and 
"  which  is  in  the  power  of  every  one.  For 
"  why,  when  they  have  the  bleft  means 
"  of fpetding  thefoft  inter xourfe  from  pole  to, 
"  poley  and  pouring  forth  all  their  hearts t 
"  they  fhould  fit  penfively  and  unfociably 
*c  down,  without  telling  thofe  they  have 

"  left 
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ct  left  behind,  that  they  ever  think  of 
tf  them,  is  much  beyond  my  idea  of 
"  things.  I  fhall  never  flatter  myfelf  that 
"  a  friend  regrets  my  abfence,  who  omits 
«'  any  opportunity  of  telling  me  fo  by 
"  heaven-formed  letters." 

O  Elwina!  dare  I  afpire  to  your  friend- 
fhip  ?  Will  the  moft  charming  of  women 
allow  me  to  place  my  Self  on  that  diftin- 
guifhed  lift  ?  Will  fb:  allow,  during  this 
painful  feparation  fron)  all  that  is  pleaf-i 
ing  and  elegant,  now  ar  1  then  to  addrefs 
her  with  my  pen  ?  Have  I  mifconftrued 
your  words  ?  Is  iv  vanity?  (too  inherent  to 
young  men,  and  which  the  attentiona 
you  have  honoured  me  with  could  almoft 
juftify  :)  Oh  !  is  it  all  vanity  ?  And  am  I 
looked  on  only  as  the  common  routine  of 
acquaintance   that  vifit   at  the  houfe  of 

Mrs. 
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M«.  M —  ?  Forgive  me,  forgive  me,  El- 
wina,  if  a  too  fufceptible  heart  has  for 
fome  moments  thought  otherwife,  and 
flattered  itfelf,  on  comparing  your  behavi- 
our to  myfelf,  with  that  to  fome  others,  I 
have  perceived  a  difference  that  has 
thrilled  through  every  nerve. 

I  really  wonder  at  my  own  temerity. 
Believe  me,  my  hand  trembles,  and  my 
heart  beats  painfully  while  I  write  thefe 
lines;  uncertain  whether  they  will  be  a 
prelude  to  the  moll  wifhed-for  correfpon- 
dence  ;  or  whether  it  will  not  force  you  to 
drive  the  arrogant,  the  afpiving  Alfred 
from  your  prefence  for  ever.  Judge  then, 
Elwina,  what  are  my  feelings  at  this  in- 
flantj — I  leave  off — I  hefitate- — fomething 
impels  me  to  make  the  trial — I  dare  hard- 
ly  proceed — I    dare   not    look    back — I 

could 
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could  almoft  wifh— yet  I  will  fend  this  j 
I  am  fure  I  fhould  not  mend  it,  if  I  was 
to  begin  it  afrelh,  as  my  agitation  in- 
creafes  each  moment.  I  do  not  prefume 
to  intreat  you  to   anfwer  this  incoherent 

letter.     I  mean  to  be  at  Mrs.  M 's 

on  Wednefday  next.  The  week  after,  I 
purpofe  to  fet  off  for  Oxford,  to  keep  my 
laft  term  there,  previous  to  my  aflu'ming 
the  black  robe.  On  Wednefday  ! — How 
fhalll  fupport  myfelf  till  then  ? — On  Wed-_ 
nefday  I  fhall  fee  Elwina. 

Yes,  in  your  lovely  eyes  I  fhall  read 
my  deftiny  ;  from  your  lips  I  flatter  my- 
felf I  fhall  receive  pardon  for  this  pre- 
fumption.  If  (which  Heaven  forbid  !)  you 
fhould  really  fee  it  in  the  light  which. 
fame  women  would  (but  Juch  I  fhould 
never  offend),  what  will  become  of  me  ?  I 

feel 
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feel  my  fentiments  for  you  muft  ever  re- 
main the  fame :  that  is,  I  muft,  while  I 
have  fenfe  and  difcernment,  revere  and 
admire  worth,  fweetnefs,  and  all  that  is 
amiable  in  your  fex.  But  grant,  kind 
Heaven,  that  I  may  rather  love  with  grati- 
tude, than  adore  with  trembling. 

Yours,  moft  truly, 

Alfred. 


LETTER, 
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LETTER      II. 


Elwina    to   Alfred. 


Friday  Evening. 

J  CANNOT  forgive  my  feeming  difin- 

genuity    on    Wednefday  laft.     How 

could  I  coldly  fay,  I  forgave  you,  for  the 

moft  pleafing  inftaoce  of  friendfhip  I  ever 

met  with ;  and,  to  adopt  the  language  of 

Alfred,  Jo  congenial  to  my  own  ideas?  How 

could   my  lips  do  fo  little  juftice  to  my 

heart  ? 
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heart  ?  They  ought  to  have  told  you  I 
accepted  your  offered  friendfhips  with  the 
utmoft  delight  and  fatisfa&ion  j  that  I 
had,  even  before  you  requefted  it,  placed 
you  on  the  diftinguifhed  lift  of  my 
friends  ;  I  will  own  more  ;  I  already  fee 
you  at  the  head  of  it.  It  is  your  merit, 
and  a  very  moderate  fhare  of  difcernment 
in  myfelf,  that  have  procured  you  that 
eminence. 

I  ought  to  feel  more  friendfhip  for  you 
than  to  regret  your  abfence.  It  is  too  ad- 
vantageous to  you  to  clear  me  from 
.felfifhnefs  in  wifhing  your  journey  could 
be  poftponed  till  I  quit  this  vicinity.  You 
fee  how  little  you  know  me,  when  you 
afcribe  fo  much  virtue  to  me;  but  we 
-  fhall   be.  better   acquainted  ;   and  I   truft 

you 
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you  will  adt  the  moft  ufeful  part  of  friend- 
fhip,  telling  me  of  my  faults,  and  not 
flattering  fancied  perfections,  left  I  fhould 
be  vain  and  filly  enough  to  think  1  really 
po fiefs  them. 

You  were  extremely  good  to  fend  a 
meffage  of  inquiry  yefterday.  I  fhould 
have  been  happy  in  a  high  degree,  had  it 
been  a  written  inftead  of  a  verbal  compli- 
ment. But  I  have  no  one  to  blame  but 
myfelf.  I  am  convinced  the  abfurdity  of 
my  behaviour  on  Wednefday  would  make 
you  draw  inferences  unfavourable  to  fuoh 
an  intention.  I  know  not  what  ailed  me. 
I  am  ferioufly  vexed  with  myfelf;  and, 
notwithftanding  appearances  were  then  fo 
ftrongly  againft  me,  I  will  afiure  Alfred/I 
am  neither  ungrateful  or  infcnfible,  and  that 

his. 
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his  efteem  and  correfpondence  will  ever 
be  cherifhed  as  very  great  additions  to  the 
happinefs  of 

Elwina* 


LETTER. 


n8         THE    SCHOOL 


LETTER     III. 


AlFH£D      TO     ELWINA. 


T BEGIN  to  think  the  only  fault  I 
fhall  ever  find  with  Elwina,  will  be 
the  having  turned  the  head  of  a  once  very- 
tolerable  young  man.  But  how  fhould  it 
be  otherwife  ?  Oh  !  Elwina,  if  ever  you 
fhould  change  your  mind ;  if,  by  any  cir- 
cumftance,  or  cruel  event,  you  fhould 
ceafe  to  horibur  me  with  your  friendfhip, 
what  muft  become  of  the  undone  Alfred  ? 
But  why  cloud  over  the  joy,  that  at  this 

moment 
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moment  expands  my  bofom,  with  fo  bitter 
an  anticipation?  Elwina  is  too  amiable, 
too  juft  to  be  capricious  j  and  though  fhe 
may  blame  the  weaknefs  of  the  head,  will 
pity  the  feelings  of  the  heart  j  a  heart 
that  glows  with  efteem  of  the  mod  per- 
fect nature,  and  will  endeavour  to  emu- 
late  her  worth,  till  it  renders  itfelf,  if  pof- 
fible^  a  counterpart  of  her  own  ! 

And  have  you  the  goodnefs  to  wifh  I 
might  not  quit  this  place,  now  become' 
dear  to  me  from  being  your  temporary 
refidence  ?  Alas  !  why  does  neceflity  urge 
me  to  leave  you  ?  And  yet,  but  for  ne- 
ceflity, I  fhould  tire  you  with  my  com-* 
pany.  Oh,  Elwina,  it  is  too  rich  a  repaft 
to  be  with  you  "  every  day,  and  all  the 
"  day."     How  bleft  fhould  I  be,  to  be 

certain 
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certain  of  enjoying- your  converfation  one 
day  in  a  week  as  long  as  I  lived !  the  re- 
maining fix  would  be  paffed  in  felicitoufly 
antedating  the  next  happy  day,  or  dwel- 
ling with  gratitude  and  rational  delight  on 
the  retrofpect  of  the  laft. 

I  will  not  make  any  comment  on  Wed- 
nefday,  only  I  will  juft  obferve  Elwioa  is 
too  fevere  in  her  ftriftures  on  herfelf. 
That  man  muft  be  undeferving  the  frierrd- 
fhip  and  efteem  of  an  amiable  woman, 
who  could  urge,  with  importunity,  concef- 
fions  in  his  favour.  And  he  muft  be  blind 
and  infenfible  who  does  not  fee  and1  grate- 
fully acknowledge,  in  the  foft  timid  eye 
of  modeft  beauty,  all  that  ought  to  fatis- 
fy  his  honeft  wifhes. 

3  Adieu ! 
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Adieu !  To-morrow  I  fhall  be  the 
happieft  of  earthly  beings.  I  am  to  pafs 
the  whole  afternoon  in  the  company  of 
Elwina  J  ■ 

ALFRED. 


Vol.  I.  G  LETTER 
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LETTER     IV, 


Alfred    to    Elwina. 


Henley, 

T  AM  now  fome  miles  from  Elwina. 
My  horfe  has  conveyed  my  body,  but 
my  mind  is  ftill  with  her.  O  bleft  me- 
mory, how  rich  are  thy  (lores  !  Imagina- 
tion !  thou  too  art  my  friend.  The  dif- 
tance  between  me  and  the  moft  amiable 
of  women  increafes  each  hour.  But  in 
my  mind's  eye  I   view  her  ftill.     I  hear 

the 
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the  fofteft,  fweeteft  accents  vibrate  on  my 
ear,  and  my  charmed  and  faithful  recollec- 
tion tells  me  'tis  the  voice  of  Elwina  !  Only 
think  of  my  preemption  !  I  have  actu- 
ally two  or  three  times  caught  myfelf 
finging  that  charming  little  Italian  air 
you  fet  to  mufic.  Oh,  thofe  expreiTive 
lines ! 

II  fuo  doIce>  defio 

Chi  gli  refponde,  ardo  d'amore  anch  'Io> 

I  was  punifhed  Efficiently  for  my  au- 
dacity. I  thought  my  notes  founded  as 
hoarfe  as  a  raven's.  My  heart  echoed  the 
fenfe,  but  I  was  unequal  to  exprefs  the 
delicate  harmony  of  a  voice,  which,  even  is 
common  fpeaking, 

«  Might   create  a  foul  under  the    ribs  of 
death." 

G   c  Now 
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Now  do  not  call  this  hyperbole ;  by 
my  honour  it  is  not.  It  is  more  true  of 
you  than  I  once  thought  it  could  be  of 
any  woman  in  the  world  ■,  but  then  I  had 
not  feen,  I  had  not  converfed  with  El- 
wina. 

And  will  you  forgive  my  making  it  a 
queftion  ?    It  is  impious  to    doubt  you. 
Will  you  devote  a  whole  day  to  my  dear 
mother  ?    How  good  to  propofe  it !  and 
how  doubly  kind,    to  tell  me  it  fhall  be 
next  Wednefday :   the  day  fortnight  when 
the  afpiring  Alfred  dared  to  raife  his  eyes  to 
read  forgivenefs  in  Elwina's  !    How  fhall 
I  with  rapture   greet  each  anniverfary  of 
that  blefl:  dayl    The    anniverfary?     Oh, 
each  weekly  return ;    each  day,  that  will 
not  fail  to  add  to  my  efteem,  my  friend- 
fhip  for  the  firft  of  women  ! 

How 


FOR    FATHERS.         125 

How  happy  will  be  the  moft  excellent 
of  mothers,  on  Wednefday  next !  A  whole 
day  with  Elwina  !  O  that  I  could  in 
reality  (as  I  lhall  in  idea)  Red  in  be- 
tween the  two  on  earth  moll;  dear  to  me. 
Such  a  parent  I  fuch  a  friend  !  of  what 
fhould  I  dare  complain  ?  whom  fhould 
I  envy  ? 

To-morrow  I  reach  Oxford  to  dinner. 
I  fhall  from  thence  write  immediately  to 
my  mother.  I  fear  Elwina  will  think  I 
intrude  too  much  on  her  indulgence,  if  I 
prefume  to  write  again  very  foon.  Her 
letter  muft  decide  it.  I  will  do  nothing 
but  as  you  authorize  me.  You  fliall  be 
my  dire&refs,  my  guide,  and  from  you  I 
will  make  no  appeal. 

G  3  May 
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May  that  Power  I  am  going  to  invoke 
for  your  fafety  and  welfare,  fhed  his  be- 
nigneft  influence  on  your  head,  prays  your 
devoted 

ALFREJD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     Y, 


EtwiSA    Td    Alfred. 


lVedmf4ay  Nigbt. 


YE  S,  Alfred,  I  have  paffed  a  whole 
long  day  with  the  moft  excellent  of 
women*  I  wonder  not  at  your  being  fo 
amiable.  How  muft  you  have  degene- 
rated from  your  maternal  Hock,  had  you 
been  otherwife ! 

G  4  You 
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You  never  told  me  her  (lory:  She 
entered  on  it  by  chance.  She  apologized 
when  fhe  faw  the  tears  I  fhed.  From  a 
common  ftranger  the  relation  of  fuch 
woes  would  have  wrung  the  tear  of  fym- 
pathy  from  my  heart.  She  is  the  mother 
of  Alfred. — I  hardly  knew  what  I  did. — I 
looked  on  her  as  fomething  more  than 
mortal,  to  have  furvived  fuch  griefs.  I 
gazed  on  her,  as  if  I  feared,  when  fhe 
ended  fpeaking,  my  earned  eyes  would 
lofe  fight  of  her,  and  fhe  would  vanifh  like 
an  apparition.  I  revered — I  adored — I 
did  more,  I  loved  her.  And  without 
meaning  to  be  improperly  familiar  with 
fo  refpecYable  a  perfon,  I  threw  my  arms 
round  her  neck,  and  wept  on  her  bofom 
fome  minutes  without  fpeaking. 

I  muft 
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I  mull  vifit  her  again.  She  did  me  the 
honour  of  faying,  fhe  had  experienced 
more  relief  and  comfort  from  this  day's 
converfation,  than  fhe  had  known  for 
many,  many  years.  Yes,  I  will  go  to  her: 
her  piety  and  refignation  will  be  admi- 
rable leflbns  for  me,  if  it  fhould  *pleafe 
Heaven  to  chaftife  me  with  afflictions.  My 
God  !  what  a  feries  of  misfortunes  has  fhe 
endured ! 

I  wonder  not  at  your  filial  regard  /or 
fuch  a  mother.  I  fhould  hate  you,  if  you 
was  not  as  truly  fenfible  as  you  are  of  her 
tranfcendent  goodnefs. 

For  Heaven's  fake  never  beftow  praifes 

on  me  again  •,    a  poor  infignificant  atom 

in  the  creation,  when  compared  to  Mrs. 

G    5  Harley  ! 
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Harley !  I  funk  fo  low  in  my  own  eftima- 
tion,  that  had  not  her  careffes  lifted  me 
into  fome  degree  of  confequence  again,  I 
could  not  have  fupported  my  own  ideas  of 
inferiority. 

I  do  not  expect  to  fleep  this  night. 
My  thoughts  are  continually  with  your 
dear  mother.     Since  fupper,  I  attempted 

to  give  Mrs.  M fome  relation,  bun 

my  tears  would  not  allow  me.  She  has 
not  a  foul  for  thefe  things  :  it  was  caft 
in  a  very  common  mould.     I   have  heard 

of  every-day  beauties  j    Mrs.  M has 

an  every-day  mind.  Her  pleafures  and 
pains  have  been  fuited  to  her  ftrength  moft 
admirably.  I  do  not  mean  to  be  kveret 
but  I  think  that  Pope's  general  farcafm 
on  the  fex  might  very  well  be  applied  to 

her. 
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her.  She  has  certainly  lefs  of  character 
in  her,  than  moft  women  I  know.  There 
is  no  trait  by  which  you  will  know  to- 
day what  fort  of  woman  ftoe  will  be  to- 
morrow. 

*'  She's  every  thing  by  ftarts,  and  nothing  long  ;" 

Except,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
ihe  is  very  good-natured ;  which,  an 
old  lady  of  my  acquaintance  fays,  is 
almoft  the  fevereft  thing  you  can  fay 
of  any  one.  In  fhort,  you  fay  it  when 
you  cannot  find  any  thing  elfe  to  fay  in  their 
favour. 

I  muft  tell  'you  I  received  your  letter 

from  Henley  yefterday.     You  fay  you  will 

be  guided  by  me.     Then  pofitively  you 

muft  write  no  more  fuch  letters.     I  wifhed 

G  6  to 
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to  have  read  it  to  your  mother  ;  for  you 
know,  as  my  friend,  you  ought  to  write 
nothing  but  what  I  could  read  to  her  :  But 
fuch  praife  !    Pray  do  you  think  my  head 
and  heart  equally  as  impenetrable  as  ada- 
mant ?  For  mercy's  fake  proportion  your 
attack  upon  them  to  their  natural  ftrenoth. 
Serioufly  *I  do  not  approve  of  fuch  flat- 
tery.    I  had  a  better  opinion   of  myfelf 
than    to    believe   you    could    fuppofe   I 
fhould    be   pleafed  with   fuch  adulation. 
For  although  "  fweet  is  praife  from  thofe, 
"  &c."  yet  I  remember  too,  that  «  praife 
"  undeferved     is      fatire     in     difguife." 
That  I  have  fome  trifling  qualifications 
which  happen  to  be  to  your  tafte,  is  very 
likely.     I  will  give  you  credit   for  your 
difcovery :    and   moreover,    I  will    ftrive 
to  become   as    perfect   as    your  partial, 

bur* 
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but,  I  fear,  erring  judgment  has  pro- 
nounced  me  to   be.      Adieu,  and  good 


night. 


Very  fincerety  Yours, 

ELWINA. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      VI. 


Alfred     to    Elwina. 


AND  has  my  resectable  parent  be- 
■^  *■  guiled  the  gentle  Elwina  of  her 
tears  ?  Why  was  not  Alfred  prefent  to 
wipe  the  precious  drops  from  the  lovelieft 
eyes  in  the  world  ?  Oh  Elwina,  fay  not 
that  I  flatter.  By  all  my  hopes  of  happi- 
nefs,  I  fpeak  not  with  half  the  energy 
that  I  feel  your  perfect  worth.  If  I  did, 
you  might  then  accufe  me  of  flattery; 
4  though 
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though  ftill  I  fwear,    I  fhould  be  inno- 
cent of  it. 

Where  have  you  concealed  yourfelf  all 
this  time  ?  How  is  it  poflible  you  fhould 
have  remained  fingle  till  the  age  of  twenty 
three  ?  It  appears  marvellous  to  me.  Yet 
1  ceafe  not  to  thank  Heaven  for  the  cir- 
cumftance;  for  had  fome  happy  youth 
been  bleft  with  your  hand  and  heart,  where 
would  you  have  found  room  for  friendfhipfor 
Alfred  ?  Your  acquaintance  he  might  have 
been,  but  he  could  never  have  afpired— 
nay,  he  then  would  not  have  wiflied  to 
be  your  friend. 


Laft  night  there  was   an  affembly  at 

-,  I  went  to  it,  becaufe  I  was  a  fub- 

fcriber. 
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fcriber.  I  danced  not,  becaufe  I  met  with 
no  one  that  I  liked  :  what  have  you  not  to 
anfwer  for,  for  having  made  me  fo  diffi- 
cult to  pleafe,  fo  more  than  indifferent  to 
every  other  woman  ?  I  looked  with  a  fcru- 
tinizing  eye  over  the  bevy  of  beauties  j 
but  fomething  was  wanting  :  I  find  "  Tis 
"  not  a  fet  of  features  I  admire."  Tis 
fenfibility  ;  tis  exprefiion  j  tis — it  is  El- 
wina ! 

I  was  called  a  ftupid  fellow  by  half  the 
afiembly,  and  thought  fo,  perhaps,  by 
the  whole.  To  make  my  peace,  I 
pleaded  indifpofition,  and,  indeed,  I  was 
indifpofed  for  dancing  with  any  one  there  ; 
and  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  idly  filling 
up  a  place  where  I  had  no  bufinefs,  I  re- 
tired very  early. 

To 
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To  fay  I  thank  you,  Elwina,  for  your 
letter,  is  faying  nothing  j  yet  I  know  not 
a  language  that  can  give  me  the  expreflion 
I  want.  None  but  your  own  fweet  words, 
and  the  tone  of  your  own  fweet  voice, 
Would  be  equal  to  what  I  mean. 

To-day  I  begin  to  attend  the  le&ures, 
which,  I  affure  you,  I  fhall  be  very  dili- 
gent in  doing ;  as  the  fooner  they  are 
completed,  the  more  time  I  have  to  think 
on  thofe  fo  dear  to  me  as  I  left  behind  at 

Lr .     How  long    fhall    you    yet   flay 

there  ?    If  I  was  Mrs.  M ,  you  fhould 

never  leave  me.  Not  a  moment  would  I 
truft  you  from  my  fight,  as  I  fhould  wifh 
to  exift  only  when  you  were  by.  Will 
you  allow  me  to  bring  a  mefTage  from  that 
lady  to  your  houfe,  when  you  return  home  ? 

Am 
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Am  I  too  bold  ?  If  I  am,  tell  me  fo, 
but  do  not  punifh  me  by  a  refufal ;  I  will 
not  come  often ;  only  once  in  a  great 
while,  to  give  a  little  relifh  for  life,  by 
convincing  me  there  are  fome  pleafures 
worth  living  for. 

How  beautiful  the  moon   looked  laft 

night !  I  wonder  whether  you  faw  it  in  all 

the  fplendour  of  maturity,  ifl  may  ufe  that 

expreflion.    I  fixed  my  eyes  on  it,  and, 

heaving  a  gentle  figh,  wi/hed  that  Ehvina 

might  at  that  moment  be  employed  the 

fame  way.     Do  you  remember  the  paper 

in  the  Spectator,  where  two  perfons  made 

a  refolution,  while  abfent  from  each  other, 

to  devote  half  an  hour  in  a  day  to  the  fe- 

cret  and  filent  contemplation  of  each  other  ? 

Wjjat  a  divine  feaft  fuch  pleafures  of  the 

ima- 
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imagination  afford !  How  happy  fhould  I 
have  been,  if  I  could  have  known  for  a 
certainty  you  had  been  engaged  in  the 
fame  manner  I  was !  It  was  in  the  affembly 
room  too ;  but  what  is  the  world  and 
all  its  little  nonfenfe  ?  at  a  window  5  in  a 
room  crowded  with  company  ;  a  band  of 
mufic,  and  fixty  couple  dancing.  Alfred 
was  detached  from  them  all  $  neither  found 
or  buftle  affe&ed  him ;  I  was  as  much 
alone  as  if  on  the  wildeft  heath.  My  eyes 
were  fixed  on  that  beauteous  planet,  with 

no  earthly  being  betwixt  us  but  Elwina 

Oh !  God !  how  delicious  was  that  half  hour ! 
The  happinefs  of  ages  was  crowded  into  it, 
and  I  felt  hurt,  becaufe  difturbed,  when 
the  dance  was  finifhed.  My  elegant  re- 
verie was  broken  in  upon  by  noife  and  im- 
pertinence, and,  as  I  faid,  I  left  the  room. 
I  tried  to  regain  the  train  of  thoughts  that 

had 
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had  occupied  me,  as  I  drove  home ;  but 
they  were  not  renewable.  My  fober  rea- 
fon  told  me  they  were  too  wild,  too  excur- 
five  ;  but,  Elwina,  not  your  own  pure  felf 
could  be  purer  than  they  were  ;  not  an 
idea  floated  on  my  fancy  which 

"  Angels  might  not  hear,  or  virgins  tell," 


The  bell  announces  the  hour  for  le&ure. 
The  head  mult  now  be  employed  :  though 
I  think  I  could  attend  a  ledture  on  hearts 
with  more  fatisfadtion.  I  wifh  I  could  fee 
yours  intire.  How  delightful  !  And  yet 
how  fhould  I  tremble  on  the  examination, 
left  I  fhould  not  fee  the  figure  of  Alfred  ia 
fome  little  corner  of  it !  Oh,  may  I  not 
hope  he  has  a  fmall  fhare  ?  Never  wi!i  he, 
by  any  aftion,  deferve  to  be  difcarded  from 

fa 
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fo  enviable  a  poft.  No,  he  fwears  on  the 
altar  of  friendfhip  and  truth,  the  whole  bu- 
finefs  of  his  life  fhall  be  to  merit  the  efteem 
of  the  molt  amiable,  the  mod  admired  of 
her  fex  1 


ALFRED. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      VII. 


Elwina  to  Alfred. 


TJ  E  L I E  V  E  me,  Alfred,  your  medi* 
■*-*  tations  by  moon-light  were  fo  much 
in  my  own  way,  that  I  was  highly  grati- 
fied by  your  defer iption.  It  would  be  too 
foolifh,  or  I  could  tell  you  a  ftory  that 
might  ferve  as  a  companion  to  it :  but 
friendship  may  well  excufe  what  friendship 
alone  occafioned.  So  to  have  no  conceal- 
ments from  you ;  do  you  remember  the 
piece  of  myrtle  you  broke  off  from  a  tree 

in 
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in  Sir  Thomas  B — '$  confervatory  ?  I  wore 
it  all  day,  and  in  the  night  my  heart  fmote 
me  for  having  thrown  it  by,  neglected,  with 
fome  flowers  I  had  gathered  out  of  Mrs. 
M— ~ 's  garden.  The  moon,  whieh  was  fo 
favourable  to  your  contemplation,  was  no 
enemy  to  my  attempt  (though  not  at  that 
time  arrived  at  the  fplendour  of  maturity) 
towards  the  prefervatioa  of  the  myrtle 
fprig.  By  its  bright  light,  I  refcued  the 
almoft  expiring  gift  I  had  received  from 
[  the  hand  of  Alfred ;  and  placing  it  in 
water,  found,  by  the  next  morning,  it 
looked  as  if  it  would  live  a  little  longer.  In 
that  hope  I  put  it  into  a  pot  of  earth, 
where,  I  doubt  not,  it  will  take  root,  and 
grow  a  fine  fhrub.  I  claim  a  fpace  for  it 
at  your  re<5tory,  till  when  it  fhall  be  my 
care  to  nourifh  it. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  may  be  called  the  follies  of 
friendfhipj  but  if  each  portion  of  our 
lives  Ihould  pafs  as  thofe  periods,  when 
you  were  morali?ing  with  the  moon,  and 
I  was  preferving  my  fprig  of  myrtle, 
what  would  become  of  the  wifdom  of 
thofe  wife  ones,  who  would  laugh  at  us  ? 
I  have  feldom  been  more  pleafurably  em- 
ployed, than  during  my  officious  care,  and 
anticipating,  perhaps,  fome  future  vifit  to 
your  little  domain,  when  I  might  receive, 
with  ftill  more  delight,  another  piece  of 
myrtle  from  your  friendly  hand. 

I  have  never  read  the  paffage  you  allude 
to  in  the  Spectator,  without  feeling  a  ve- 
neration for  friends  of  fo  much  fentiment. 
That  I  have  met  with  one  of  the  fame  de- 
licacy and  fenfibility,  will  ever  be  acknow- 
ledged   with    thankful    gratitude.      And 

though 
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though  I  did  not,  indeed,  at  the  moment 
you  mention,  contemplate  the  fame  ob- 
ject, I  confider  the  adoration  you  paid 
the  bright  luminary,  as  a  tribute  for  the 
fervices  her  beams  afforded  me  fome  nights 
before.  However,  for  the  future,  the 
night  of  the  full  moon  fhall  never  pafs  un- 
heeded by  me. 

If  you  are  really  fond  of  dancing,  I  am 
forry  you  could  not  find  a  partner,  who 
could,  for  a  few  hours,  be  fufficiently 
interesting  to  induce  you  to  join  the  feftive 
throng.  For  my  part,  I  have  no  great 
paffion  for  the  exercife ;  and  often  wonder 
that  fo  many  young  women  are  fiich  en- 
thufiafts  in  the  caufe.  It  is  very  well  on  a 
cold  winter  night ;  but  I  never,  in  my  more 
girlifh  days,  was  a  violent  dancer.   I  own, 

Vol.  I.  H  like 
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like  old   Urjula  in  the  Padlock,  I  prefer 


grace  to  az'.irv. 


You  exprefs  wonder  that  I  fbould  have 
lived  to  the  age  of  twenty-three,  without 
being  engaged  in  the  matrimonial  ftate.  Is 
it  fo  very  marvellous : — To  have  lived 
thus  long  without  an  engagement  of  the 
heart,  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  beea 
more  fo. 

Perhaps  fome  other  time  I  may  inform 
you  of  this  point  in  my  hiftory,  which  ap- 
pears fo  very  extraordinary.  There  are 
fome  hearts  formed  for  friendfhipj  mine 
feems  to  be  of  that  clafs  j  and  we  do  not 
often  meet  with  men  who  are  capable  of 
infpiring  or  returning  it.  As  far  as  I  can 
judge,    I  have   been  fortunate ;    I   hope 

never 
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never  to  have  my  opinion  proved  an  error  ; 
I  fhould  be  unhappy  to  be  deceived. 

On  Thurfday  I  go  to  your  good  mother. 
Mrs,  M — pays  a  vifit  in  the  environs,  and 
kindly  excufes  my  attendance.  I  write  by 
this  day's  poft,  becaufe  you  will  have  it 
in  time  to  know  when  the  tete-a-tete  will 
take  place.  I  wonder  who  would  be  the 
happieft  of  the  party,  if  you  could  make  it 
a  trio  ? 

Adieu* 

e  l  w  rft*> 


H  2  LEV 
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L  E  T  X  £  /R      :VUI. 


Alfred  to  Elwina. 


'tTTH  EN  I  become  a  refident  at  my 
*  ^  rectory,  I  think  I  fhall  eftablifh  fuch 
a  kind  of  attic  entertainment  as  at  Bath- 
Eaftcn.  What  a  prize  to  have  a  fprig  of 
myrtle  from  the  favourite  tree  ! — The 
adopted  of  Elwina  !  It  could  receive  no 
addition  unlefs  Elwina  herfelf  was  to  dis- 
tribute it.  "Will  you  accept  the  office? 
No  one  would  be  fo  well  qualified  to  ad- 
ju<%e  tke  palm  of  merit.    Sacred  fhall  be 

the 
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t?ie  hallowed  plant—  Odi  profanum !  noli  me 
tangere  I  fhall  be  its  motto.  Even  I  will 
not  prefume  to  tear  its  branching  honours  ; 
I  will  adore  it,  as  if  the  tree  indeed  con- 
tained my  beauteous  nymph  enclofed  in  its 
bark.  Under  your  aufpices  it  muft  live, 
it  muft  flouriih.  Apollo  had  his  laurel  j 
Alfred  fhall  have  his  myrtle  :  Oh  !  how 
much  happier  the  latter  than  the  former  ! 
The  object  of  his  adoration  chofe  to  be 
turned  into  an  inanimate  plant,  to  avoid 
his  purfuit :  Elwina,  for  me,  has  deigned, 
to  protect  and  fhelrer  with  her  foftering 
hand  my  favourite  plant,  till  I  may  re- 
pofe  myfelf  under  its  branches.  I  mould 
be  ready  to  execrate  the  rude  hand  that 
fhould  defpoil  its  beauties.  Guard  it,  my 
elegant  friend,  with  your  ufmoft  care  ;  when 
it.  is  tranfplanted  we  will  have  a  jubilee.  I 
H  3  fhall 
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ft  all  never  fee  a' leaf  of  myrtle,  but  1  frhttl 
think  of  and  blefs  you. 


HoW  much  like  an  angel  -,  in  a  word, 
how  much  like  Elwina  was  it,  to  letme  know 
that  on  this  day  you  would  vifit  trie  beffc 
of  mothers ! — Was  you  not  fenfible  of  mf 
prefence  ?  The  whole  day  my  intelle&aal 
felf  has  been  with  you  :  I  led  you  from  the 
little  white  gate,  onlyjufl  flopping  to  gather 
a  branch  of  honeyfuckle  that  twines  round 
the  poplar  tree,  which  my  pleafed  fancy 
faw  you  place  in  your  bofom  ;  where,  may 
peace  and  happinefs  ever  dwell.  I  have 
no  myrtle  at prefent ;  fo  the  fweet  woodbine 
was  all  the  offering  I  could  make.  From 
thence  I  prefented  you  to  my  delighted 
mother.   There,  in  charming  converfe,  we 

paffed 
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pafled  the  morning,  and  afterwards  par- 
took of  a  frugal,  but  not  inelegant  mqal. 
Elwina,  will  you  pardon  my  folly  ?  I  played 
the  truant  this  morning  -,  I  could  not  leave 
my  mental  «  feaft  of  reafon  and  flow  of 
"  foul,"  to  attend  a  lecture  on  philofophy. 
I  fat  in  my  rooms  the  whole  day]  and  to 
avoid  impertinent  vifitors  (for  whofe  in- 
trufion  could  be  deemed  otherwife  ?)  I  fhut 
my  outer  door.  To  ufe  your  own  fweet 
words,-— 7#g/e  may  be  called  the  follies  of 
friendfhip.  Oh,  with  all  my  heart !  "  There 
"  is  a  pleafure  in  madnefs  which  none  but 
"  madmen  know."  And  if  my  folly  makes 
me  happy,  I  want  not  to  be  wife,  nor  do  I 
envy  thofe  that  are  fo. 

Moft  truly  yours, 

ALFRED. 

H  4  LET- 


152        THE    SCHOOL 


LETTER      IX. 


Elwina  to  Alfred, 


T  HAVE  been  rambling  this  morning 
over  thofe  pleafant  fields  behind  Mrs. 
M1*'  ■  -'s  houfe,  and  up  to  that  fpot  where 
you  once  pointed  out  to  me  a  view  of  your 
mother's  elegant  little  cottage.  A  kind 
hand  has  lopped  away  fome  branches  that 
grew  too  luxuriantly  at  the  end  of  the 
copfe,  by  which  improvement  the  object 
has  gained  much  beauty.  I  felt  particu- 
larly charmed  with  its  At  (truck  on  my 

fancy, 


FOR    FATHERS.        153 

fancy,  as  if  I  had  juft  difcovered  a  dear 
friend,  whom  I  loved,  but  thought  not 
of  feeing  at  that  moment.  Almoft  the 
whole  of  the  neat  white  houfe  prefents  it- 
fetf"  -,  and  that  we  do  not  fee  it  intirely,  di- 
minifhes  not  from  the  perfpective,  as  it  is 
embowered  in  a  little  wood,  over  which  a 
chimney  peeps,  that  looks  like  a  turret.  The 
effect  is  wonderfully  pleafing  j  part  of  the 
glade  was  enriched  by  cattle  feeding,  and 
the  back  ground,  which  you  remember  is.-. 
broken  and  elevated,  gave  the  whole,  an. 
air  equally  grand  and  pi&urefque. 

It  would  have  been  herefy  againft  the 
fcience  of  painting,  if  I  had  not  taken  a 
faint  (ketch  of  the  fcene  before  me.  I  had 
paper  and  pencils  with  me,  and,  allowing 
for  poor  abilities,  I  think  I  have  fucceeded 
asnerveilk;  but  you  (hall  judge,  for  I  hope 
H  5  you 
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you  are  by  this  time  quite  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  for  Alfred  alone  the  drawing  was 
executed.     I  have  had   this  evening   the 
happinefs  of  attending  your  excellent  mo- 
ther up  thither  -,  and  her  good  tafte  cor- 
rected the  exuberance  of  mine  ;  (he  even 
pointed  out  a  little  objeft  I  had  overlook- 
ed :-*  it  was  the  remains  of  a  mill,   which 
the  enemies  of  improvement  had  deftroyed 
many  years   fince,  and  which,   fhe  faid, 
you    had    often    contemplated  as  a   ruin 
that  would  look  well  on  canvafs.     Shall  I 
©wn,  had  any  other  than  your  mother  made 
this  obfervation,  I  fliould  have^been  heartily 
mortified?    but   there   is   no  humility  in 
yielding  the  palm  to  her.     With  her  ftric- 
tures  then  I  completed  my  Sketches  from 
nature  j  and,  as  (he  tells  me  fhe  is  to  fend 
you  a  parcel  next  week— I  fhall  take  the 
opportunity  of  conveying  my  performance 

at 
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at  the  fame  time — If  you  difcover  any 
merit  in  it>  fuperadcted  to  that  which  my 
wifh  to  pleafe  you,  I  know,  will  give  it  in 
your  eye,  pray  let  that  too  have  a  place  in 
the  fpot  deftined  to  your  future  refidence. 
-  My  nurferyt  I  hope  you  underftand  I  mean 
the  little  myrtle,  thrives  charmingly  :  it 
looks  as  bright  and  flourifhing  as  if  it  di- 
vined to  what  a  pre-eminence  over  all  other 
"  humble  plants"  it  was  to  be  promoted. 

Mrs.  M ,  who  you  know  has   no 

more  tafte  than  a  pumpkin,  wanted  me  to 
draw  a  copy  for  her.  It  was  not  from  idle- 
nefs  or  ill-nature  that  I  refufed  her  as  civilly 
as  I  could  -,  Jhe  would  fet  no  value  on  it  j 
for,  very  likely,  unlefs  I  was  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  framing  it,  before  theweekcame 
round,  it  would  either  be  made  a  thread-  - 
paper  of,  or  have  a  pin  driven  through  if, 

H6  to 
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to  make  a  whirligig  for  the  children. 
And  I  could  not  bear  even  a  copy  of  a  per- 
formance profefledlydefigned  for  you  lhould 
be  thus  degraded.  If  your  collection  of 
drawings  is  fmall,  it  fhall  be  compofed  of 
fcarce  ones;  and  this,  I  give  you  my 
word,  fhall  be  an  unique.  Not  thefirfl: 
cabinet  in  the  kingdom  fhall  ever  poffefs 
one  from  the  fame  artift. 

Oh  !  what  would  the  fcholars  fay,  if 
they  knew  what  fludies  engaged  Alfred 
laft  Thurfday  fennight  ?  How  would  they 
fhake  their  fquare  caps  and  taffels  at  him, 
out  of  reproof  and  ridicule !  But  what 
does  Elwina  fay  ? — Simply  this  :  "  May 
*<  the  pleafures  of  your  elegant  imagina- 
«f  tion  be  realized."  What  a  confidence 
have  I  in  the  rectitude  of  your  heart,  to 
cxprefs  fuch  a  fentiment ! 

And 
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And  think  you  the  whole  day  was  paf- 
fed,  without  our  frequently  wifhing  the 
almoft- adored  fon,  and  much  efteemed 
friend,  was  of  our  little  party  ?  Oh,  furely, 
it  was  not.  Alfred  furnifhed  the  moft 
pleafing  part  of  our  converfation. — How 
rich  my  repaft!  I  was  feafted  with 
your  praife  !— What  an  amiable  pifture, 
and  drawn  by  the  hand  of  a  mother  !  My 
heart  exulted  that  I  could  call  fuch  a  man 
my  friend.  It  was  a  day  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, while  memory  can  laft.  Your 
mother  looked  almoft  more  than  mortal, 
while  fhe  dwelt  on  a  theme  fo  delightful  to 
her.   How  did  her  auditor  look,  I  wonder  ? 

Adieu, 

ELWINA, 


LET- 
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LETTER     X. 


To  the  Same. 


I  CALLED  on  your  good  mother  yef- 
terday,  but  on  hearing  flie  was  out,  I 
meant  not  to  flop :  Betty,  however,  in- 
formed me  (he  was  but  juft  ftepped  out  to 
fee  a  fick  neighbour  to  whom  fhe  had  pro- 
mifed  fome  relief.     I  then  determined  to 

wait  for  her  return,   Mrs.  M having 

requested  I  would  prevail   on  her  to  dine 
at  the  Grove  to-day ;  and,  abstracted  from 

3  m7. 


* 
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my  hope  of  feeing  her,  I  wilhed  to  have 
her  anfwer. 


I  took  a  book  from  your  collection, 
which  proved,  among  fome  other  poets 
to  be  Hammond's  Elegies.  I  had  nearly 
gone  through  them  before  Mrs.  Harley 
returned.  I  have  read  them  often,  and 
heard  them  much  praifed.  Perhaps  I 
ought  not  to  hazard  an  opinion  concerning 
a  work  that  has  been  approved  by  great 
critics.  As  to  their  compolition,  I  will 
not  pretend  to  find  fault  with  it ;  but  I  like 
not  the  fubj eels  of  the  firft  five  elegies; 
the  fixth  I  Ihould  approve,  but  for  the  fe- 
cond  ftanza: 


"  She  tells  me,  Delia,  I  fhall  thee  obtain  ; 
*  But  can  I  lilten  to  her  fyren  fong, 

«  Who 
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w  Who  feven  flow  months  have  dragg'd  thy 

"  painful  chain ; 
<c  So  long  thy  lover,  and  defpis'd  Co  long  ?" 

I  hope,  Alfred,  you  would  never  prove 
fuch  a  conftant,  perfevering,  nay  obftinate 
lover,  to  fb  infenfible,  fo  undeferving  a 
miftrefs.  The  lad  ftanza  but  one  in  the 
feventh  is  too  licentious  to  pleafe  me. 

It  muft  be  owned  Hammond  was  very 
unfortunate  in  his  choice  of  miftreffcs ; 
how  he  could  love  fuch  a  monfter  as  Ne- 
sera  I  cannot  conceive.  It  is  contrary  to 
my  fyftem  -,  love  could  never  exift  in  my 
bofom  independent  of  efteem.  It  is  im- 
pofTible  the  fame  obje<5t  can  infpire  love 
and  hatred  at  once.  But  it  is  recorded  of 
him,  that  he  died  a  martyr  to  his  ill-placed 
pafiion.     Perhaps  it  was  happier  for  him 

than 
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than  if  he  had  lived  to  be  made  a  wretch, 
by  fuch  fordid,  and,  at  beft, .  infenfiblc 
minds, 

I  admire  this  ftanza  in  the  ninth  elegy. 

"  With  mean  difguife  let  others  nature  hide, 
«  And  mimic  virtue  with  the  paint  of  art } 

« I  feorn  the  cheat  of  reafon's  foolifti  pride, 
"  And  boaft  the  graceful  weaknefs  of  my  heart." 

But  enough  of  criticifm ;  I  feel  I  am  not 
*qual  to  it.  I  mould  not  have  ventured 
my  fentiments  on  this  work,  but  that  I 
know  you  will  kindly  fet  me  right ;  and  I 
fhall  glory  in  being  inftru&ed  by  fo  good 
a  judge,  and  fo  kind  a  friend. 

Much  lefs  do  I  feel  myfclf  capable  of 
entering  upon  politics.    But  the  learned  in 

thefe 
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thefe  matters  fay,  things  are  growing  worffc 
and  worfe.  I  have  a  filler  who  lives  in 
America,  having  fome  years  ago  married 
with  very  fair  profpects,  in  the  province  of 
Philadelphia;  but  who  has  fince  expe- 
rienced all  the  rigours  of  civil  war.  Her 
hufband,  who  held  a  poll  under  govern- 
ment, has  been  difpofTeffed  for  fome  time. 
I  received  a  letter  from  her  the  other  day, 
replete  with  dreadful  images  of  diftrefs. 
One  time  or  other  you  fhall  have  her  hif- 
tory ;  it  is  melancholy  and  pathetic. 

My  return  is  fixed  for  the  latter  end  of 

next  week.     Mrs.  M has  promifed  to 

bring  your  mother  to  fee  us,  before  the 
days  fhorten  too  much.  "  I  fay  nothing," 
but  if  there  fhould  be  a  corner  in  the  coach, 
it  would  be  no  unpleafant  circumftance. 

Alfred 
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Alfred  will  be  pleafed  to  recoiled*  this 
is  the  fecond  letter  I  have  written  fince  I 
received  a  line  from  him.  I  do  not  mean 
to  be  fo  indulgent  for  the  future.  But  I 
could  not  fend  my  drawing  without  fome 
kind  of  introduction,  to  fecure  its  welcome 
and  protection.  Of  your  dear  mother  I 
fhall  not  fay  a  word,  as  I  know"  (he  is  at  this 

moment  writing   to   you.     Mrs.  M 

fends  her  compliments,  and  all  the  children 
wifH  for  your  return,  particularly  fince  you 
have  promifed  them  a  ride  on  your  pretty 
horfe.  I  have  quite  filled  my  paper,  and 
fo  I  fhbuld  have  done  had  the  fheet  been 
as  large  again.  But  there  is  a  fummons 
for  tea,  and  I  muft  fend  this  off  for  your 
mother  to  inclofe. 

Adieu, 

ELWINA, 
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LETTER    XL 


A  L  F  R  ED      TO     ELWINA. 


"VTOU  are  fo  wholly  unlike  the  cha- 
racter of  Hammond's  miftreffes,  that 
I  may  fafely  venture  to  declare  to  you, 
your  opinion  on  every  thing  has  the 
greateft  weight  with  me.  I  could  truft 
myfelf  in  your  hands,  as  if  I  were  a  mere 
machine ;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  under 
your  tuition  and  guidance  I  could  not  err. 

Had 
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Had  Elwina  been  my  preceptor,  I  fhould 
have  learnt  my  leffons  with  fo  much  de- 
light,  that  nothing  but  the  apprehenfion 
of  lofing  your  inftru&ions  too  foon,  could 
have  equalled  my  improvement.  I  ex- 
tremely admire  your  criticifm,  and  think 
it  juft  in  a  very  great  degree.  No;  I  fhould 
hot  have  been  fo  perfevering  a  lover. 

"  Sweet  is  the  love  that  meets  return." 

Arid  as  to  Nesera,  I  fhould  have def- 
pifed  myfelf  had  I  fuffered  my  fenfes  to  run 
away  thus  with  my  reafon,  though  fhe  had 
poffefled  the  form  and  grace  of  a  Venus, 
or  even  one  I  could  name  fuperior  to  fifty 
Venufes.  I  glory  in  boafting  a  fympathetic 
fentiment  with  Elwina.  An  avaricious 
woman,  is  a  baneful  monfter. 

You 
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You  delicately  hint  ypurjdiflike  of  a  par- 
ticular ftanza  in  the  fixth  elegy.  I  am  cer- 
tain, though  you  may  admire  the  poetry, 
you  will  condemn  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
fifth,  as  being  very  free  and.  immoral ;  for 
there  he  intimates  that  his  mittrefs  is  a 
married  woman,  and  that  their  intervieyf 
was  far  from  innocent.  This  elegy- cerT 
tainly  contradicts  the  affertion  in  the  pre- 
face, of  his  youth  being  undijftyated.  How- 
ever,  he  only  Juppojes  the  interview,  but  he 
pays  no  compliment  to  the  virtue  of'.his 
mjftrefs. 

His  editor  fays,  he  copied  Tibullus 
rather  than  Ovid.  He  has  indeed  clofely 
copied  the  former,  as  you  may  judjge  fron? 
a  translation  of  the  Latin  poet,  which  you 
will  find  in  the  fame  book-cafe,  whenever 
you  honour  my  mother  with  another  call. 

I  pur- 
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I  purchafed  them  for  her.  I  fhould  have 
liked  Hammond  better,  had  he  been  an 
original  poet;  his  thoughts  are  all  ftolen 
from  his  favourite  author.  And  yet  it  is 
but  a  poor  proof  of  over-regard,  to  make 
fo  free  with  thofe  we  profefs  an  affection 
for, 

Ovid  certainly  paints  to  the  pafiions,  and 
is  fbmetimes  too  voluptuous  j  but  we  muft 
confider  the  age  he  lived  in,  even  more  li- 
centious than  ours,  and  where  delicacy  and 
fentiment  were  not  known ;  yet  fome  of 
his  writings  are  beautifully  chafte.  His 
Triftia  is  eminently  fo,  which  you  may 
read  in  your  own  language,  tranflated  by 
one  of  your  own  fex. 

Thefe  lines  arc  beautiful. 

«The 
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"  The  feafon  now  invites  me  to  retire 
**  To  the  dear  lares  of  my  houfehold  fire, 
"  To  homely  fcenes  of  calm  domeftic  peace, 
u  A  poet's  leifure,  and  an  old  man's  eafe ; 
"  To  wear  the  remnant  of  uncertain  life, 
"  In  the  fond  bofom  of  a  faithful  wife  j 
"  In  fafe  repofe  my  lait  few  hours  to  fpend, 
M  Nor  fearful,  nor  impatient  of  their  end." 

Such  fentiments  would  do  honour  to  a 
Chriftian  philofopher,  leaving  the  hurry  and 
buftle  of  life.  You  will  like  the  whole  of 
it. 

I  doubt  not  you  have  a  good  collection 
of  books,  your  mind  feems  fo  highly  cul- 
tivated j  yet  perhaps  in  my  ftudy  you  may 
find  fome  with  which  you  are  not  acquaint- 
ed. It  is  well  chofen  ;  I  may  fay  as  much, 
becaufe  the  greater  part  belonged  to  my 
worthy  friend  Mr.  Nelfon,  who  left  me  the 

whole 
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whole  of  his  library  ;  and  when  I  have  ad- 
ded all  I  have  here  to  it,  I  fhall  have  food 
enough  for  the  greateft  bookworm  in  the 
world  to  fubfiil  on. 

And  will  not  Elwina  think  I  am  a  mere 
bookworm  indeed,  or,  as  the  cantabs  fay, 
t(  a  quiz  of  a  fellow  ?"  I  have  not  yet  writ- 
ten one  line  of  thanks  for  your  fweet  in- 
eftimable  prefent.  I  could  have  traced  the 
mafter  in  the   performance.     How  neatl 
how  elegant!    Will  you  not  often  exercife 
your  pencil  thus  in  delineating  fome  fa- 
vourite fpot  ?    How  fhall  I  treafure  them 
up !    Others  may  coldly  admire,    but   / 
fhall  feel  them  in  a  higher  degree  than  I 
can  exprefs.     I  will  fct  a  little  room  apart, 
the  window  of  which  fhall  be  graced  with 
the  myrtle;  and  no  other  ornament  fhall 
be  admitted,  than  fuch  as  are  created  by 
Vol.  I.  I  Ei- 
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"Elwina.  It  {hall  be  my  mufeurri,  my  fane ~ 
turn  fan 51  or um,  where  no  one  (hall  be  al- 
lowed to  enter,  but  thofe  who  know  how  to 
value  the  favour.  I  would  hang  up  the 
drawing  in  my  room  here,  but  then  vulgar 
eyes  would  behold  it.  No  ;  I  will  lock 
it  up  in  a  drawer,  and  vifit  it  with  all  the 
devotion  that  the  holy  relics  of  a  faint 
would  infpire  in  the  breaft  of  -an  hermiti 

How  fweetly  you  have  anfvvered  the  re- 
queft  I  made  fome  time  ago,  by  a  kind 

invitation  to  efcort  Mrs.  M and  my 

mother  to  the  bleft  fpot  which  gave  Elwina 
birth  !  How  fhall  I  be  delighted  in  be- 
holding each  walk  and  plant  that  has  been 
nurtured  by  your  fair  hand,  or  dignified  by 
your  partiality  !  You  fhall  fliew  me  your 
favourite  feat  •,  we  will  fit  upon  it,  and 
you  fhall  point  out  all  its  beauties.     Your 

father 
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father  and  mother  too — I  long  to  fee  the 
progenitors  of  Elwina;   to  trace  in  their 
features   fome  refemblance    to   the   moft: 
lovely,  ,the  moft  amiable  among  women. 
Shall  I  love  your  brothers  ?     Surely  they 
muft  be  worthy  beings,  or  they  cannot  be 
related  to  you.  Your  filler,  is  fhelike  you  ? 
But  anfwer  me  not.     I  (hall  foon  have  the 
hap£>inefs  of  breathing  the  fame  air  with 
Elwina;  of  viewing  her  fweet,  and  I  hope 
not  averted  face  *  of  hearing  too  the  moft" 
charming  accents,  and  dwelling  with  de- 
light on  each  word  that  falls  from  her  lips. 
Yes,  ct  the  heavy  hours   are   almoft  paft," 
that  divide  me  from  elegance,  ienfe,  beau- 
ty, and  exq'uifite  worth.     No  one  can  fee 
all  thefe  perfections  clearer;  no  one  can 
feel  them  in  a  higher  degree,  than 

ALFRED. 
I  2  LET- 
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LETTER      XII. 


Alfred  to  Elwina. 


Banbury. 

IM  A  D  E  a  little  excurfien  two  days 
fince,  with  a  fellow  collegian,  to  fee 
his  fitter,  who  is  fettled  in  this  place.  She 
is  lately  returned  from  America,  where 
fhe  had  patted  fome  years.  Happily  both 
herfelf  and  family  have  efcaped  the  ravages 
and  dangers  of  war,  and  have  retired"  to 
this  peaceful  afylum.  But  I  find  the 
chief  of  their   fortune  is  loft>  as  all  their 

landed 
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landed  property  was  feized  on  by  the  Con- 
greft. 

I  afked  her  if  fhe  knew  your  fitter,  as 
fhe  had  mentioned  Philadelphia;  I  found 
fhe  was  well  acquainted  with  her  in  that 
province  j  but  that  fhe  had  left  it  for  fome 
years.  You  will  recollect,  Elwina,  your 
promife  of  giving  me  the  hiftory  of  your 
fifter?  and  pray  let  it  be  by  letter,  for, 
when  we  meet,  I  will  not  let  you  have  all 
the  talk  to  yourfelf,  dearly  as  I  love  to 
?hear  the  found  of  your  voice. 

■■#  This  lady  (Mrs.  Dennifon)  followed  the 
fortunes  of  her  hufband,  who  was  forced  to 
go  to  a  fettlement  he  had  at  Penobfcot. 
Re  had  not  been  long  there  ere  the  cruel 
neceffity  of  fetting  fire  to  the  town  eon- 
fumed  all  their  property.  It  really  makes 
I  £  me; 


174        THE    SCHOOL 

me  Hi  udder  to  hear  her  relate  all  her  fuffbr*-. 
ings.     She  and  her  children  were  drivea- 
out  by  the  flames,  and  weije  happy  to  have 
the  flicker  of  a  deep  mcrafs,  as  well  to 
conceal    themfelves  from  the  exafperated 
rebels,. as  to  fecure  them  from  the  hafty  pro- 
grefs  of  the  conflagration.   In. this  fituation 
Ihe  remained  feveral  hours,  uncertain  of 
the  fate  of  her  hufband,  and   fearful,  till 
the   fall  of  night,  to  attempt  feeking  3 
more  comfortable  fituation.   What  a  night 
of  horror  at  laft  prefented  h{el{\  the  gleams 
of  fire  from  the  different  fettlements  being 
all  the  light  to  direct  them  on  their  way. 

How  is  it  poffible  a  tender,  delicate  wo- 
man, v.'ith  three  children  clinging  round  h?r, 
and  crying  with  hunger,  cold,  and  terror, 
could  oe  infpired  with  fufficient  fortitude 
and  ftrength  to  combat  thofe  evils,  and 

at 
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at  laft  furmount  them  ?  She  wandered 
without  food,  and  almoft  without  cloth- 
ing, upwards  of  thirty  miles,  through 
woods  nearly  impaflable,  lying  by  in  the 
day,  and  fubfifting  her  wretched  infants 
with  berries,  and  water  from  the  brooks; 
when,  juft  dying,  they  fortunately  reached 
an  Indian  hut;  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  friendly  to  the  loyalifts — Here  fhe  re- 
ceived the  fupplies  fo  neceffary  to  fuftain 
life,  and  with  tliem  (he  continued  near  a 
fortnight. 


*c 


Oo,e  of  th,e  fons  of  the  family  kindly 
undertook  toA,travel  to  the  army,  and  en-- 
deavour  to  gain  fome  information  of  the 
hufband  of  the  almoft  defpairing  Mrs. 
Dennifon.  He  found  the  Captain  wound- 
ed, and  near  expiring,  and  two  Indians 
juft  in  the  aft  of  preparing  to  fcalp  him. 

I    4  The 
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The  brave  fellow  flew  on  the  mifcreants 
with  his  hatchet,  and  dealt  his  blows  fo 
fuccefsfully,  that  one  dropped  down  life- 
lefs,  and  the  other  was  too  much  difabled 
to  proceed  in  his  horrid  defign. 

The  Indians  are  well  verfed  in  the  virtue 
of  herbs,  which  are  their  only  fpecifics  in 
all  cafes.  The  woods  every  where  abound" 
with  thefe  falutary  helps.  He  procured 
fome,  and  their  application  foon  reflored 
the  unfortunate  Dennifon. 

As  foon  as  he  could  bear  motion,  the  ge- 
nerous Indian  carried  him  on  his  back, 
and  in  three  days  "prefented  him  to  his  be- 
loved wife  and  family;  the  news  of  whofe 
fafety  had,  no  doubt,  contributed  much 
to  the  recovery  of  the  gallant  officer.  It 
was  a  long  time  before  he  was  able  to  tra- 
vel. 
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vel. — His  wounds  continued  in  a  danger- 
ous ftate,  and  the  army  at  a  great  diftance. 
All  thefe  circumftances  induced  him  to 
yield  to  the  repeated  felicitations  of  his 
wife  -,  and  the  honeft  Indian  once  more  un- 
dertook a  journey  to  the  army,  with  a  letter 
from  Dennifon  to  the  commanding  officer, 
to  obtain  leave  of  abfence,  as  his  fituation 
precluded  all  hopes  of  being  able  to<  re- 
join the  regiment.  The  General  was  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  he  was  living,  as  the  party 
had  reported  his  death,  and  his  commiffion 
was  already  difpofed  of.  Permifiion  was- 
immediately  granted  him,  and  as'foon  as 
they  could  put  themfelves  in  condition, 
this  forlorn  family  fet  off  on  their  travels 
to  the  moft  convenient  fea  port,  to  be 
ready  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  firft  veffsl 
for  England. 

1 5  -Many/ 
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Many  and  various  were  the  difficulties 
they  had  to  encounter,  before  they  found 
the  much  defired  opportunity  of  procuring 
a  paffage.  At  length  they  fucceeded ;  her 
-father  gave  them  the  fincereft  welcome, 
and  happily  had  it  in  his  power,  by  a  late 
and  unexpected  addition  to  his  income,  to 
jncreafe  her  eftablifhment,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  remains  of  her  hufband's  for- 
tune, and  his  half  pay,  has  enabled  them 
to  take  a  pleafant  little  houfe,  in  the  cot- 
tage ftyle,  with  about  forty  acres  of  land  ; 
and  he  fmilingly  fays,  he  mall  turn  bisjword 
into  a  -plough/hare,  and  hhfyear  into  a  prun- 
ing hook.  Mrs.  Dennjfon  is  happier  in 
.being  the  wife  of  a  little  country  farmer, 
than  of  a  general ;  and  the  poor  children 
(who  talk  yet  with  terror  of  the  dangers 
they  have  feen)  ramble  about  with  delight 
over  fields  unftained  with  blood. 

It 
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It  conveys  the  moft  heart-felt  fatisfaction 
to  fee  this  once  perfecuted  family  repofed 
in  the  arms  of  peace.  Happy  iflanders ! 
did  ye  but  confider,  and  properly  weigh 
your  advantageous  fituation,  ye  would  lefs 
repine  at  the  trifling  difficulties  ye  encoun- 
ter. Ye  contribute  money  to  the  war  ;  but 
it  is  carried  far  away  from  you. — Ye  can 
never  become  the  feat  of  defolation,  or  be 
witnefs  to  the  dreadful  fcenes  that  rive  the 
heart  in  the  bare  relation. 

Mrs.  Dennifon  is  a  pleafing  little  wo- 
man, and  of  a  form  and  conftitution3  one 
fliould  think,  ill  adapted  to  fupport  the 
hardships  fhe  laboured  through  ;  but  now 
it  is  all  over;  and,  like  the  fhipwrecked 
mariner,  fhe  dwells  on  the  ftorm  that  fo 
nearly  overwhelmed  her.  She  fays  grate- 
fully, and  gracefully  too,  that  it  was  owing 
16  to 
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to  having  the  beft  of  hufbands,  that  (he 
was  enabled  to  ftruggle  with  her  difficul- 
ties, and  conquer  them  at  laft,  without 
falling  a  victim  to  her  ill  fortune.  The 
hope  of  again  being  united  to  a  man  who 
deferved  her  tendereft  love,  fupported  her 
amidft  her  trials,  "  and  Heaven  be  praif- 
*'  ed,"  (he  cries,  "  I  am  rewarded." 

Oh  1  Eiwina,  how  delightful  is  it  to  fee 
two  perfoHS,  fo  formed  for  each  other,  fo 
happily  united  ! — The  dear  little  children 
too  -,  each  hanging,  with  infantine  pleafure 
and  fondnefs,  on  the  enraptured  father  and 
mother ;  and,  by  their  fweet  careffes, 
congratulating  and  rewarding  their  efcape 
from  the  toils  and  troubles  of  war.  The 
fcene  grew  too  interefting.  My  bofom 
fwelled  even  to  pain,  and  I  fought  a  retired 
fpot,  to  give  vent  to  feelings  I  could  not 

refift. 
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refill.  Happy  family  !  Happy  Dennifon  !  to 
be  fupremely  bleft  with  the  woman  of  thy 
fondeft  choice.  Long  may  ye  live,  giving 
and  receiving  the  trueft  tranfports  !  enjoy- 
ing the  moft  exquifite  of  human  felicity ! 

■  ■■  •*  '  What  is  the  world to  them, 


Its  pomp,  its  pleafures,  and  its  nonfenfe  all ; 
Who,  in  each  other,  clafp  whatever  fair 
High  fancy  forms,  and  lavifli  hearts- can  wifh, 
Something  than  beauty  dearer,  fhould  they  look, 
Or  on  the  mind,  or  mind-illumin'd  face, 
Truth,  goodnefs,  honour,  harmony,  and  love, 
The  richeft  bounty  of  indulgent  Heaven. 
Meanwhile  a  fmiling  offspring  rifes  round, 
And  mingles  both  their  graces. 

Yes,  Elwina,  it  is  fuch  fights  as  thefe 
that  fill  my  bofom  with  fenfations  too  ex- 
quifite to  be  expreffed.  I  dole  into  the 
garden,  where  a  thoufand  foft  impaffioned 

thoughts 
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thoughts  rujhed  on  ray  mind.  For  fome. 
moments  I  was  lifted  up  above  this  world 
and  all  its  nonfenfe.  Delufive  ideas  !  Oh— 
whither  did  my  imagination  carry  me  ! — 
And  does  Elwina  fay  may  they  be  realized  ? 
Oh,  my  fweet  friend,  you  know  not  at 
times  how  wild  and  romantic  that  imagi- 
nation is.  But  wherefore  are.  we  endued  with 
reafon,  if  we  ufe  it  not  to  regulate  our  paf- 
fions  ?  And  what  can  a  man  wifh  for  who 
is  poffeffed  of  the  friendfhip  and  efteem  of 
Elwina  ?  Moderate  thy  wilhes  then,  too 
prefumptuous  Alfred,  and  learn  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  a  portion  of  happinefs  which 
fcarcely  any  merit  can  deferve,  or  the  pur- 
er!: affedtion  and  veneration  repay.  Thy 
friendfhip,  ever  amiable  Elwina,  is  the 
deareft  advantage,  the  choiceft  bleffing  in 

the  life  of 

ALFRED. 

LET 
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LETTER      XIII. 


Elwina  to  Alfred. 


I  A  M  not  in  the  fweeteft  of  all  poffible 
tempers  this  morning,  and  yet  I  will 
write  to  my  friend  Alfred,  to  inform  him 
his  letter  from  Banbury  was  brought  me 
hither  laft  night,  after  it  had  lain  at  Mrs. 
M — 's  two  days.  Addrefs  your  next  to  me 
at  home,  where  I  have  been  this  week. 

I  know  not  whether  the  perufal  of  your 
account  of  the  Dennifon  family  threw  me 
into  an  unpleafant  train  of  thought,  or  to 

what 
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what  caufe  it  was  owing,  but  I  never 
clofed  my  eyes  the]  whole  night.  I 
think  I  can  fend  you  a  counterpart  of  their 
ftory  in  that  of  my  lifter.  How  could 
you  inquire  after  her  ?  I  knew  not  that 
you  was  acquainted  with  her  name — I  do 
not  remember  having  ever  mentioned  it. 

It  was  foolifh  to  begin  writing  when  I 
was  fo  little  in  a  humour  for  it  j  nor  is  it 
worth  while  to  fend  you  this  trifling  fcrap.. 
But,  perhaps,  you  would  like   to  know  I 

had  left  L .     I  know  not  what  ails 

me — I  am  not  well — I  am  hot  and  cold  by 
turns — I  believe  it  is  what  the  fine  ladies 
call  the  vapours.  In  truth,  I  am  out  of 
fpirits.  I  fliall  not  attempt  to  anfwer  any 
part  of  your  letter — There  are  fbme  paf- 

fages  quite  incomprehenfible  to 

ELWINA. 

LET. 
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LETTER      XIV. 


Alfred  to  Elwjna, 


NO  T  a  word  that  ever  fell  from  the 
lips  of,Elwina  has  efcaped  the  ob- 
fervation  of  Alfred.  I  do  not,  from  hence, 
feek  to  eftablilh  a  character  for  having  a 
very  retentive  memory ;  mine  is  far  other- 
wife  ;  but  each  found  you  utter  finks  deep 
on  the   tablet  of  my  mind.     I  had  not 

r 

known  you  long  before  you  mentioned  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Pleydel,  calling  her  your 
unfortunate  fitter ;  that  tide  infured  her 

fome 
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fome  attention  from  me.  There  are  fomc 
other  exprefllons  you  have  let  fall,  per- 
haps, as  unheeded  by  you,  which  yet  have 
funk  on  my  heart,  making  indelible  im- 
prefllons — but  of  them  no  more  at  pre- 
fent. 

You  make  me  wretched,  Elvvina,  when 
you  tell  me  you  are  indifpofed.  I  cannot 
bear  thofe  inftances  of  mortality,  in  one 
whom  I  regard  as  of  a  fuperior  order  of 
beings  ;•  you  muft  not  be  ill.  For  heaven's 
fake,  take  air  and  exercife»— Oh,  if  you 
had  a  brother  to  whom  you  was  dear,  in 
the  hundredth  degree  that  you  are  to  me, 
how  would  he  cherifh  you  ;  how  would  he 
vary  your  amufements,  till  he  faw  health 
and  cheerfulnefs  regain  their  feat  in  your 
beloved  face  ! 
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Tou  clofed  not  your  eyes  the  whole  night. 
Elwina,  you  cannot  be  well.  What  occa- 
fioned  the  fweeteft  temper  in  the  world  being 
difcompofed  ?  Why  do  Iprefumeto  afk  that 
queftion  ?  If  I  am  too  importunate,  chide 
me ;  but  tell  me,  at  the  fame  time,  you 
are  perfectly  recovered.  Oh,  that  I  was 
with  you,  to  watch  your  charming  coun- 
tenance, and  to  adminifter,  if  poflitjle, 
fome  relief  to  you.  Elwina,  I  would  die 
to  reftore  you  to  health  and  happinefs-— 
Happinefs  !  how  came  fo  tormenting  an 
idea  acrofs  my  diftracled  mind  ?  Happinefs 
mull  be  yours,  whatever  is  my  portion  ; 
fuch  worth,  fuch  fweetnefs,  muft  be  the 
darling  of  Heaven,  the  Difpenfer  of  all 
felicity  ! 

I  too  am  in  no  very  proper  mood  for. 
writing  ■>   I  ought   to  throw  afide  my  pen, 

as 
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as  it  fecms  to  have  got  beyond  my  guid- 
ance. 

I  will  go  and  take  a  little  air;  I  fhall  be 
back  time  enough  to  finifh  this  by  the 
hour  of  the  poft  going  out.  There  is  no 
danger  of  my  omitting  being  ready.  I 
believe,  in  my  confcience,  if  I  had  my 
will,  when  abfent  from  you,  I  fliould  ef- 
tablifh  a  flying  poft,  that  I  might  hear  from 
you  every  hour,  and  write  as  often  j  but 
you  will  fay,  you  thought  I  was  going  to 
take  a  walk— I  will  do  Co,  and  then  Alfred 
Jhall  be  himfelf  again*. 


I  (laid  only  two  days  with  the  Dennifon* 
after  I  had  written  to  you ;  but  it  is  with 
pleafure  that  I  look  forward  to  fulfilling  an 

engage* 
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engagement  I  made,  to  pafs  a  week  with 
them  next  year,  to  fee  their  improvements 
in  the  farming  bufinefs.  It  may  be  very 
ufeful  to  me  too,  as  I  fhall  certainly  keep 
all  the  glebe  in  my  own  hands,  which  will 
ferve  as  an  amufement,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  be  a  very  profitable  employment. 
I  really  have  fome  good  notions  of  agri- 
culture, which  I  picked  up  while  I  re- 
sided at  the  country  houfe  of  Mr.  Nelfon, 
As  to  Dennifon,  he  profeffes  himfelf  quite 
a  novice,  owning  all  the  knowledge  he 
has,  are  the  fcraps  he  dill  retains  in  his 
memory  of  Virgil's  Bucolics ;  but  he 
yields  all  the  management  to  his  wife,  who 
feems  an  excellent  ceconomift  ;  and  if  they 
do  not  find  themfelves  richer  at  the  year's 
end,  they  will  be  much  healthier,  and, 
confequently,  happier,   than  if  they  were 

to 
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to  fit  down  idly,  and  have  every  thing  to 

purchafe  of  their  neighbours. 


'  It  will  not  be  long,  according  to  the 
common  meafure  of  time  (though,  be- 
lieve me,  Elwina,  the  hours  drag  heavily 
on)   before  I  return  to  L-  You  may 

be  certain,  I  fhall  remind  Mrs.  M— — 
that  fhe  fhould  take  the  earlieft  day  to  pay 
a  vifit,  the  expectation  of  which  quickens 
the  vibrations  of  my  heart,  even  to  my 
fingers  ends.  Elwina,  you  muft  be  quite 
well;  have  I  not  faid  fo  before  ? — Yes, 
you  fhall  be  well,  if  the  pureft  prayer 
ever  offered  to  the  throne  of  the  Almighty 
can  hope  to  be  efficacious. 

How  tedious  has  this  abfence  appeared  ! 
Nofchool-boy  ever  cut  a  notch  from  his 

tally 
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tally  before  the  holidays,  with  half  the 
cagernefs  of  hope  arid  joy  as  I  fee  each  day 
decline.  Every  night,  I  fay,  «  Thank  God, 
"  another  day  is  oyer ! — Now,  but  fo 
"  many  remains  for  me  to  experience  a  kind 
<f  of  banifhment  from  all  that  is  elegant 
*c  and  lovely." 

Do  you  ever  dream,  Elwina  ?  Surely 
it  is  not  furprifing  I  fhould  find  you  each 
night  the  fubjecl:  of  my  fleeping  medita- 
tions. Bleft  fleep !  how  do  I  court  thy 
kind  vifits  ;  and  yet  is  it  not  abfurd,  fince 
dreams  are  involuntary,  and  we  know  not 
of  what  we  ihall  dream,  and  while  I  am 
awake  I  can  think  of  you  without  inter- 
ruption ? — Yet  it  is  my  delight,  my  happi- 
nefs  to  dream  of  you — to  fee  you — to  talk 
to  you — to  be  permitted  to  fay  unreproved, 
what,    perhaps,  you  would  not  hear  me 

utter 
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utter  without  a  frown.  When  fuch  melan- 
choly ideas  intrude,  I  am  ready  to  cry  out 
with  Belvidere, 

Oh  !  for  a  thick  fubftantial  flcep  ! 

What  vain  delufions  do  we  mortals  in- 
dulge in  !  I  awake,  and  find,  alas  !  'tis  but 
a  dream,  then  figh  becaufe  it  is  fo.  Hea- 
ven  forbid  I  fhould  ever  again  be  fo  long 
a  time  without  feeing  you.  Will  thofe 
delightful  hours  return  no  more,  when  I 
was  allowed  to  fee  the  mod  amiable  of  wo- 
men every  day  ;  to  walk  with  her,  to  hear 
her  talk,  to  gaze  upon  her  'c  till  even  the 
"  fenfe  ached  ?"  Oh,  yes,  they  mutt,  they 
will.  The  great  Artificer  of  nature  would 
never  infpire  fuch  a  veneration  for  excel- 
lence, that  he  defigned  to  fhut  out  for- 
ever from  my  fight  -,   it  is  contrary  to  his 

bene- 
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beneficence  and  mercy  to  think  it.  Yes, 
Elwina,  we  (hail  meet,  and  if  you  forbid  it 
not,  we  will  often  meet. 

I  Ihall  fettle  all  my  affairs  here,  and 
when  the  arrangement  is  made  (which 
will  take  up  but  little  time,  as  I  have  few 
accounts  to  cancel),  I  ihall  take  leave  of 
the  Univerfity.  In  lefs  than  fix  months 
I  mall  be  of  age  to  take  pofTefllon  of  my 
living,  and  God  grant  I  may  find  no  diffi- 
culty about  it ;  for  on  that  depends  every 
fcheme  of  felicity  I  ever  expecl,  or  have  a 
tafte  for  enjoying. 

During  that  fpaee,  I  hope  Elwina  will 
have  no  objection  to  my  fometimes  vi (ic- 
ing her  at  her  father's.     I  (hall  make  no- 
thing of  riding  over  and  taking  a  peep  at 
Vol.  I.  K  a  man- 
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a  manfion  you  embellifh  by  being  its  in- 
habitants 

How  much  does  my  dear  mother  mifs 
you  !   She  tells  me,  fhe  has  never  known  fo 
much  comfort  (her  partial  fondnefs  adds, 
during  her  fon's  abfence),  as  when  fhe  was 
honoured  with  your  charming  fociety.     I 
love  her  more,  if  poflible,   for  being  fo 
fenfible    of    your   exquifite    worth,    and 
companionable    qualities.       The    latter, 
there  are  very  few  perfons  pofTefTed   of, 
and  yet  they  may  be  very  amiable  ;    but 
they  want  the  fecret  of  making  us  pleafed 
with  ourfelves.     They  mifs  their  aim  too, 
by  attempting  to  be  entertaining  in  a  more 
than  common  degree,  and  in  order  to  ac- 
complifh  this,   will  have  all  the  chat  to 
themielves,  and  ftrive  to  amufe,   by  tel- 
ling 
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ling  a  thoufand  ftories,  of  which  they  are 
the  heroes;  they  will  be  either  fervilely 
complying,  or  rudely  eontradiel-iag.  In 
ftiort,  we  find  ourfelves  difpofed  to  be 
tired  of  thefe  agreeable  companions,  and  re- 
tire to  folitude,  when  their  perfecuting  ci- 
vility will  allow  it,  with  a  double  relifh, 
from  the  toil  we  have  undergone.  I  write 
on  this  fubject  with  more  energy  juft  now, 
as  I  have,  for  two  hours,  been  tormented 
with  a  very  good  kind  of  a  young  man, 
who  has  little  elfe  to  do  than  to  run  from 
one  ftudent's  room  to  another,  and  will 
never  believe  that  a  man  can  choofe  to  be 
alone,  unlefs  he  is  devoured  with  the 
fpleen,  which  he  good-naturedly  ftrives  to 
remove  by  a  tirefome  detail  of  nothings.  I 
really  was  at  laft  conftrained  to  tell  him  I 
had  letters  of  importance  to  finifli.  I  dare 
K  2  fay 
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fay  you  will  eafily  difcover  at  what  period 
of  my  epiftle  my  very  agreeable  compa- 
nion broke  in  upon  me. 

Adieu — I  am  mod  truly  yours, 

ALFRED. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XV, 


Elwina  to  Alfred. 

/\H,  1  know  to  a  fraction  the  kind  of 
^-^  being  your  agreeable  companion  is, 
And,  I  think,  without  fpectacles,  I  could 
difcern  the  precife  point  of  time  his  plea- 
fant  fallies  commenced.  If  I  thought  you 
would  not  accufe  me  of  ingratitude,  and  a 
turn  for  fatire  (two  very  horrid  qualities, 
and,  thank  Heaven,  two  that  I  am  perfectly 
free   from),    I  fhould  juft   hint  that  our 

friend  Mrs.  M 's  name  might  be  pur 

on  the  lift  of  uncompanionables ;  and  yet  fhe 
has  very  many  amiable  qualities  belonging 
to  her  character.  She  is  an  excellent  mother, 

K  3  a  very 
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a  very  good  wife,,  confidering  her  hufband 
is  fo  much  from  home,  and  a  charitable 
and  kind  friend  j  but  there  is  a  certain 
reftleffhefs  about  her,  which  we  females 
call  fdget  ting.  I  know  not  the  etymology  of 
the  word,  or  whether  it  is  derived  from  the 
Greek  or  Latin ;  that  I  leave  to  the  learn- 
ed of  either  Univerfity.  Mrs.  M— -  \% 
the  beft  illuftration  of  it  that  I  know  at 
prefent* 

If  walking  is  talked  of,  Jhe  will  he  of 
the  $  arty  with  all  her  heart.    It  is  quite  the 
thing  jhe  likes.     But  do  not  you  think  it  it. 
too  hot  ?  or  it  is  too  cold,  or  it  is  windy,  or 
though  the  fun  Jhines  now>  I  think  it  zvill 
rainfoon,  or  twenty  other  things;  if  reading 
is  propofed,  oh,  that  is  Jo  very  delightful !  I 
love  of  all  things  (you  know  her  manner) 
to  hear  my  dear  Elwina  read.    Well,  when 

the 
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the  fubjecT:  is  chofen  (and,  to  mend  the 
matter,  fhe  declares  fhe  has  no  choice),  it 
is  fifty  to  one  that  fhe  does  not  attend  to 
you  five  minutes :  fhe  will  fometimes  quit 
the  room  in  a  moft  interefting  pafTage, 
and  beg  I  will  go  on,  and  not  mind  her, 
fhe  fhall  not  be  long  gone,  and  knows  I 
will  have  the  goodnefs  to  relate  the 
ftory  to  her  afterwards.  Such  perfons 
fhould  never  attempt  to  read  any  thing  but 
newf- papers,  or  the  beauties  of  different 
authors.  How  lucky  for  them,  that  there 
are  fo  many  good  natured  makers  of  books 
for  your  five  minute  readers.  The  cream 
of  literature  is  now  fo  eafily  flammed, 
that  Homer  might  almoft  be  crammed 
into  a  nut-fhell.  I  think  this  may  be  cal- 
led an  age  of  ceconomy,  for  you  have  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  give  up  your  own  judg^ 
K  4  ment 
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ment  to  a  compiler,  and  you  fhall  have 
all  that  is  worth  reading  in  fo  voluminous 
a  writer  as  Johnfon,  comprised  in  two 
pocket  volumes. 

Notwithstanding  I  fee  her  foibles,  I  have 

a  great  regard  for  Mrs.    M ;  but  I 

cannot  allow  her  to  poflefs  companionable 
qualities ;  and  I  really  think  her  choice 
of  an  Indian  Captain  a  very  ftrong  in- 
fiance  of  her  good  fenfe.  If  you  obferve, 
flie  talks  herfelf  out  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
and  then  there  is  fuch  a  tedious  round  of 
what  our  neighbours  are  doing,  that  I  am 
abfolutelv  often  in  danger  of  fulling  a  vie- 

*  DO 

tim  to  ennui,  I  think  there  is  no  diforder 
equal  to  that  fuperabundance  of  words  de- 
void of  converfation.  I  would  not  fay 
this  to  any  human  being  but  Alfred  ■,  but 
he  knows  as  well  as  myfelf  how  to  feparate 

ths 
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the  grain  from  the  chaff",  and  while  he  re- 
fpects  the  one,  can  feel  a  generous  pity  for 
the  other. 

.  She  is  doubly  intided  to  my  gratitude, 
for  had  I  not  been  diftioguifhed  by  her  re- 
gard, I  fhould  never  have  known  you. 

I  hope  you  will  difcover  that  I  am  mar- 
velloufly  recovered  in  my  difpofition;  I  am 
perfectly  fweet  tempered  at  prefent,  and, 
believe  me  too,  I  am  quite  well.  I  think 
your  fympathetic  feelings  fhould  have  in- 
formed you  as  much  ;  but,  perhaps,  fym- 
pathy  is  not  fo  active  a  power  in  friendship, 
as  it  is  faid  to  be  in  lefs  governable  paf- 
fions. 


You  mull  take  fome  leflbns  of  farming 
K  5  from 
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from  my  father,  who  holds  upwards  of  an 
hundred  acres  in  his  own  hands,  pour 
Vamiifementj  for  I  do  not  think  he  is  much 
the  richer  at  the  year's  end;  but  he  gains 
health.  I  have  rather  a  paffion  for  agri- 
culture myfelf,  and,  perhaps,  may  be  able 
to  give  you  ibme  information ;  and  you 
know,  you  have  often  told  me  you  had 
much  rather  receive  inftruction  from  a 
woman  than  a  man,  as  they  mix  delight 
with  it.  I  believe  I  muft  purchafe  for  you 
fhe  Poor  Man's  (Economy  ;  or  the  Art  of 
Growing  Rich  and  Refpeclable.  It  will  be 
an  ufeful  little  book  to  lie  in  the  parlour 
window  at  the  reftory.  Apropos  !  I  availed 
myfelf  of  your  permifllon,  and  filled  a 
box  with  fome  books  from  your  library, 
which  I  am  reading  with  great  avidity,  and 
I  hope  improvement ;  not  without  a  fre- 
quent wilh  that  you  were  my  companion 

all 
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all  the  while,  that  we  might  make  our  re-' 
marks  together  as  we  proceeded. 

I  have  not  forgotten  my  promife  of  Mrs. 
Pleydel's  hiftory. — It  ftiall  foon  follow 
this  j  but  my  conference  tells  me  this  is  a 
fufficient  length  already.  I  fhould  fecond 
your  motion  of  flying  pofts,  and  I  fhould 
prove  my  approbation  by  writing  by  each, 
if  you  would  promife  to  do  the  faime. 
Your  letters  afford  me  the  higheft  pleafurc, 
and  I  would  not  relinquifh  it  for  the  uni* 
verfej  but  on  the  confideration  of  con- 
verting with  you. 

I  like  your  idea  of  the  boy's  notching  off 
each  day ;  it  is  an  excellent  one  :  do  you 
think  I  do  not  count  the  hours  too  ?  It 
would  be  ftrange  if  I  did  not,  for  I  have 
not  fee n  a  being  yet  that  could,  for  one 
K  6  moment, 
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moment,  make  me  forget  Alfred,  or  can 
any  circumftance  occur  which  could  induce 
me  to  ceafe  regretting  his  abfence — We 
ftxill  meet,  you  fay ;  and  can  you  fuppofe 
I fhould  ever  forbid  our  often  meeting  ?  Are 
you  yet  fo  unacquainted  with  Elwina?  She  is 
incapable  of  deceit  or  difguife — ihe  makes 
not  profeffions  indeed — Ihe  flatters  not  -, 
but  her  efteem  is  permanent,  and  her  rea- 
fonjuftifies  the  choice  of  her  inclination. 
Alfred  mull  ever  be  the  approved  friend 
of 

ELWINA. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XVI. 


Elwina  to  Alfred,. 

T  AM  now  ferioufly  going  to  fet  about 
-*-  writing  a  Petite  lilftoire  of  "  The  Ca- 

"  lamkies  of  Civil  War."  And  I  lhall  not 
take  up  the  time  of  my  amiable  friend  with 
unnecefTarily  prefacing  how  unequal  I  am 
to  the  talk.  It  is  fufficient  Alfred  requefts 
me  j  Elwina  knows  not  how  to  refufe 
what  he  afks. 

Mr.  Pleydel  became  acquainted  with  my 
eldeft  filter,  during  his  refidence  in  Eng- 
land 
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land  for  the  purpofe  of  negociating  certain 
affairs  relative  to  his  employment  in  the 
civil  line,  which  he  fucceeded  his  father  in. 
It  is  now  exactly  ten  years  fince,  and  Ma- 
tilda is  juft  that  number  of  years  older 
than  me. 

His  perfon  and  manners  were  pleafing, 
and  his  character  iufficiently  eftablifhed  to 
juftify  a  young  woman  in  feletting  him 
from  the  reft  of  the  world,  for  her  part- 
ner in  life. 

I  have  been  always  partial  to  fine  teeth, 
and  I  ftill  remember  Mr.  Fleydel's  (ex- 
cept one  fet  I  have  feen)  were  of  the  moft 
beautiful  order.  His  eyes  were  extremely 
handfome,  but  rather  too  dark  and  quick, 
and  had  that  extreme  kind  of  fire,  that, 

like 
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like  the  fun,  they  were  too  piercing  to 
be  looked  at  fleadily.  I  have  fometimes 
ventured  to  examine  much  finer  eyes> 
whofe  effulgence  is  like  the  moon  in  all  its 
fplendour,  which  may  be  gazed  at  with 
delight,  and  never  fails  to  infpire  a  name- 
kfs  fatisfa&ion.  Do  you  ever  fee  thofe 
eyes,  Alfred  ?  You  cannot  fee  them  with 
mine  however. — So  much  for  the  peribn  of 
my  brother-in-law.  His  underflanding 
and  probity  will  be  fully  proved  in  the 
fubfequent  part  of  his  hiftory. 

To  his  addrefies  my  father  could  form 
no  one  objection ;  but  that  the  compliance 
would. divide  his  firft  born  from  him  pro- 
bably for  ever.  Matilda's  attachment) 
however,  had  great  weight  with  him;  and 
Mr.  Pleydel  was  too  much  in  love  himfelf, 

CO 
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to  make  fortune  an -object  in  his  matrimo- 


nial engagement. 


You  have  heard  that  my  father  had  been 
bred  a  wholefale  grocer.  He  had  acquired 
a  very  large  fortune,  befides  having  good 
poffeflions  from  his  and  my  mother's  fa- 
mily. Before  he  quitted  bufinefs,  which 
was  two  years  previous  to  this  point  of 
time  I  am  fpeaking  of,  he  had  always  de- 
clared he  would  give  his  daughters  (then 
.four  in  number)  firft  and  iafb  ten  thoufand 
pounds  each.  He  had  not  :hen  been  feiz- 
ed  with  the  tdefire,  I  was  going  to  fay 
madnefs,  of  making  his  eldeft  fon  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  and  his  two  other  fons 
o-entlemen  by  profeflion.  My  fat!  .  r  has 
a  thoufand  excellencies ;  indeed  I  i.ink  he 
has  but  this  one  foible,  namely,  defpifing 
trade.  It  is  a  great  pity; — as  a  commercial 

country 
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country  we  are  the  firft  in  the  world,  and 
the  character  of  an  Englifh  merchant  is 
refpeclable  over  each  fedtion  of  the  globe. 
It  is  certainly  a  weaknefs,  but  human  na- 
ture is  weak.  As  foon  as  this  unhappy 
-prejudice  againft  trade  feized  my  poor  fa- 
ther, he  refted  not  till  he  had  intirely  dif- 
engaged  himfelf  from  it,  and  now  he  found 
there  were  occafions  enough  for  his  mo- 
•ney  -,  and  that  men  of  ever  fo  large  eftates 
did  not  give  their  daughters  fuch  fortunes. 
Indeed,"  as  he  faid,  "  a  grocer  might  find 
fome  difficulty  in  getting  his  girls  mar- 
ried, and,  therefore,  ten  thoufand  pounds 
(being  an  object  with  many  men,  who 
would  overlook  the  misfortune  of  being 
a  tradefman's  daughter  for  fuch  a  douceur) 
was  then  neceffary  j  but  the  fitters  of  a 
member  of  parliament  with  three  thou- 
fand pounds,   and  a   promife  of  fome- 

<c  thing 
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**  thing  more,  might  do  quite  as  well." 
Now  the  experiment  was  to  be  made, 
and  Mr.  Pleydel  being  very  much  at- 
tached, and  efteeming  the  confent  of  my 
father  rather  a  forced  one,  made  no  ob- 
jection to  this  abridgment  of  fortune* 
And  fo  we  muft  learn  to  be  content  with 
three  thoufand  pounds,  and  reduce  our 
views  to  our  humble  fortune,  that  our 
brother  the  member,  and  Jirjl  gentleman 
of  the  family,  which  we  are  too  often  re- 
minded of  in  not  the  pleafanteft  manner, 
may  have  an  eftablilhment  equal  to  the 
fphere  in  life  he  is  raifed  to.  It  is  enough 
for  his  family  to  be  the  fatellites  of  fo  re<- 
fplendent  a  planet. 

On  the  death  of  one  of  the  fweeteft 
girls  in  the  world,  whom  I  loved  with  the 
tendered  affection,  and  whole  lofs  I  fhall 

never 
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never  ceafe  lamenting,  my  father  fettled 
all,  the  furplus  of  our  intended  dowers 
upon  my  brother,  which  was  upwards  of 
thirty  thoufand  pounds;  though  he  ftill 
does  us  the  honour  of  making  our  houfe 
his  home  :  that  is,  he  deeps  and  eats  in  it 
whenever  it  fuits  him.  I  am  infenfibly 
giving  you  the  hiftory  of  our  whole  family. 
I  hope  not  to  prejudice  you  againft  any 
one  of  them.  My  brother  has,  I  muft 
acknowledge^  a  great  (hare  of  pride  j  yet 
I  excufe  it,  when  I  reflect,  that  being  fet 
up  £0  much  above  his  family,  has  occa- 
fioned  the  increafe  of  it ;  for,  like  the 
fheaves  of  wheat  in  Jofeph's  dream,  wc  all 
do  homage  and  obeifance  to  him.  He  is 
quite  the  polite  gentleman  in  his  deport-» 
ment ;  his  perfon  is  handfome ;  his  ad- 
drefs  pleafmg,  and  his  manners  fo  engag- 
ing, that  he  is  fpoken  of  in  all  companies 

with 
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with  refpedt,  and  his  fociety  courted  by 
thofe  whofe  birth  and  rank  are  greatly  fu- 
perior  to  his. 

All  this  gratifies  the  vanity  of  my  dear 
father,   who   never    fails   when   thefe  in- 
ftances  appear  (which  are  very  frequent), 
to  congratulate  himfelf  as  being  the  firft 
promoter  of  his  family's  advancement  into 
notice.      My  brother  has  been  now  feve- 
ral  years  in  parliament,  the  delight  and 
pride  of  his  father,  who  wants  nothing  to 
complete  his  happinefs   but   to   fee  him 
nobly  allied,  that  at  leaft  his  grand-chil- 
dren   may     have    fome.  patrician    blood 
in    their    veins.       But    although     many 
eflays   have   been   made  towards   fuch   a 
wifhed-for  alliance,    they  have    not    yet 
been  crowned  with  fuccefs.      On  the  fail- 
ure of  any  fcheme  of  this  kind,  my  poor 

difap- 
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difappointed  father  cannot  help  breaking 
forth  with,  "  aye,  aye,  I  fee  how  it  is, 
Cf  my  poor  Clodio.  They  will  never  for- 
fc  get  that  your  unfortunate  father  once 
f  fold  fugar  and  plums  in  Watling- 
"  ftreet." 


After  the  accuftomed  time  parTed  in 
fettling  thofe  kind  of  affairs,  the  wedding 
in  our  family  took  place,  and  in  fix 
weeks,  about  Chriftmas  1769,  the  new 
married  folks  embarked  for  Philadelphia, 
which  was  to  be  the  refidence  of  Mr. 
Pleydel. 

My  fitter  was  delighted  with  her  fitua- 
tion,  and  her  hufband's  appointment  giv- 
ing her  fome  rank  in  that  city,  contri- 
buted not  a  little  to  her  fatisfaclion.     Her 

letters 
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letters  were  filled  with  accounts  of  the  civil- 
ities of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  even  incrcaf* 
ed  fondnefs  of  her  dear  Mr.  Heydel. . 

The  political  troubles    foon  began  to 
difcover  themfelves,    but    as    they   were 
chiefly  confined  to  the  provinces  of  New 
England  and  Mafiachuffets  Bay,  thofe  fet- 
tled at  Philadelphia  were  not  much  dif- 
turbed  by  them.     Circumftances,  however, 
in  government  made  it  neceffary  for  Mr, 
Pleydel   to  remove    himfelf  and    family 
into  the  midft  of  the  malecontents,  and 
juft,  too,  at  a  very  critical  period.     It  was 
his    bufinefs   to    endeavour  to    conciliate 
matters,  but  he  found  them  too  much  in- 
flamed with  the  fpirit  of  independence  j 
and  they  laboured  as  ineffectually  to  bring 
him   over   to  their  opinions  :     his  fteadi- 
nefs    to     his    principles     nearly    proved 
3  fatal 
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fatal  to  -him.  The  Congrefs  feized  all  his 
effects,  and  on  his  remonftrating,  dragged 
him  away  to  prifon  ;  ordering  his  wife  and 
children  to  quit  Bofton  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  the  province  in  three  days. 

A  collective  body  may  be  cruel  and 
tyrannical  in  its  orders,  but  it  is  indivi- 
duals only  that  are  rapacious  and  vindic- 
tive. The  affembly  banifhed  the  family 
of  pooF  Pleycjel  j  but  the  officer,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  was  to  fee  their  refolution  exe- 
cuted, dripped  my  fifter  and  her  infants  of 
every  milling,  and  hardly  left  them  cloth- 
ing to  fhelter  them  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather.  He  inhumanly  too  refuf- 
ed  her  any  fatisfacliory  intelligence  of  the 
fate  of  her  hufband.  We  will  fuppofe  a 
fubaltern  was  not  likely  to  be  informed  of 
the  decifions  of  Congrefs,  but  it  was  an 

unpardon- 
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unpardonable   barbarity,    to   fharpen   the 
arrow   of  affli&ion,  which   a   felf-created 
power  had  ftruck  into  the  heart  of  a  help- 
lefs  woman,  by  telling  her,  that  although 
the  mode  of  execution  was  not  yet  deter- 
mined, yet  it  was  certain  he  would  be  put 
to  death.     Nay,  as  fhe  pafled  along  .the 
ftreets    (as   fhe  pathetically  faid    in   the 
words  of  the    Pfalmift),    "  the  very  ab- 
c<  jeclrs  came  and  looked  upon  her."   She 
was  reviled   and  infulted  by  the  rabble; 
and  her  eyes  blafted  with  the  effigy  of  her 
hufband  dragged  about  the  town,  like  Guy 
Vaux  on  the  fifth  of  November.     They 
were    bawling    about,    "  the   lad    dying 
"  fpeech  of  that  traitor  to  the  good  caufe 
"  of    independence,    William    Pleydel." 
She  declares,  even  the  wretches  whofe  ha- 
bitual  poverty  made   it  of   little   confe- 
quence  to  them  under  what  mafter  they 

fhould 
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lhould  continue  flaves,  and  whom  (he  had 
frequently  relieved  with  money,  meat  and 
clothing,  were  among  the  foremoft  to 
infult  and  ill-treat  her. — Their  expreflions 
of  hatred  to  the  king  were  not  the  leaft 
grating  to  her  ears. 

The  relation  of  her  perfecution,  I  dare 
fay,  will  bring  into  your  mind  that  beauti- 
ful defcription  in  Jane  Shore. 

Around  Iter,  numberlefs,  the  rabble  flow'd, 
Should'ring  each  other,  crowding  for  a  view, 
Gaping  and  gazing,  taunting  and  reviling  ; 
Some  pitying,  but  thofe,  alas  !    how  fewl 
The  moft,  fuch  iron-hearts  we  are,  and  fuch 
The  bafe  barbarity  of  human  kind, 
With  infolence  and  loud  reproach  purfu'd  her, 
Hooting  and  railing,   and   with  villainous 
hands 

Vol.  I.  L  Gathering 


*r8         THE    SCHOOL 

Gath'ring   the  filth  from  out    the  common 

ways, 
To  hurl  it  on  her  head.— — 

At  length  the  roar,  that  purfued  the 
haplefs  wanderers,  funk  like  the  mur- 
murs of  a  falling  wind,  and  foftened  into 
filence.  But  the  furrpunding  ftorm  had 
fupported  her  to  bear  it.  Now  that  ihe 
looked  round  and  felt  how  truly  defolate  fhe 
was,  with  four  weeping  children  clinging 
to  her  bofom,  let  any  one  for  a  moment 
make  the  cafe  their  own.  Let  them  only 
feel  for  a  woman,  who  but  a  few  hours 
before  thought  herfelf  in  the  clafs  of  the 
happy.  View  her  now  ftripped  of  every 
necefiary  of  life  :  two  of  her  children  ill 
of  violent  agues,  fo  common  to  that  cli- 
mate ;  the  other  two  mere  babks,  and 
herfelf  unable  to  procure  them  a  morfel  of 
4  bread! 
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l?read ! .  With  what  frantic,  loqlf^.  ■of.tfe* 
{pair  did  fhe  turn  her  tearfyl  eyes  on  that 
city  from  whence  £he  had  juft  been'  driven 
with  fo  much  ignominy !  on  that  city, 
which  had  -perhaps  imbrued  itfejf  with  the 
blood,  of  her  ^beloved  hufband !  She  fays, 
fhe  remembers  tearing  off  her  cap,  and 
throwing  herfelf  on  the  ground,  befeech- 
ing  if  to  open  and  entomb  her  with  her 
deftitute  infants  !  Her  agony  almoft  be- 
reaved her  of  her  fenfes.  She  even  thinks 
fhe  had  for  fome  minutes  been  quite  in- 
fenfible.  She  was  at  lad  roufed  by  the 
cries  of  her  children.  They  thought  her 
dead.  The  elde-ft  boy,  who  was  juft  fix 
years  old,  exclaimed  faintly,  for  he  was  de- 
bilitated with  illnefs,  as  well  aa  with  a  fenfe 
of  their  fufferings,— f{  Yes,  >m.y  d.eareft 
"mamma,  I-fhall  foon,  follow  you  !  My 
"poor  Caroline  will  (die  :too !  And  then 
L,  2  "  what 
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««  what  will  become  of  thefe  little  ones  ? 
"  Ohj  my  deareft  papa,  could  you  fee  us 
"  now  !  But  you  are  dead.  The  wicked 
<l  men  have  killed  us  all !  One  grave 
*(  will  ferve  us  !"  The  other  children  fet 
up  a  piercing  cry,  and  my  lifter,  awakened 
to  the  fenfe  of  knowing  how  important  it 
was  for  her  to  ftruggle  with  her  evils, 
fince  the  lives  of  her  infants  depended  on 
her  exertion,  raifed  herfelf  up,  and  clafp- 
ing  them  to  her  wretched  bofom,  begged 
mercy  and  protection  of  that  Power  who 
fuffers  its  creatures  to  be  afflifted,  but 
who  can  give  them  ftrength  to  fupport 
themfelves  under  their  diftrefs; 

She  confulted  with  her  fon  George,  who 
lhad  an  underftanding   aftonifhingly    ma- 
ture.    He  reminded  her  of  an  Aunt  of 
his    father's,  who  lived  at  Albany,  and 

who 
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who  was  his  godmother.     "  Alas  !"  cried 
his  weeping  mother,  "  and  how  fhall  we 
"  get  thither  ?" 

"  In  a  few  days,"  faid  this  dear,  pro-' 
phetic  child,  "  you  will  not  have  lb 
"  much  care  as  at  prefent.  I  fhall  be 
ff  provided  for;  fo  perhaps  will  Caro-' 
"  line ;  and  my  little  brother  wiii.be  able> 
"to  walk 'by  your  fide,  while  .you.  carry. 
"Matilda  in  your  arms."  "And  how 
«rwill  you  be  provide^  fp^  my  fweepf  an-, 
"gel  ?"  afked  his  mother. 

"  I  fhall  be  an  angel  by  that  time, 
". mamma,"  replied  the  dear  little  fellow. 
««  To-morrowx  is  the  day  when  my  ague 
"  will  return,  and  I  know  I  fhall  be  taken 
"from  you."  The  looks  of  the  child  fo 
truly  prognofticated  the  truth  of  his  af- 
L  3  fertion, 


22a  THE  SCHOOL 
fertion,  that  my  pod*  fifter  fcfemed  already 
bereft  of  him.  She  threw  her  arms  round 
her  darling,  and  in  the  bitternefs  of  woe 
declared  all  evils  were  trifling  compared 
with  the  idea  of  having  him  torn  from 
her.  Surely  Heaven  infpired  this  wonder- 
ful child!  He  comforted  her  in  fuch 
words  as  left  the  moft  indelible  impfefliort 
oil  her  mind.  He  petitioned  Heaven  to 
relieve  her  diftreffes,  or  enable  he*  to  fop- 
port  them.  "  Ah,  my  deareft  mamma,"  he* 
eriedy  "do. not  repine  that  I  am  taken 
"  from  you,  I  who  tfrofr  now  be  fo  very 
"  burthenfome.  If  I  had  ftrength  I 
"  might  aflift  you  j  but,  alas !  I  am  fo 
"  weak,  that  to  lift  up  my  hand  is  a  fa- 
"  tigue  to  me.  Though  I  am  parched? 
"  and  dying  for  a  drop  of  water,  I  could' 
"  not  crawl  to  that  brook." 

The 
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The  Wifh  to  fuccour  her  child,  gave 
Matilda  a&ivity  j  fhe  flew  to  the  ftream,, 
but  funk  down  in  defpair  when  fhe  found 
fhe  had  no  vefTel  tq  convey  it  to  the  lips 
of  her  dying  infant.  She  now  ran  back 
to  him,  the  moment  fhe  recovered  herfelf, 
and  brought  the  dear  child  to  the  margin 
of  the  brook  lading  up  a  little  in  the 
hollow  of  her  hand.  He  thanked  her. 
with  his  eyes,  which  now'becam'e  dim  'and. 
glafTy.  She  had  a  fearful  prefentimeht  that 
his  death  was  approaching;  eagerly  flie 
fought  fome  place  where  fhe  could  con-^ 
vey  him,  to  redder  the  laft  moments  of 
his  life  as  little  painful  as  their  fituation 
would  admit  of.  '  She  reached  fome  trees 
that  promifed  them'  a  little  fhelter,  and 
here  flie  and  her  helplefs  children  pre- 
pared to  pafs  the  night.  She  drew  them 
all  as  clofe  as  poffible,  prefllng  her  dear 
L,  4  George 
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George  to  her  bofom  to  communicate  a 
-little  warmth  to  him  during  the  paroxyfm 
of  the  cold  fit,  which  was  very  fevere  j 
but  he  ftruggled  through  that,  and  en- 
dured three  hours  of  violent  fever.  My 
poor  filter  held  him  in  all  the  agony  of 
grief  in  her  arms,  till  ftie  felt  him  feized 
with  the  convulfion  of  death.  Nature 
Jickened  and  revolted.  She  laid  him 
gently  on  the  grafs,  when  fhe  beheld  the 
cruelleft  of  all  fights  for  a  fond  mother  $ 
a  beloved  child  gafping  for  life,  unable 
to  fuftain  him,  to  relieve,  or  even  afford 
the  fmalleft  affiftance  !  There  was  no 
friendly  hand  to  fupport  her,  or  even  to 
bury  her  dead  fon.  She  knelt  mournfully 
by  him,  regardlefs  of  every  thing,  and 
feemingly  infenfible  of  her  fituation,  and 
that  of  the  wretched  furvivors.  They 
now   began   to   be    clamorous  for  food, 

which 
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which  fhe  calmly  told  them^  fhe  had  not 
for  them.  "  Your  brother  is  dead,"  {he 
cried;  "  we  all  mall  be  fo  foon.  Peace,, 
"my  dear  children,  it  is  the  will  of  Hea- 
<c  ven,  and  we  muft  fubmit."  Poor  fouls ! 
they  underftood  not  this  kind  of  philofo- 
phy,  but  began  to  cry  moft  bitterly  with 
all  the  vociferation  of  children  abfolutely 
ftarving,  not  .confiderjng  that  their  cries, 
did  no  manner  of  good. 


Continued. 

HAPPILY,  however,  for  them,  an 
Indian  chief  by  mere  accident  paffed 
near  enough  to  their  woful  habitation,  to 
difcern  feveral  perfons  lying  on  the  ground 
as  if  dying  or  dead.  He  was  out  on.  a 
Ihooting  party,  and;  had  wandered  many 
miles  from  his  native  woods,  and  left  his 
L  5  com- 
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companions  at   a  great  diftance*      Moflf 
providentially  he  had  a  bottle  of  rum  with 
him,  and  a  fmall  quantity   of  provifion. 
There  needed  not  words  to   inform  the 
gentle-minded  Indian    of  the  outline  of 
the  ftory :   as  few  were  neceffary  on  his 
fide.     He  prefented  his  bottle  and  food, 
which  they  each   partook  of,  and  then 
delivering  the  wampum  into  her  hand,  be 
took  up  the  talk.     "  I  afk  not,"   faid   he, 
•*  what   country    you  are  of.      Whether 
"  you  belong  to  our  brother  on  the  other 
"  fide  the  lake ;   or  whether  you   are   an 
«'  enemy  to  us  and  to  him.     I  fee  you  are 
«<  in  diftrefs  -s   that  is  country  enough  for 
*<  an  Indian  to  pour   the   balm  of  confo- 
"  lation   into    the  wounds   of  adverfity. 
«<  The  great  Spirit  fuffers  his  creatures  to 
«'  be  afflicted,  to  teach  them  wifdom,  and 
"  to  infpire  men  with  companion  one  to- 

"  wards 
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'*'  wards  another.  Your  child  is  dead ; 
**'  but  it  was  the  hand  that  formed  him 
f(  who  has  deprived  you  of  the  infant  of 
"  your  hopes.  It  was  not  the  hand  of 
"  your  enemy.  /  have  had  children ;  but 
"  they  are  no  more.  Their  deaths  are  re- 
tf  vengedj  and  I  am  fatisfied."  He  raifed 
the  poor  mourners,  who  were  almoft  ready 
to  worfhip  him  for  his  timely  affiftance ; 
and  after  depofiting  the  corpfe  of  the  be- 
loved George  in  its  original  earth,  he  led  my 
wretched  filler, by  a  nearer  way  than  {he  could 
have  difcovered,  to  a  fmall  Indian  village, 
where  fhe  continued  feveral  days ;  being 
charitably  fuftained  by  the  humanity  of 
thefe  fo  improperly  ftyled  favages. 

Here  fhe  procured,  through  the  bene- 
volence of  her  excellent  friends,  a  decent 
coffin  for  her  dear  child,  who  was  brought 
L.  6  from 
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from  the  fpot  where  ftie  had  firft  been 
compelled  to  inter  him,  and,  as  near  as 
Ihe  could,  (he  buried  him  according  to  the 
rites  of  our  church;  erecting  a  fimple 
monument,,  denoting  who  he  was. 

At  her  requeft  an  Indian  went  to  Bof- 
ton  to  gather  fome  intelligence  of  the  fate 
of  Mr.  Pleydel.     What  a   fufpence   was 
hers  during  the  expedition  !  and  how  little 
confolation  did  his  return  afford  her  !    It 
amounted  to  no  more  that  this  -,  that  Con- 
grefs    had    not    yet    determined   on    his 
death,  ftill  hoping  they  might,  by  threats 
and  cruel  treatment,  induce  him"  to  come 
over  to  their  interefts,  which  would  be  a 
circumftance  fo  much  in  their  favour,  as 
would  encourage  them  to  elect   him  the 
chief  of  their  affembly  :  that  he  ftill  con- 
tinued his  firm  adherence  to  loyalty  j  pro- 

telling, 
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telling,  no  prefent  evils  or  future  advan- 
tage fhould  ever  alter  his  fixed  refolution 
of  preferving  his  faith  inviolate  to  the 
beft  of  kings.  The  worthy  Indian,  too, 
had  been  to  fome  late  friends  of  my  filler, 
who  were  not  quite  fo  over-run  with  the 
enthufiafm  of  independence  as  fome  were, 
and  who  had  charity  enough .  to  commi-. 
ferate  her  ficuation,  with  ability  to  mitU 
gate  her  fufferings  in  a  fmall  degree,  by 
affording  her  a  little  fupply  of  money  and 
clothing  :  all  which  the  honed  creature 
brought  her  with  the  utmoft.  fidelity. 

Finding  that  time  brought  no  alleviation 
to  her  griefs,  that  fhe  might  receive  in- 
formation of  all  public  affairs  at  Al- 
bany,  fhe  difpofed  herfelf  for  travelling  to 
that  province,  together  with  her  helplefs 
infants.  When  ihe  made  known  her  re- 
folution, 
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fblution,.  the  Indian  who  had  firft  patron 
nized  her,  and  whofe  name  was  Logan, 
fixed  his  eyes  upon  her,  while  they  filled 
with  tears.  «  Where  are  you  going," 
faid  he  to  her,  "  from  a  fociety  to  whom 
"  you  are  dear  ?  Why  will  you  not  re- 
**  main  with  us,  who  will  protect  you  from 
«'  every  evil  ?  You  know  not  what  diftreffes 
*€  you  may  encounter,  when  Logan,  per- 
«f  haps,  will  not  be  near  to  defend  you 
ft  from  dangers.  Children  of  affliction  ! 
"  why  will  you  leave  this  fafe  retreat  ?  I 
*'  have  known  fbrrow,  yet  the  great  Spirit 
««  has  bleft  me  with  the  power  of  leffen- 
"  ing  yours.  I  will  relate  to  you'  the 
t{  fufferings  of  a  man  who  has  felt  the 
"  arrow  of  diftrefs  rankle  in  his  heart.  I 
"  have  feen  the  loved  partner  of  my  life 
(i  torn  from  my  embraces,  notwithfland- 
(( ing  all    the  exertions,    my  body,   en- 

"  feeble d 
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*f  feebled  by  wounds,  wotrld  permit  me  to 
tc  make  in  her  defence.    Yes,"  continued 
he,  his  eyes  flafhing  fire,  and   his  whole 
frame  agitated  with  trembling  ;    "  yes,  I 
"  faw  her,  whom  I  loved  with  tranfport, 
"  dragged  into  the  woods,  and  heard  her 
*f  dying  groans  \   I  have  feen  my  children 
*<  fuffocated  and  con  famed  in  the  fire  of 
*'  my  dwelling !   1  faw  it  all  when  I  was 
*(  unable,  from  my  bonds,  to  refcue  them  ! 
«c  Child  of  affliction,  thy  hufband,    thy 
'"  loved  partner,    though  feparated    from 
"  thee,  is  ftill  living.     I  afk  thee  not  to 
"  fupply  the  place  of  my  beloved  Attila. 
"  Yet  my  eyes  have  never  looked  on  a 
"  woman  fince  her   death,   till  I  beheld 
"  thee.      But  thy  children  may  fupply  to 
"  me  the  lofs  of  my  own  j   and  the  hand 
"  of  Logan  fhall  defend  their  mother  from 
"  evil.     I  will  refpect  thee;   and  if  thou 

"  canft 
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"  canft  not  love  me  like  thy  hufband,  call 
tf  me  thy  brother  ;  and  Logan  fhall  fufFer 
"  death  before  his  beloved  lifter  fhall  be 
lt  injured  :  is  not  the  wampum  flill  in 
"  thine  hand  ?" 

Matilda  liftened  to  him  with  a  nameleft 
terror.  Though  fhe  had  the  higheft  idea 
of  his  honour,  yet  fhe  knew,  and  had  heard 
more  of  the  violent  pafllons  of  the  Indians, 
whether  love  or  hatred  predominated. 
With  gratitude  me  thanked  him  for  the 
protection  he  had  already  afforded  her,  but 
pointed  out  to  him  the  neceffity  of  her  im- 
mediately repairing  to  Albany,  as  there 
alone  lhe  could  meet  with  fuccour  j  and  it 
was  the  advice  of  her  prophetic  child,  that 
fhe  fhould  bend  her  forlorn  footfteps  thither 
as  foon  as  pofiible.  Her  firing  of  wam- 
pum fhe  hung  round  her  neck,  and  vowed 

never 
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never  to  part  with  fo  friendly  a  proof  of 
his  zeal;  and  fhe  fhould  never  ceafe  her 
prayers  to  the  great  Spirit,  to  fhower  down 
comforts  on  his  head. 

te  Oh  !  never,  never !"  cried  he,  throw- 
ing himfelf  on  the  ground,  "  no,  never 
"  can  the  wretched  Logan  know  any 
"  comfort,  if  he  is  deprived  of  thee !  Never 
<c  has  the  fun  of  joy  rifen  in  my  boibm, 
"  till  fince  my  eyes  have  feafted  on  thy 
"  beauty.  Your  cheeks,  pale  and  ftained 
f<  with  tears,  have  caft  an  impreffion  in  my 
Cf  heart  never  to  be  worn  out.  But  your 
"  heart  dwelleth  in  the  bofom  of  another. 
"  Logan  fhall  never  attempt  to  draw  it 
"  forth.  He  has  fuffered ;  and  he  caa 
«  Tuffer." 


She 
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She  attempted  to  reconcile  him  to  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  their  parting  ;  which, 
however,  he  would  not  confent  to,  till  fhe  had 
given  him  leave,  with  two  other  Indians, 
to  convey  her  in  fafety  to  Albany.  They 
began  their  journey,  the  next  day  after  their 
converfation,  which  occafioned  an  addition 
of  grief  to  my  poor  lifter,  for  Ihe  plainly 
faw  the  agonising  conflict  that  pafied  in 
the  mind  of  Logan.  During  their  long 
and  troublefome  march,  he  fpoke  but  lit- 
tle, and  his  melancholy  increafed  as.  they 
approached  the  end.  His  face  was  fre» 
quently  bedewed  with  tears,  and  his  bofonx 
agitated  with  fighs  and  groans, 

The  day  before  they  reached  their  def- 
tined  refting  place,  he  pointed  out  Albany 
to  her  view.    A  gleam  of  joy  overfpread 

her 
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her  face,  when  a  deep  groan  from  her 
condu&or  made  her  turn  all  her  attention 
towards  him.  In  a  voice  of  pity'  and 
companion,  fhe  Toothed  his  forrows,  and 
befought  him  to  fhare  in  the  comfort  her 
fad  heart  began  to  tafte  in  the  hope  of  be- 
ing kindly  received  by  her  dear  hufband's 
friends.  "  Oh  !  that  I  could  !"  he  ex- 
claimed j  «'  but  I  fhall  lofe  you  j  and 
**  Logan  will  be  thought  of  no  more." 

She  afliired  him  moft:  fervently  that  his 
welfare  would  ever  be  dear  to  her  :  that 
his  kindnefs  would  never  be  forgotten  : 
that  the  memory  of  him  would  feldom  be 
abfent  from  her  thoughts.  Companion  for 
the  miferies  fhe  faw  him  daily  and  hourly 
fuffer,  drew  this  tender  confefllon  from 
her.  His  face  was  illumined  in  a  mo- 
ment  with  the  moft  exquifife   tranfport. 

He 
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He  fnatched  her  hand  with  an  eagernefs 
that  made  her  ftart,  and  ftrive  to  difengage 
it  from  his  grafp.  "  Oh  !  Logan,"  /he 
cried,  "  you  are  bound  to  protect  me  !  do 
"  not  make  me  repent  the  obligation  you 
,c  have  laid  me  under  !"  He  turned  from 
her,  and  burft  into  tears ;  nor  did  he  walk 
near  her  the  remainder  of  the  day.  On  the 
fucceeding  they  arrived  at  Albany ;  and 
Logan  conduced  his  charge  to  the.houfe 
of  Mrs.  Wellers,  the  aunt  of  Mr.  Pley- 
del,  who  "received  the  poor  wanderers,  and 
pram'rfed  them  an  afylum. 

Matilda  now  gave  way  to  the  gratitude 
of  her  difpofition,  and  profufely  thanked 
her  generous  Logan  for  the  repeated  kind- 
.nefs  he  had  fhewn  her :  but  fhe  could 
not  diffipate  the  gloom  that  enveloped  his 
countenance.     She  endeavoured  to  make 

him 
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him  fcnfible  of  the  carefles  of  her  chil-. 
dren,  and  from  the  neck  of  the  youngeft 
ihe  took  a  row  of  coral,  which  is  worn  to 
facilitate  cutting  the  teeth,  and  fattened  it 
by  the  gold  locket  to  his  arm.     He  look- 
ed on  it  fome  moments  without  fpeaking  5 
then  turning  towards  her,  with  a  fearful 
folemnity  of  countenance,   he  faid,    "  I 
"  have  brought  you  to  a  place  of  fafety  ;, 
«rand  Logan  has  no  more  to  do  with  life. 
(c  May  the  great  Spirit  protedl  you,  and 
"  re-unite  you  to  the  Jiappieft  of  men  ! 
"  Logan  has  drank  of  the  bitter  cup  of  af- 
"  fliction  j    but  this  is  the  Iaft  draught. 
"  Farewel  1"  Saying  which,    he   ftruck  a 
dagger  into  his  breaft,  and  falling  at  her. 
feet,  expired  without  a  groan. 

The  fuddennefs  of  the  blow  precluded 
all  pofllbility  of  preventing  it.    And  the 

terror 
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terror  that  feized  my  poor  .,  lifter  .depriyed 
her  for  fome  time. of  her  .fenfes.  She  be- 
wailed the  death,  of  this  extraordinary, 
man  with  the  utmoft  fincerity  and  grief, 
Mrs.  Welters  was  a  kind  of  woman,  that 
could  form  no  idea  of  fuch  a  romantic 
paffion  in  a  favage,  and  was  rather  in- 
duced to  believe  .Matilda  muft  have  en* 
couraged  his  attachment.  She  liftened 
with  great  coolnefs  to  the  accounts  my 
fitter  gave  of  his  whole  behaviour,  and  in 
fhort  her  narrow  prejudices  fo  difgufted 
Matilda,  that  nothing  but  dire  neceffity 
could  have  prevailed  on  her  to  remain 
under  her  roof.  This  necefiity  was  the 
return  of  illnefs  in  a  dill  greater  degree 
to  her  daughter  Caroline,  who  in  ten  days 
was  no  more. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Wellers  now  became  rather  morfc 
humanized,  and  lamented  with  pity  the 
fituation  of  a  helpleis  woman  who  was 
unable  to  refill  the  brutal  force  of  a  fa* 
vagers  love.  Matilda  "was  near  driven  to 
diliraftion  at  this  abfutd  and  cruel  idea, 
which  Mrs.  Wellers  would  not  give  up, 
of  its  being  impofiible  for  a  pretty  young 
woman  to  have  lived  fome  weeks  in  the 
fociety  of  a  favage  who  loved  her,  with- 
out violation.  It  certainly  behoved  Ma- 
tilda to  combat  this  ftrange  fupicion  as 
much  as  pofllble,  merely  as  it  leffened 
her  in  the  eyes  of  the  only  perfon,  her- 
felf  and  children  had  now  to  depend  on. 
But  when  the  dread  of  fuch  an  idea  be- 
ing infufed  into  the  mind  of  her  hufband, 
came  acrofs  her  recolle&ion,  lhe  hardly 
knew  how  to  fupport  herfelf.  She  called 
Heaven  to  witnefs  the  purity  of  the  paf- 

fion 


*4o  THE     SCHOOL 

fion  Logan  felt  for  her,  and  the  fidelity 
Jhe  had  lhewn  her  hufband.  But  fhe  had 
the  mortification  of  feeing  that,  although  fhe 
filencedi  fhe  could  not  convince  the  old 
lady,  and  had  therefore  every  thing  to 
dread  fhould  Heaven  grant  her  the  life 
and  fociety  of  her  hufband. 


Otitimied, 
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'The  Calamities  of  Civil  War  continued. 


MATILDA  remained  a  prey  to 
doubt,  and  almoft  defpair,for  fome  months, 
hearing  various  accounts  of  Mr.  Pleydel's 
fituation,  which  fo  intirely  contradicted 
each  other,  as  to  deftroy  any  fatisfaction 
fhe  was  fometimes  inclined  to  irfdulge. — > 
Her  diftrefson  herhufband'simprifonmenr/, 
and  uncertainty  of  the  iffue  of  it ;  the 
dt.ith.of  her  two  eldeft  children,  which 
Jlie  mud  fuppofe  accelerated  by  fatigue 
and  grief,  together  with  the  prefent  evils 
with  which  fhe  faw  herfelf  furrounded, 
were  enough  to  fintethe  fpirits  of  the  mod 
philofophic  mind  :  and  add  to  all  this,  the 
Vol.  I.  M  kind 
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kind  of  pity  fhe  received  from  Mrs. 
Wellers,  and  the  limited  protection  af- 
fording but  a  bare  fubfiflence  for  herfelf 
and  children,  and  you  will  allow  Matilda 
was  mofl  truly  an  object  of  compaffion. 
Reftlefs  and  uneafy,  fhe  would  frequently 
wander  many  miles  from  home ;  and  one 
day,  full  of  meditation  on  her  own  me- 
lancholy fate,  fhe  had  lengthened  her  walk 
much  farther  than  ufual,  nor  had  fufficient 
recollection  that  fhe  ought  to  return  till 
fhe  found  herfelf  quite  weary.  At  a  diflance 
fhe  faw  a  fmall  party  of  Indians  coming  to- 
wards her ;  but  of  them  fhe  had  no  apprehen- 
fion.  When  they  approached  her,  fhe  learnt 
they  were  the  inhabitants  of  a  fettlement 
called  Tufcarora,  who  are  a  very  friendly 
tribe.  She  was  never  without  beads,  coral, 
feathers,  and  thofe  articles  of  finery,  which 
it  is  common  for  Indians,  whether  favages, 

or 
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or  civilized,  to  be  fond  of;  thefe  fhe  pro- 
duced, and  amongft  her  treafures  fhewed 
them  the  firing  of  wampum,  (he  had  received 
fromher  generous,  butunfortunateprotector 
Logan.  It  was  known  inftantly  by  moftof  the 
afiembly,  and  fhe  related  the  circumftance 
of  having  it  prefented  to  her  by  that  brave 
warrior.  While  fhe  was  attending  to  an 
eulogium  of  this  chief,  fome  more  of  the 
party  came  towards  them ;  when  a  tall, 
meagre,  pale-faced  looking  Indian  gave  a 
loud  cry,  and  would  have  fallen  to  the 
earth,  had  he  not  been  fupported  by  one 
of  his  companions  who  faw  his  diforder. 
Matilda  happened  to  have  fome  volatile 
ful'.i  in  her  pocket,  which  fhe  immediate- 
ly offered  the  fainting  Indian  ;  but  judge 
of  I  :r  furprife  and  feelings,  when,  on  going 
up  to  him,  fne  heard  him  exclaim,  in  a  low 
voice  "Matilda!"  and  then  clofed  his 
M  2  eyes 


s. 
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eyes,  as  if  his  foul  had  fled  in  pronouncing 
her  name.  Heaven  infpired  her  with  a  pre- 
fence  of  mind  almoft  incredible.  That  the 
difguifed  Indian  was  her  hufband,there  need- 
ed only  the  well-known  found  of  his  voice 
to  convince  her.  But  in  the  midft  of  her 
tranfport  of  joy  in  having  found  him,  and 
her  diffraction,  left  he  was  only  brought  be- 
fore her  eyes  to  fee  him  breathe  his  laft,  fhe 
happily  recollected  that  every  thing  depend- 
ed on  the  prudence  and  caution  with  which 
fhe  conducted  herfelf.  While  fhe  was  bufy 
in  ufing  every  method  to  recover  him,  fhe 
informed  the  furrounding  Indians  that  he 
had  formerly  been  a  domeftic  of  hers, 
and  the  fudden  joy  of  having  unexpectedly 
feen  her  had  overcome  him,  and  thrown  him 
into  a  diforder  he  was  liable  to  be  afflicted 
with.  She  intreated  them  to  leave  her 
with  the  fick  man,   and   fhe  doubted   not 

he 
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he    would    foon    recover.      They   all    re- 
fpectfully  ret'red  to  a  diftance  out  of  fight 

and  hearing fuch  politenefs  ispra<5lifed  by 

this  untaught  race  of  beings.  Matilda  then 
taking  the  hand  of  her  beloved  hufband, 
which  (he  bathed  with  tears,  called  to  him 
by  the  mod  endearing  names,  and  by  her 
careflfes  reftored  him  to  fenfe  and  recol- 
lection. At  firft  be  looked  a  little  wild, 
and  demanded  how  it  was  poffible  they 
fhould  have  met.  "  Oh,  my  adored  Pley- 
"  del,"  fhe  cried,  "  every  thing  is  pof- 
(C  fible  with  the  Almighty,  who  has  thus,  as 
"  a  reward  for  all  our  fufferings,  ordained 
««  we  ftiould  meet  to  part  no  more.  Let  us 
"  not  wafte  the  precious  moments  in  exam- 
"  ining  how  this  bleffing  has  been  accom- 
"  plifhed;  but  let  us  take  advantage  of  it 
"  to  fecure  ourfelves  a  fafe  retreat.  I  refide 
ct  with  your  aunt  Wellers  at  Albany,    whi- 

M  3  "  ther 
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"  ther  I  will  conduct  you  :  how  will  fhe 
"  rejoice  at  your  fafety  !  Oh,  I  have  much 
,£  to  tell  you,  and  your  almoft  famifhed 
"  looks,  together  with  your  difguife,  too 
"  plainly  inform  me,  I  have  much  alfo  to 
"  hear. 

<l  All  will  be  forgotten,  "  he  anfwered, 
"  fince  I  once  more  behold  my  deareft 
"  Matilda.  Where  are  my  fweet children?" 

"  You  (hall  fee  them  at  our  return,"  fhe 
replied,  while  the  tears  ftrayed  down  her 
cheek ;  "  but  take  leave  of  the  good  In- 
"  dians,  and  let  us  proceed  to  Albany." 

This  bufinefs  being  arranged,  the  lately 
met  pair  fet  forward  for  Mrs.  Wellers's.  A 
great  deal  of  caution  was  neceflary  kit 
Mr.  Pleydel  fhould  be  known,  for  notwith- 
ftanding  that   town  ftill  remained  in   the 

hands 
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hands  of  loyalifts,  there  were  too  manv 
difaffected  perfons  in  it  not  to  fear  the 
worft  for  the  poor  fugitive.  It  was  almoft 
dark,  and  themfelves  fpent  with  fatigue, 
when  they  reached  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Wel- 
lers.  Matilda  underwent  a  ftvere  chidins; 
fro:n  the  old  lady,  whof.  temper,  rather 
irafeible,  at  all  times,  was  not  much 
fweetened  by  being  told  her  niece  had 
brought  a  fick  Indian  home  with  her.  Her 
partiality  for  Indians  was  expatiated  on  in 
terms  by  no  means  pleafing ;  but  fhe  bore 
it  with  great  patience,  letting  her  aunt 
proceed  till  fhe  was  pretty  well  tired,  and 
then  ventured  to  affure  her,  the  Indian 
fhe  prefumed  to  bring  into  her  houfe  was 
not  fo  much  on  the  fcore  of  charity,  which 
perhaps,  as  herfelf  and  children  were  ob- 
jects of  that  virtue,  fhe  had  no  right  to 
exercife  it  on  another,  how  much  foever  her 

M  4  heart 
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heart  was  inclined  to  it ;  but  that  fhe  was 
well  informed  he  had  fome  intelligence  to 
give  them  refpecting  her  hufband,  who 
had  fortunately  made  his  efcape  from 
the  danger  into  which  the  cruel  tyranny  of 
Congrefs  had  thrown  him  ;  and,  perhaps, 
this  honefl  Indian  could  inftruc"V.  her  in  the 
means  of  once  more  beholding;  him. 


D 


Notwithftanding  the  Angularity  of  Mrs. 
Wellers  in  many  inftances,  fhe  had  a -great 
love  for  her  nephew ;  and  but  the  fha- 
dow  of «hope  held  out  that  fhe  fhould  once 
more  fee  him,  foftened  her  afperity  in  a 
moment.  She  requefted  to  fee  the  mef- 
fenger  of  good  tidings  directly,  and  in  her 
zeal  would  have  declared,  before  all  h~r 
fervants,  that  this  Indian  knew  of  Mr. 
Pleydel's  refidence,  though  that  circum- 
ftance  might  have  been    attended  with  the 

ut- 
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utmofl:  danger.  The  prudence,  however, 
of  Matilda  never  deferted  her  on  the 
mod  trying  occafions,  and  fhe  moderated 
the  tranfports  of  the  old  lady,  taking  care 
that  no  one  fhould  be  either  eye  or  ear  wit- 
nefs  to  the  conference.  It  was  fome  time 
before  Mrs.  Wellers  could  be  convinced 
that  in  reality  it  was  her  nephew  whom  fhe 
faw,  fo  effectually  had  he  perfonated  the 
manners^  and  figure  of  an  Indian  chief. 
They  fettled  among  themfelves  that  he 
fhould  (till  continue  the  drefs  he  had  afTum- 
ed  till  he  could  get  from  America,  or  at 
leaft  till  he  had  joined  the  royal  army, 
which  was  now  at  New  York,  and  to  which 
place  my  fifter  v/as  extremely  anxious  to 
be  gone  for  many  reafons,  the  moil  power- 
ful of  which  was,  left  Mrs„  Wellers's  incau- 
tious manner  of  fpeaking  of  every  thing, 

fhould 
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fhould  lead  any  one  to  fufpeft  who  this  In- 
dian was. 

She  waved  her  hufband's  inquiry  after  his 
children  for  that  night,  by  telling  him  they 
were  all  in  bed,  putting  off  his  wifli  to  fee 
them  (though  fleeping),  for  fear,  if  any  of 
them  fnould  awake,  they  might  be  alarm- 
ed at  the  figure  of  fuch  a  man  careffing 
them.  Neither  would  (he  feek  her  own 
gratification  by  hearing  his  adventures, 
but  left  him  to  that  repofe  fo  very  neceffary 
to  recruit  his  health  and  ftrength. 

The  next  morning  fhe  went  to  his  room, 
and  prepared  him  for  the  melancholy  de- 
tail fhe  had  to  make,  by  enumerating  the 
bleflings  they  yet  enjoyed  in  having  lived 
to  meet  once  more,  when  they  muft  have 
reafonably  given  up  all  thoughts  of  fuch 

hap- 
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happinefs  in  this  world.  With  great  piety 
and  philofophy  fhe  fpoke  of  the  allays  to 
felicity,  which  are  the  natural  taxes  of  hu- 
manity, and  to  which  we  muft  fubmit,  as 
they  are  inevitable.  She  then  entered  into 
a  minute  detail  of  her  fufferings,  from  the 
time  of  his  apprehenfion  and  her  expulfion. 
Not  a  circumflancedid  fhe  omit  of  Logan's 
generofity,  and  his  growing  paffion,  which 
fhe  beheld  with  the  trueft  concern  ;  but  fhe 
did  ample  juftice. to  the  honour  of  this  un- 
fortunate chief's  conduct  towards  her,  and 
with  tears  bewailed  the  laft  rafh  ad  of 
this  extraordinary  man. 

Happily  for  her  the  mind  of  Mr.  Pley- 
del  was  of  the  moft  liberal  ftamp ;  he  had 
too  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Indians,  and  that  innate  prin- 
ciple of  honour,  which  actuates  and  regu- 
lates 
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lates  all  their  movements.  —  Logan  was 
not  unknown  to  him,  either  by  character 
or  perfon.  Of  fuch  a  man  as  Logan,  he 
could  entertain  no  fufpicions  ;  and  he  had 
too  much  confidence  in  the  affecTion  and 
honour  of  his  wife,  to  believe  that  in  word 
or  thought  (he  ever  fwerved  fiom  either 
more  than  himfelf.  They  united  their 
tears  for  the  lofs  of  their  dear  children, 
nor  did  a  few  fall  over  the  afhes  of  the 
gallant  Logan. 

Logan,  whom  my  brother-in-law  re- 
membered to  have  made  a  fpeech  to  Lord 
Dunmore,  that  would  have  done  honour 
to  the  greatefr.  philofopher  and  Chriftian 
hero. 

"  I  now  afk,"  he  faid,  "  of  every  white 
"  man,  whether  he  hath  ever  entered  the 

"  cottage 
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*c  cottage  of  Logan,  when  pre  fled   with 
(C  hunger,  and  been  refuted  food  ?  whether 
te  coming   naked  and  Ihivering  with  cold, 
"  Logan  hath  not  given  him  fomething  to 
"  cover  himfelf  with  ?   During  the  courfe 
"  of  this  laft  war,  fo  long  and  fo  bloody, 
"  Logan    hath    remained    quietly   on  his 
"  mat,  wifhing  to  be  the  advocate  of  peace. 
"  Yes,  fuch  is  my  attachment  to   white 
"  men,   that,    even  thofe  of  my  nation, 
*'  when  they  paffed  by,    pointed   at  me, 
"  faying,   Logan  is  a  friend  to  white  men. 
"  I  had  even  thoughts  of  living  amongft 
"  you  ;   but  that  was  before  the  injury  I  re- 
"  ceived  from  one  of  you.     Laft  fummer 
ci  Colonel    C  re  (Top     maflacred,    in    cool 
*f  blood,  and  without  any  provocation,  all 
"  the  relations  of  Logan,  without  fparing 
"  either  his  wife  or  his  children.     There  is 
6  t(  not 
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tc  not  now  one  drop  of  my  blood  in  the  veins 
"  of  any  human  creature  exifting  !  This 
fC  is  what  has  excited  my  revenge.  I  have 
"  fought  it  —I  have  killed  feveral  of  your 
"  people,  and  my  hatred  is  appeafed.  I 
cf  rejoice  at  feeing  the  profpett  of  peace 
"  brighten  on  my  country.  But  do  not 
tc  imagine  my  joy  is  inftigated  by  fear. 
<c  Logan  knows  not  what  fear  is ;  he  will 
cc  never  turn  his  back  to  fave  his  life.  But 
<{  alas  !  no  one  remains  to  mourn  for  Lo- 
«'  gan  when  he  (hall  be  no  more." 

What  a  beautiful,  fimple,  energetic  and 
affedYmg  fpeech  ! — Could  any  one,  who  had 
heard  him  utter  it,  harbour  a  thought  in- 
jurious to  the  uniform  character  of  fuch  a 
m;'.n  ?   How  did  the  laft  unfortunate  act  of 

his 
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his  life,  while  it  ftamped  a  luflre  on  that 
character,  both  endear  him,  and  caufe 
them  to  regret,  with  many  bitter  tears,  the 
lofs  of  fo  great  a  hero  ! 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


